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By Tim Griffiths.

Work is
the  Australian
Memorial's

ing wt
War
Treloar

Technology Centre on the
restoration of 8 RAAF
Beaufort bomber, which

will

on_ completion
become

The work 15 bcmg under-
taken under the direction of
the memorial’s curator of
military technology, Mr
John White. and is
ed o be c:omplclc(lm:1
mid- 1999,

missions  With T00SQ!

The aireraft

A9-557,

i o S A s
mbers t i Austrahia

and 1 W mare

over uinca. 1t was
nequIre ustralian
War Memorial (AWM) in
1992 from a private collec-
tor in Melbourne who had
onginally recovered it from
its crush site at Tadji in
1974,

Beaufort A9-557 flew its
first  sortic against  the
Japanese on 10 July 1944,
the RAAF having taken
delivery of it in January
1944, During seven months

A place in history for|
the Beauforts

give an indication of the extent of restosation

%—‘
of operational flying it | from raid  on the

dropped some 146000 1bs
(66,364 kgs) of ordnance. 1t
was flown by 19 different
crews and, despite the
Beaufort’s early reputation
for unreliability, was evi-
dently a robust aircrafl, lts
entire  operational career
was spent in New Guinea,
upemung from a number of
including Vivigani
lon joodenough Island)
and Tadji (Aitape).
A9-55T's  flying life
ended spectacularly with a
crsh-landin on 20
January 1945, Returning

Japanese-held village of
Elimi, it was nursed back to
the Tadji strip by FLTLT
Harry ‘Jack” Fowler with
extensive  battle  damage
and s live bomb stuck in its
bomb-bay. The crew and an
Army observer on bourd all
survived the landing as it
ran off the end of the un-
way but. according to avail-
able reports, one mun m 4
leep on the ground was
killed, The Beaufort was
stripped for uselul parts
and dumped, where it lay
for the next 29 years,

It was the main: section

Donations of $2 and upwards are allowable Tax deductions.




THE BRISTOL BEAUFORT

of the bomber that was
cquired by the AWM in
I and Wt is with addi-
fionnl ~ sections  from
A9-461, A9-555 and
AY-559 that have been
gathered from PNG, the US
and Australia that the AWM
is re-assembling und con-
serving  A9-557. When
acquired, the main section
still retained much of its
origingl palnt scheme and
even included otiginal graf-
fiti by the crew. The AWM
staff  have  undertaken
exhaustive  research  to
ensure  the preservation
work is accurate. Original
plans, design specifica-
tions, modification records
and even photographs and
letters of ity crews have
been consolted i the

In an era when little
virlue seemed to be attached
to aircraft as possible her-

itage artefacts, the last of
the 700  Australian
Beauforts was destroyed in
1956. Most Beauforts were
put into storage after WWII
or used in experimental
roles such a8 crop-spray-
ing. By the early 1950s,
most had been broken up
for scrap aluminium, or lay
abandoned at airfields in
;_\ustrali:n:‘nd PNG. Local
armers others stn
them and used the m
all manner of innovative
purposes. Apparently toda
a village on Goodenou
Island  is made from
Beaufort  parts, having
3100d now for 50 years.
The aircraft is - being
restored for static display in
the memorial's Bradbury
Aircraft Hall; its  rarity
means making it *flyable’ is
far too risky. The aircraft
hall is being revamped
(along with the other gal-

leries) and the restoration
project will be completed
l:w ,;?incide with llhe

5 gnllery redeve >
ment. Total udnmdczt
for the Beaufort project is
$300,000,

The  restoration  of
A9-557 has enabled the
memorial to further devel-
op and refine its conserva-
tion techniques, These will

be put to good use in com-

ing years us the memorial’s
collection of aircraft face
rencwed preservagion
requirements,  including
460SON's famous ‘G for
George' Lancaster.

Further imformation on
the restoration project is
available from: Co-ordina-
tor, fund raising: Mr Mark
Baker,

Executive Officer,
Australian. War Memorial
Foundation Tel, (02) 6243
4211 Fax (02) 6243 4543.

R

The "Bristol" series,
Blenheim, Beaufort & the

Beaufighter was well known
in WWZ2. The first produced

was the Blenheim,a great war

horse, if somewhat under-
powered,which was respected
as a fine light bomber,
the Beaufort, first used in
Europe as a torpedo bomber,
then later with RAAF Squadrs

rons in the Pacific war zone

on shipping strikes, general
reconnaissance & as a
medium bomber.

Only 1429 Beauforts were
produced in England & some
700 by the Dept.of Aircraft
production in Australia,
commencing in 1941, This
production played an

the

then

important part in the
development of a healthy
aireraft manufacturing
industry in Australia.
Though overshadowed
in performance by her
i young exciting sister,
R the Beaufighter, the
Beaufort performed well
in the RAAF Squadrons.
The following Squad-
rons (RAAF) were equipp-

ed with Australian
Beauforts:- No's 1,2,6,7
8,13,14,15,32, and O%U'F,
No.100 Squadron being
R e the first to receive the
; ‘ : Beaufort.
oscee, for a time
were high, particularly
on the training units,
placing the reliability
of the Beaufort in some
jeopardy. The fault was
5 g found in the elevator
Q> “udne T 3 Aol "hriese" control,
v iﬁ”'\ Figel oy 25 causing extreme loss of
WD W vertical control in the
trim tab system. Regret-
tably, before the fault
wae found and corrected
quite a number of
unexplained crashes had

ocourred in a seemingly uncontrollable dive. Logses of aireraft and crews
were particularly felt at No.1 OTU Sale, Victorlf & No.7 Sqdnj at ?alrns-
dale Victoria, and a permanent memorial garden 18 sItugted at the Western
aporoaches of BRairnedale in memory of those men. Briam Walker (dec)perhape
better known as "Black Jack" Walker mentions th@s fault in the Beaufort in
his Book "Black Jack", as he had experienced this tendency to suddenly

We are indebted to Tim Griffiths for Nie fine
article in "VetAffairs"

e

A9-557 now under restoration




dive beyond control,
fortunately when in
a dual controlled
trainer. With brute
force of two at the
"stick" the Beaufort
was sufficiently con-
trolled to return to
Bankstown, where a
belly landing was made.
It appeared on
close inspection that
the elevator trim unit
whilst appearing quite
secure, in the odd
case could come undone
with disastrous result.
The unit was mod-
ified & the mysterious
diving crashes ceased.

———

¢~ e ] "
Some Beaufort statistice: - Length 44'3%, Wing Span 57'10", Height 15'10"
Max. Speed 270 mph. Power Aust.built Pra.'tt_ie%-ney 14Cy1. iﬁ?ﬁnanea of
1200 hp (radial).1450 miles range with auxiliary tank. ent 2 - .303 MGs
in nose, 2-.303 or .50 MGs in dorsal turret, some with | or..50 MGs in
each wing (all Brownings). Bomb load 2-5001b bombs or 4-2501b bombs, or
1-21 inch torpedo plus 2-2501b bombs carried on wing racks.

! i
LA

%g Beaufort was the RAF's main torpedo bomber and apart from this,the
rer was not used widely in other applications in the European War
Theatre. However, in spite of plenty of detractors following several ,
mysterious crashes,suffered mainly in RAAF training, the Beaufort soon became\®
the force behind our medium and light etrike units in the Pacific War Zones, \
particularly in the New Guinea campaigns. They "held the Fort™ until the -
Bristol Beaufighter("whispering Death™),the Mitchell and other strike =
Squadrons became part of the Alliee' drive against the Japanese forces.

The Bristol Beaufort has well earmed its place in Australian history by

The war record of the twelve Squadrons which flew this aircraft in the
Pacific areas in WW2. It is great to learn that The Australian War Memorial
has undertaken the restoration of Beaufort A9-557.

Wt o aaRte - Semeeneaeae SR

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - NOW DUE.
At the recent AGM the Members voted that Association Fees remain as fixed
for the past four years. Your early remittance covering Annual Subgcription
of $20.00 wi e of considerable assistance to .the..Preasurer in recording
receipt and posting the Members' Register,and
officer. Those Members wishing to "exercise the hip pocket nerve} in a
tangible gesture of assistance to the A52-600 project,to help in completion

of the restoration ASAP, will note that provision is made in the account
beneath, to include any donation with the payment of Annual Dues.

Please complete the detail beneath and return to the Secretary/Treasurer
with your payment.

ADOLRESS ~ PLEASE PRNT

enclose Annual Subecription of $20.00 for the year ending 30/6.99.
pleagse place X in square if receipt is required - All donations will be

receipted, as donations over $2.00 are acceptable as allowable tax
Heauc%ions.

D THE MOSQUITO AIRCRAFT

Annual Subscription. $ 20.00 ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
Donation to A52-600 4/18 GORDON ST
Restoration Fund. TRARALGON, 3844

Total. 3




MEMBERSHIP —

MEMBERSHIP. - For the outline of movement in Membership to the 30/6/98 see
the Annual Report in this Bulletin. The following new members have joined
our ranks since the issue of the last Bulletin and we are pleased indeed
to welcome them to our fellowship: -

R.H.Morgan (Bob) 21 Rosebank Ave; Ringwood 3134 - ex 604 &264 Sgdns RAF
Navigator.

R.Stevens (Bob) 32 Clarke Cres; Wantirna Sth;3152 - Bob is a Computer
Business Systems Analyst and has indicated his wish to
assist "hands on" in the restoration. His computer
experience will be most helpful, ’

B.J.Fillery (Brian)32 Byrne St; Windsor 4030 - ex Lt.Royal Corps of
Signals and is experienced in the compilation of detail |
for Microsoft Flight Simulator exercises.

R.M. Mottram (Ralph) 12/127 Riversdale Rd;Hawthorn 3122 - A/WngCdr ex No's
DFC* 53 Sqdn:(Blenheims) & 140 Sqdn; Svitfires & Mosquitos.

THE 6" AIRCREW REUNION

THE 6th; ATRCREW REUNION will be
held on rRIDAY Z21st; MAY to
TUESDAY P5%h; MAY 1999 at SURFERS
FARADxSE, QUEENSLAND.

For programme, registration and
costs, contact the Se T PO
Box 6511 GCMC Bundall 4217 or
telephone 07 55 765081,

This is a great "Get Together" with
great venues, programme and top
entertainment, now held every two
years.

A NOTE FOR THE NEWER MEMBEKS.

Back numbers of our Bulletins are now available if you would like to
have a full set, starting from December 1992.

At cost, the bulletins are priced at $2.00 each plus postage.
Please return this order form,(you will be writing your name anq address on
the other side of this page to record your payment of subscription)

Just list the Edition numbers required by you beneath. An Account
will be forwarded with the bulletins ordered.

Billleting requirad. NUMDOT . - oo oo i i oo sl o e

FOR ALL MEMBERS.
YOUR ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION OF $20 IS NOW DUE AND PAYABLE,

Just fill in the details on the other side of this
notice, SCISSOR OFF, and return to the Secretary/
Treasurer at 4/18 Gordon St; Traralgon, 3844, -

Please don't delay, make his day
and gain his acclamation,

Your early payment helps a lot
and speeds the restoration,.




WEWAK-BEAUFORT SHOW

Caplure of Wewak was primarily a RAAF show. In their most spectacular aclion
to date, the Beauforts literally blasted the Japs out of their cleverly concealed
pill-boxes and the AMF walked in over their bomb craters to find the enemy's

last_and most heavily defended Northern NG stronghold strewn with corpses.
SK the 6th Div veterans || years; W/Cdr O. B. Hall, AFC, the | ASOs precise, “Thank

now clearing up the un-
happy remnants of General

Miyaki’s once powerful 18th

Army what they thought of the

Beaufort crews’ work in that cam-
paign. You get one answer: “The
RAAF prepared the way; we took
our positions as they knocked the
Nips out.”

The Army commander formally
thanked the RAAF for the surprising.
ly few casualties sufferod by his troops.
And that has been the Beauforr boys'
main incentive—not bombing hums or
villages, but saving AMF lives.

The soldiers’ confidence in the ac-
curacy of their bombing has been em-
barrasung at times. They repeatedly
called for strikes within 130 yacrds of
their own positions, and on one bash
1 heard this over the R/T from a
licutenant down below—

"Nice work! We're smothered in
dirt, the smoke’s awful, but the
OP reports there are bits of Nips hang-
ing in the trees everywhere.”

Actually, the culmination of the
Wewak campaign was a triumph of air
support.  The Dove Bay landing west

By E. W. TIPPING

WINGS Staff Writer

who flew with the
Beauforts

of Dabiap, between Wowak Point and
Cape Moem, in the enemy's rear, was
a masterpiece of coordination.

The Beauforrs KO'd the Nip posi-
rions commanding the beaches, the
Navy ensured that any Japs lefc over
kept their heads down, and the AMF
went ashore knowing they had as much
protection as any shock troops have
ever had.

How different from 6th Div acrions
earlier in the war!

Result—in the actual landing oper-
ation the Army losr one man wounded.

I flew over the bay a few hours after

the landing and saw some of the
troops swimming off the beachhead.
The Beauforts made 80 strikes in

support of the landing, a climax to
months of dull, routine daily strikes
in treachecous weather, during which
they had dropped more than 8,000,000
lbs of bombs. They needed a show
like this to break the monorony.

So there was an air of anticipation
when I arrived at Tadji cthe night be-
fors the "Do."” In the wing ops room
that night the IO and the senior con.
troller checked last minure decails with
the ALOs,

Throughout the day %7 Beauforts
had dropped 100 tons of bombs along
the neck of Wewak Peninsula, by che
strip, and the report had just come in
from the AMF that scores of Japs had
been buried alive in their caves,

There seemed little need for the for-
mal briefing’ before dawn next morn-
ing Everyone seemed to know his
role. Five squadrons were to take pare
~led by W/Cdr Hugh Conaghan, CO
of the best known Beaufore squadron,
which has been bashing Japs for 2}

'

most experienced pilot in  the arsa;
W/Cdr Brian Waddy; W/Cdr Oscar
Barton; ‘and G/Capt Tony Primrose,
AFC, who had brought his squadron

up from another area to be in ar the

Only one thing was in doubt—wza.
ther. Cloud base might not be high
enough to allow sufficient safety mar-
gin for heavy bombing. Primary and
secondary ctargets were fixed accord-
ingly, Jap entrenchments saround Wirui

ion on a ridge commanding the
beach and the forces along the shore.

Sp'lit-ucond schedule

Conaghan, the leader, was to make
first run with 15 Beauforts at 0745;
troops would go ashore under cover
from 6 inch naval guns ar 0830, Other

rons were detached for air alerr,
on call should the landing forces serike
opposition.

We took off to split-second schedule.
I was with the Wing CO, G/Capc V.
E. Hancock, OBE, of Toorak, Vie, for-
merly Director of Postings ar RAAF
HQ. He posted himself to an oper-
ational wing and now flies on every
bash, rarely as leader and generally
behind an F/O flight commander, We
were No 3 to Conaghan.

Down the coastline astern we found
cloud level 1500 fr over the ridge,
leaving insufficient safery margin,
Conaghan immediately ordered us to

follow him in across the secondary tar-

get.

Every bomb—the Beauforts carried
two 500-pounders, four 260s—dropped
around the target area. Hancock ask-
od our navigator bomb-aimer how ours
had gone. The Nav's quiet "They
were all right” meant they were dead
on. We went back later and saw the
devastation for ourselves,

Meanwhile, with a Boomerang spot-
ting for them, the naval bombardment
had begun, so we detached ourselves
from the rest of the squadron to browse
around for a look-see. Hancock was
keen to waich rthe resules of his careful
planning.

The cruisers, HMAS HMobart and
HMS Newfoundland, and the RAN
destroyers Arunta, Warramunga and
Swan formed an impressive array
in the misty light as the barges skim-
med toward the shore. [ counted more
than 30 crafr

As the barges beached, the troops
dashing across the beach met crossfire
from Jap gun positions on Cape
Moem The spotter had the naval
guns on it in a fash,

Hancock then decided to take a look
at the clouds over the original target
on Wirui Ridge. They had lifted high
enough for safe bombing.

We reported to the Air Support
Concreoller, F/Lt George Mauger,
DFC, on the flagship with the Army
GOC, and in went a dozen Beaufores
to silence all opposition from Wirui.

Then came the dramatic moment of
the show. Over the R/T from the air
support officer with the landing forces
came: “"Strong force of enemy troops
moving along tracks near map ref. . .
to intercept us—can you do anything?"

It was pretty to watch the air-alert
boys respond In three minutes they
had finished their run. Few Japs
could have survived that blast, and the

yeu very
much,” followed a few seconds later.

We stooged around for four hours
until it was obvious things were going
exactly as planned. The Beauforts
had again succeeded in their main as.
signment, saving AMF lives. The land.
ing troops had lost one man wound-
ed. No: bad for the culmination of
the NG campaign!

And the Japs had been there in
force. That had been obvious when
we made our first run. The litcle
black bursts around us from enemy
5s showed the Japs had concentrated
all cheir ack-ack around Wewak, and
had deliberately held their fire for
weeks, waiting for the main asssult.
QOur Beaufort was holed in two places
but it was the only one hit.

Back at Tadji all crews were on im-
mediate call in case the AMF struck
sudden opposition. Tea “and sand-
wiches on the strip were followed by
a call from the Army 1o bomb and
strafe enemy troops on Brandi Plan-
tation, near the neck of Cape Moem.

We were Conaghan’s No 3 again
and, after we had dropped our bombs,
the Army called for one Beaufort to
find a Jap gun causing trouble.

No 3 was dewiled, and for the next
hour and a half, after the otliers had
gone home, we skimmed the trees in
maddening circles trying to find thac
gun.

How I regretted my rashness in fiy-
ing with a group-captain who thrives
on that sort of thing and wus obvious-
ly determined he would no: leave those
trees till he had found the gun! Par.
ticularly when our WAG, F/L: Bill
Wilson, of Brisbane, reported the Nips '
were potting at us with rifle fire!

There was the gun

Round and round over the gardens,
up and down the ridges, checking up
on one likely position after another
until we came across what looked like
another bomb crater on the side of a
hill. But, on closer inspection, we
could see slit trenches alongside. Round
again and there was no mistaking ir—
thegre was the gun,

(Next morning a squadron of Beau-
forts went over and blew the gun and
1ts crew to smithereens.)

More than sevgn hours at the ex-
tremey sensitive controls of a Beau-
fort is my idea of a hard day's fiving,
especially after being holed by flak.

G/Capt Hancock differs. On our
way home we used up what lictle petrol
we had in our tanks looking for odd
Japs still left on the tiny islands which
skirt the coast between Wewak and
Alitape.

The Beauforts did their job so well
that day, the Army called for only a
few sporadic strikes on following days
and the Beaufort reinforcements were
able to go home two days later.

Except for mopping up inland, the
Wewak campaign was virtually over.

Is it any wonder the boys were sur-
prised when Guinea Gold, announcing
the capture, dismissed the RAAF's of-
forts in one line? The 6th Div boys,
whose opinion counted most, were
stunned.

Srom ‘wings' Vo) 5-wo. 6
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NOTICES ETC.

point at Melbourne's best known

place for nearly 100 years.
was there before the First World

the Women's Christian Temperance
Union who, with banners decloring
that “lips that taste alcohol will never
taste mine”, smashed upon the doors
of Young & Jucksons. She saw men

take a drink during the boom of the
20's and the Great i she
met the villalns of the and later

inspired the American servicemen
for bome. She has now moved
to the upstairs lounge for fear of
sitack - a sign of our times - whore
she stunds forever youny.
°  CHLOE was painted in 1875 by Jules
o m s

War and withstood the marches of

THE COMING OUT OF CHLOE

LTHOUGH she died at 21
years of age, the image of
has been a discussion

Lefebvre (1836-1911) and received
great popular acclaim, winning gold
medals in the Paris Salon of 1875,
Sydney and Mclbourne.

SHE was purchssed in 1882 by Sir
Thomas Fitzgerald, n surgeon, and later
loaned to the National Gallery of
Victorin. After three woeks of exhibi-
tion the painting was withdrawn when
outmged citizens objected to sceing the
naked female form displayed on the
Sabbath.

THE model “Chloe™ posed for the
painting when she was 19 and after-
wards fell in love with the artist Jules
Lefebvre, but she was devastated when
he married her sister. Some say that she
boiled up phosphorous match-heads
and drank the poisonous concoction

dying tragically when she was 21.

In WW2 days, the
service men,

travel overseas,

young goggzle eyed

travelling between
interstate postings, or on ship

will well recall

the obligatory visit to Y & J%s,
opposite Flinders Street Station.

The above is a memory tickler for
those who shyly stood at the Bar
sneaking unobtrusive sideways
glances at"that painting!

VALE
W.R. (Walter Rennie) ALLAN -~

12-10-97

The burning question, sure
to start an argy bargy in the
messes of the Squadrons, =-"What
was the BEST aircraft in the
fperational servicer", was put
to AVM G.Jones, CB,CBE,DFC
Chief of Air Staff (dee) late in
1945 by "WINGS"™ and his opinion
is recorded here. WHAT DO YOU
THINK??

SEVERAL
S\ays CAS

Air Vice-
Marshal C.
Jones, CB, CBE,
DFC.

Tllh_h a very difficult question to
answer unless you specify what class
of .aircraft or for what purpose it was

-employed.
~ The MOSQUI was undoubtedly
the most aircraft of the war

—it was a fighter, fighter-bomber,
bomber, reconnaissance, and photo-re-
connaissance aircraft.. It carried 4000
Ib bombs into Germany.

The MUSTANG was the best fighter
of war, but it came in too late

We sadly record the passing of our member wWalter
who served a# a Navigator over Europe with 456
Squadron. He was 8 valued member of thie Assoc-
iation for the past 5 years and will be missed.

Our sincere sympathies and condolences are con-
veyed to Pat and families.

DID YOU KNOW THAT

2292929729222 22799%

..........

In 1020 AD, Oliver or Eilmer of
Malmesbury, Monk,

and some time aviator, JUMPED from

Malmesbury Abbey and flew for more than

astrologer, mechanic

a furlong before breaking his legs.

to pile up the great scores of some
other fighter types. A
The “of course, was the
Joan of Arc among aircraft—it was
the key weapon in the Battle of Britain
and it has a great sentimental appeal.
In the Pacific War, | would say that
as far as the RAAF was concerned the
was the greatest aircraft
we , regarding it from the point of
view of its offensive value. Its im~
mense range was invaluable here.

And the KITTYHAWK was our maid-
of-all-work, as _you might say.

December 15, 1945 WINGS

SWEET
MEMORIES OF

WINGS

June 26, 1945

POWDERED EGG

UGH !! UGH !!

*#112& Bleep
HOW !!
COULD
ONE
FORGET #
yack

By Gil Brown







