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Over a number of years I have been restoring 
a 50 year old Austin Healey Sprite, originally 
purchased by my wife Pattie. Particularly 
challenging was waiting many months to get 
the body painted, parts plated and painted, 
seats reupholstered etc. Pattie and our 
neighbour Terry Sheppard, provided endless 
assistance and Terry got into all the awkward 
places I couldnôt.  We finally completed 
finishing the myriad of items, tuning and 
polishing last Christmas. We are delighted 
with the result and enjoy driving in this sporty 
red number. 
 
Likewise the progress on the restoration of 
former No 87 (PR) Squadron Mossie A52-600 
continues to be slow, which is to be expected 
with the detailed nature of the tasks and 
limited volunteer resources. However, we can 
certainly see where all volunteers have been, 
with the small successes along the way such 
as the completion of the second 
undercarriage, tail wheel, elevator assembly, 
and pilot seat repairs.  We all look forward to 
the immense pleasure and sense of 
satisfaction in seeing the completion of A52-
600. We just need to be patient. 
 
Less evident are the continual updates taking 

place with respect to drawings and computer 
database. Bob Stevens has added further 
photographs, manuals and drawings which 
will improve tracking down data and drawings 
required for all parts and assemblies. 
Drawings have been sourced to add to our 
existing set or replace the un-readable. For 
example, ailerons drawings were sourced 
from Historical Aircraft Restoration Society 
(HARS) which now houses the de Havilland 
Australia drawings. In addition, many Mk16 
fuselage related drawings have been 
accessed through the de Havilland Museum in 
the UK. Both groups have their drawings 
catalogued and volunteers on hand to assist 
with requests. On behalf of all of us at Point 
Cook, many thanks to George Lawrence 
(HARS), Bob Glasby and Gerry Mears (de 
Havilland Museum UK) for your great help 
over the months. 
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Presidentôs Log 

In this edition: 

òPatience is a key element of success.ó 
Bill Gates 
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In spite of the continuing fall in our numbers, 
due in part to an aging membership, our active 
members remain an essential part of the RAAF 
Museumôs restorations program. This brings me 
to alert you to the AGM later in the year. As 
there will be changes to the committee this 
year, we would welcome some new faces. 
Please think about nominating for the 
committee to help us progress the restoration of 
A52-600. 
 
This Bulletin includes the next instalment of ñA 
Short History of Aerial Photographyò by Peter 
Lewis and also a paper recently presented by 
archaeologist Fiona Shanahan, ñMeaningful 
remembrance at Coomalie airbaseò. Both 
provide significant insight into issues which are 
of great interest to us all. 
 
Terry Burke, President 
Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia Inc 

òWednesday Warriorsó 

Pattie in her 50 year old Austin Healey Sprite 

Terry in the driverôs seat. 

Articles in this Bulletin have been faithfully reproduced and credit has been given to the reference source where known. 

If any details are misrepresented or incorrect, please contact the Editor who will makes amends in following 

publications. 

"Disclaimer: The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia Inc. ("the Association") is a privately funded charitable 

organisation which has no connection with any other body. The views and opinions expressed in any article and/or 

publication by the Association are those of the Association and/or its contributors, and not of the Department of 

Defence, the RAAF Museum or any other body." 
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Richard Luxton has now owned the former RAAF Base Coomalie Creek for more than 40 years. 
 
Some of the highlights at Coomalie from recent months: 
A February fly-in looks and sounded like a great weekend, with Nick Bellfield in his Harvard, Tim and Fiona 
Shanahan in Timôs Drifter and a couple of others joining in the fun. I like the wet season colours, very 
different to the dry season browns. The new street art in Austin Lane, Darwin looks good too. Thanks for the 
update and photos Richard. 

Terry Burke 

1 Elevated view of north end of strip showing aircraft silhouettes 
painted on the aircraft parking area and airstrip no 17. 

2 Looking south down strip. Taken by Fiona aboard Timôs Drifter 
Ultralight aircraft. 

3 Tim, Fiona and Drifter 
4 New Street Art in Austin Lane, Darwin  


