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AUSSIE MOSSIE 
Bulletin # 79 May 2018 

MAAA 25th Anniversary 

The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia held our AGM and 25th Anniversary last 

November. Proceedings unfolded in P170, the recently refurbished combined meeting 

and admin rooms of the Friends of the Museum and the MAAA.  

Although attendances were less than expected, people of note included a founding 

member, Ken Johnston, the family of Allan Davies and Richard Luxton. After formalities 

and refreshments, a guided tour of the Association’s prize exhibit, A52-600, was 

undertaken. Visitors were also treated to the Museum’s interactive flight of a CT4 

aircraft trainer. 

A selection of photos taken on the day are on page 2. 

Mosquito Aircraft Association Of Australia Inc 

President’s Log 
Welcome to our autumn edition of the ‘Aussie Mossie Bulletin’. 

This issue is produced by our new editorial team, David 

Devenish, Bob Stevens and Peter Lewis with the assistance of 

Liz Devenish. A second edition will be sent out in spring. I’m sure 

they will be full of interest, covering news on the restoration of 

A52-600 and sundry other bits and pieces. Thanks and well done 

to the team. 

Our active volunteers continue to provide a welcoming bright 

spot in the MAAA’s fortunes. Turning up every first and third 

Sunday of each month to the Restoration Hangar P-187 at the 

RAAF Museum, Point Cook is a positive sign that this is the 

primary focus of our Association. Progress on the restoration of 

former No 87 (PR) Squadron Mossie A52-600 continues to be 

slow, which is to be expected with the detailed nature of the 

tasks. Work on the fuselage by the Wednesday Warriors (led by 

Peter Carne) is showing significant progress however, 

particularly the restoration of an entire section aft of the cockpit. 

We continue to feel the effects of a diminishing (and ageing) 

membership. These factors don’t help in maintaining enthusiasm 

to keep the MAAA operating as it should, and we’re all conscious 

of the need for fresher and younger new blood.  Any thoughts 

that you, our individual members, have along these lines would 

be greatly appreciated. 

In the meantime, members and active volunteers of the MAAA 

remain an essential part of the RAAF Museum’s restorations 

program. Thankfully, we’re starting to feel the positive effects of 

the addition of new technical staff members; these include on-the

-job training for younger serving RAAF members and visible 

progress on other projects such as the major overhaul of 

Mustang A68-170. A special thanks to our own volunteers: well 

done, your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Thanks also to our Members and friends for your continuing 

support, and I hope you enjoy the read. 

The 

Terry Burke, President - MAAA 

In this edition: 
•President’s Log - Page 1 

•25th Anniversary - Pages 1-2 
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•Where to from here? - Page 5 
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•Restoration News - Pages 6 - 7 

•Coomalie News - Page 7 

•Ceduna Memorial- Page 8 

•Merchandise - Page 9 

•Contact Us - Page 10 

•2017 AGM Report - Pages 11-16 
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Terry Burke addressing visitors about A52 600. 

AGM held in P170 a recently refurbished WW2 hut. 

CT4 interactive display. 

L to R: Fiona Shanahan, Richard Luxton, 

Doug Nicholas & Pat Dulhunty  

L to R: Bob Stevens, Peter Lewis & Andrew Willox. 

L to R: Ken Johnston, Kim Davies, Lynne King (son 

& daughter of Allan Davies) from Gippsland, Vic. 

P170 showing visitors and Mossie photos. 

25th 25th 
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Reminiscences by a past Vice President, 

Ken Johnston. 

Formed in July 1992 by Allan Davies, as described in the 

Constitution 2.1: 

“To provide fellowship and develop acquaintances among 

persons having a common interest in the DH 98 Mosquito 

aircraft and in general the Mosquito aircraft A52-600, through 

participation in the activities of the Association”. 

It was Allan’s drive and dedication that the Association 

became so successful from the beginning to today the 25th 

Anniversary of the Association. 

The Association at its peak had over 250 members throughout 

the world including many famous aviation names both ex-

military, military and people with an interest in aviation and its 

preservation. 

I want to say something about the Foundation Committee - 

from the information I received over the years and my 

conversations with the committee and others, I cannot vouch 

for the accuracies of the information, but take it as said and 

the genuine desire to convey background of these people. 

PATRON -  AVM Sam Jordan 

Rose to be deputy air officer of the RAAF. A navigator. Was 

also president of the Canberra RSL. 

PRESIDENT - Max Ripper 

A grazier from Stratford, east of Traralgon. Was a fitter with 

the RAAF during WW2. 

Max Ripper President & Allan Davies Secretary / Treasurer of 

the Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia, photographed 

together for article published in the Latrobe valley newspaper, 

"The Express" on 10 Aug 1993. The article explains their 

connection to the formation of the MAAA and its support for 

the restoration of A52-600 in RAAF Richmond base, NSW. 

VICE PRESIDENT - Ken Johnston 

Here I am on familiar territory. Please bear with me while I 

indulge. When Alan approached me, I was Commanding the 

Air Training Corps Cadet unit at East Sale. I was also a 

member of the Latrobe Valley Aero club, holding a private 

pilot's license. I had also Commanded No26 AIRTC flight at 

the Latrobe Valley airfield.  Overall, I was well known in the 

Latrobe Valley area with my interest in aviation. So Allan 

asked me as a liaison with all aviation areas locally and the 

RAAF East Sale and RAAF Williams. At home I had an 

extensive aviation library where Allan spent many hours on a 

Saturday afternoon. 

SECRETARY - Allan Davies 

I had known Allan since 1960, as his firm Cameron and 

Davies Real Estate agents, banked with the Commercial Bank 

of Australia where I worked as a teller in Traralgon. Allan was 

well known as a top businessman in the town. There are many 

stories about Allan’s service life during World War 2 as a pilot 

in the RAAF. I believe is rating as a pilot was above average. 

During his training in Rhodesia, he crash landed the Blenheim 

aircraft he was flying. The search aircraft found him and on 

signalling the aircraft asked for a rifle to protect him and the 

crew from the lions that would near the crash site. On 

returning to Australia from the Middle East, Allan was posted 

to the base at East Sale. He was the staff pilot. On a bet, he 

said he could fly a Beaufort aircraft around the base on one 

engine. A difficult aircraft to fly at any time. Allan won his bet. 

Another type on Mosquitoes he flew an aircraft home after a 

sortie on one engine and at night - he landed successfully. 

Allan was awarded a ‘Mention in dispatches’ for his 

photographic work in Balikpapan Borneo - six sorties. Should 

have been a DFC. 

COMMITTEE PERSON - Joe Burns 

An ex-RAAF Lancaster tail gunner during World War 2. Flew 

15 sorties on for G for George - now at the Canberra War 

Memorial, as a tail gunner. When I spoke to him in 1992 he 

was not well suffering badly from arthritis caused by many 

cold hours in the rear turret of Lancasters. 

Letters to the Editor 
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COMMITTEE MEMBER – Rolly Furlong 

Flew Kittyhawk fighters in the South-West Pacific theatre. A 

grazier post-war in the Traralgon and Flynn area. His son 

Peter formed Gipps Aeronautics - a successful local 

manufacturer of the Airvan aircraft. 

COMMITTEE PERSON – Herb Gamble 

Squadron Leader at Coomalie Creek, Northern Territory. 

There was some animosity between Allan and Herb. Herb told 

me he should have been President of the committee. During 

the election for the committee in 1993, he was nominated as 

Vice President, but Allan’s lobbying saw him off. He never 

came back, which was unfortunate as he would've had 

much history of the Squadron. 

COMMITTEE MEMBER -Colin Ryan 

I know little about Colin Ryan. 

COMMITTEE MEMBER -  Ron Skinner 

A successful business man in Traralgon owning the local 

newsagency and a land developer. He obtained his wings 

with the RAAF late in World War 2 and was posted to 

England. Ron told me he was the Staff Officer (flying) at many 

English RAF bases, flying top brass around the countryside. 

There were many happy times with the Association, in 

particular, our trip to Canberra to present a cheque for 

$25,000 to the Chief of Air Force - Les Fisher.  Personally, I 

thought a waste of time and money. I had spoken to the WOD 

(Airforce) who had his office next to the CAF, before we met 

with the CAF and he said to me “do you know what you are 

doing”? I had known the WOD whilst at East Sale. 

There is much to say about the early years of the Association, 

so now as promised to Bob, I will start to put the tales and 

stories to paper. 

It is wonderful to be here with Lyn and Kim - Allan’s children, 

he would be so proud to know they were here at the 25th 

Anniversary. 

Ken Johnston—Traralgon, Victoria 

Photographed in front of A52-600 are those who witnessed 

the arrival of A52-600 at RAAF Museum at Point Cook, 

Victoria, March 1998. L to R: Joe Graham (C'tee), Ron Scott 

(volunteer), Allan Davies (Sec), FLt Tim Higgs (retiring from 

project), Ron Vassie (NSW C'tee), Ken Johnston (Vice Pres) 

& David Gardner (Senior curator RAAF Museum). 
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The MAAA AGM for 2018 

will be held at the 

RAAF Museum, Point Cook 

on the 26th August 2018 

in the P170 meeting room. 

Financial members and their guests 

are cordially invited to attend. 

RSVP by 19th August 2018 

Open letter to the membership—Where to after 25 years? 

We are now a depleted group after those 25 years. In our heyday we had about 300 financial members with the majority coming 

from the retired ranks of the Air Force who sought the ongoing comradeship that our Association could give them. A common aim 

– to share stories, maintain old friendships while continuing their love of aircraft through Allan Davies’ vision of assisting the 

RAAF Museum to restore A52-600 to her former glory. 

We finished the 25th year with about 80 odd financial members and going down at a rapid rate as the olds and bolds depart. We 

are losing about 20 members per year. 

It appears that society has changed and the need to “clump” together in a social sense is no longer needed. Perhaps it is the 

advent of social media via the Internet that has replaced this need. I mention this because we have only had two new members 

over the past two years! This is despite many hundreds of MAAA pamphlets being taken by the general public at the RAAF 

Museum over the last few years. This used to be a good source of new members. 

The Committee’s quandary is “What direction should the MAAA take in the next decade”? 

Do we “shut up shop”, merge with another group; or keep going as we are with a skeleton crew? 

There is a dedicated band of about a dozen volunteers who are still enthusiastic about getting A52-600 back on her wheels. 

We have a positive bank balance that covers current needs but may need to swell in the future when the new wing is required. 

You can email your thoughts, suggestions and/or directions to info@aussiemossie.asn.au for input into this year’s (2018) AGM. 

Regards, Bob Stevens - Honorary Secretary 

mailto:info@aussiemossie.asn.au
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Restoration News - A52 600 
Work has continued de-skinning the outer layers of 

timber ply, spruce and balsa to remove the old 

failed glue, on the Mossie fuselage upper surface 

by the Wednesday team.  New outer ply has been 

successfully re-installed to the fuselage both sides 

forward from bulkhead #4, around the dingy hatch 

up to the rear of the cockpit opening. Well done to 

all involved – it looks real good!  See pic below. 

 

Similarly, repairs are continuing reconstructing the 

missing 1/3 lower end of the trailing antenna, 

which had also been cut off to allow access to a 

hard point to support the fuselage.   As the 

material that the original antenna is made of is no 

longer available, the missing lower half of the 

antenna is being constructed out of two pieces of 

ash timber cut to the required length as shown on 

the drawings and carefully shaped and sanded to 

the correct profile.  See pic below. 

 

A replacement has been found amongst the 

museum collection of aircraft parts for the missing 

antenna wire drum and long length of antenna 

wire.  Great job by the museum’s collections staff 

finding the components!  

Restoration of the pilot’s seat is continuing.  The 

seat and its components have been bead blasted 

to remove rust and corrosion.  Individual 

components are being removed and disassembled 

to start restoration on them.  Kyle and Terry are 

progressing the work.  See pic below. 

 

Work by Peter and Eddie finding, cataloguing and 

assessing restoration of both main undercarriage 

assembly’s components is continuing. 

Restoration of tank straps that support the fuel 

tanks in the bomb bay area have been completed 

by Pat, Ron Gretton and Bob Tomlin.  Pat and 

David have been searching for associated 

components for cataloguing and restoration.  See 

pic below. 
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It’s now dry season in the Top End, and among other things 

that means time to relax and party on. Owner of the former 

RAAF Base (and home of No. 87 Squadron’s Mossies), 

Richard Luxton, has been enjoying several fly-in visits to 

“Party Central” near the threshold of runway 17. One visiting 

aircraft carried our former editor Fiona Shanahan and friend 

Tim at the controls; they’ve worked out how to get there after 

several previous visits, and love the place! 

The Drifter is shown taxiing along one of the former taxiways 

to the threshold of R17, prior to another sight-seeing flight. 

The second photo (also by Richard, this time in the 

passengers’ seat) shows the cricket oval with R17 in the 

background, and Coomalie looking a picture at the start of the 

dry season. Richard’s wood-fired pizza oven has seen some 

extensive use, feeding 16 ‘drop-ins’ at one lunch! It’s great to 

hear that ‘Party Central’ is alive and kicking. More news from 

‘the Luxton of Coomalie’ next edition. 

Terry Burke, President 

Coomalie News 

Work continues on the ‘in-house’ restoration of the 

port and starboard elevators and their control 

components by Ron Gretton, Bob Tomlin, Pat and 

David.  See pic below. 

 

The missing starboard aileron has been located in 

one of the museums storage hangars and now is 

in storage in the Restoration Hangar with the port 

aileron – it had been separated from the main 

components of the Mosquito, when they were 

moved to the Restoration Hangar some years ago.  

The pair of ailerons can now be considered for 

future restoration. 

Ongoing cataloguing of the contents of the 

Mosquito storage racking by David and the MAAA 

team and clean up / reconfiguring by Bob of our 

major computer parts data inventory. 

“Safe Working”, and thanks for your continued 

effort. Ron Gillis 
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Lockheed Hudson 
Air Crash Memorial 
at Ceduna 
Terry recently returned from visiting Ceduna in 
South Australia, where he lived as a child. 

The memorial plaque is at the entrance to Ceduna 
(S.A.) aerodrome. I lived here from 1946 to 1949, 
and some of my earliest memories relate to this. 
There is virtually nothing that I remember still there, 
except perhaps a small tower which my father 
called a ‘radio range’ (that is, radar) tower. At about 
4 years old, I remember receiving a smart smack on 
the bum for climbing it, against strict instructions not 
to do so. Funny how some things stick in your 
mind….. 

The monument commemorates the crash of the 
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Lockheed 
Hudson A16-144 of 14 Squadron on 17 January 
1942. 

The plane crashed and caught fire after stalling 
from about 400 feet after take-off at Ceduna killing 
the 6 personnel on board. The aircraft was one of 
four Lockheed Hudsons on a ferry flight from 
Laverton to Pearce in Western Australia. It crashed 
approximately one mile to the north east of Ceduna 
airfield. 

Four of the airmen are buried in the Ceduna 
Cemetery. 

Regards, Terry 
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To order please contact Eddie at info@aussiemossie.asn.au 

The costs shown include postage & packaging anywhere in Australia. 

Embroidered Caps $15.00 

Light and dark blue suede peak caps: 

* A52-600 motif embroidered  

* MAAA across back 

* Adjustable – one size fits 

all 

Polo Shirts $35.00 

Poly cotton with pocket: 

• A52-600 motif with MAAA 

embroidered on front 

* Sizes – small, medium, large, 

2XL and 3XL 

Gold Lapel Badges $5.00 

T Shirts $20.00 

Cotton with: 

* A52-600 motif with MAAA 

embroidered on front 

* Sizes – small, medium, large, 

2XL and 3XL 

Tie $10.00 

Navy Blue with stripes 

* MAAA motif  

Stubbie Holder $5.00 
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Articles in this Bulletin have been faithfully reproduced and credit has been given to the 

reference source where known. If any details are misrepresented or incorrect, please 

contact the Editor who will makes amends in following publications. 

"Disclaimer: The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia Inc. ("the Association") is a 

privately funded charitable organisation which has no connection with any other body. 

The views and opinions expressed in any article and/or publication by the Association are 

those of the Association and/or its contributors, and not of the Department of Defence, the 

RAAF Museum or any other body." 

Patron Air Vice-Marshal J.C. (Sam) Jordan AO (RAAF-Retired) 

President Terry Burke 

Vice President/Archivist David Devenish 

Secretary/Treasurer Bob Stevens 

Bulletin David Devenish/Bob Stevens/Peter Lewis 

Web Master Bob Stevens 

Restoration Coordinator Ron Gillis 

Merchandise Manager Eddie Wassenaar 

MAAA Contact Bob Stevens 0448 241 881 

Website www.aussiemossie.asn.au 

Mailing Address 34 Argus Street, Cheltenham, Victoria, Australia 3192 

Email info@aussiemossie.asn.au 

MOSQUITO AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INC 

The Association is sad to announce the passing of the 

following members since the last Bulletin was 

produced: 

 Air Cdre Geoffery Lumsden of Castle Hill, NSW 

VALE NEW MEMBERS 
There have been no new members join the 

Association since the last bulletin. 

http://www.aussiemossie.asn.au
mailto:info@aussiemossie.asn.au
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