Joseph Ward’s life story deserves a book on its own.
From an English farming family background, Joseph
joined the RAF during WW2 at the minimum age;
starting in the UK, Joseph was sent to the US Navy’s
advanced training facilities. He eventually qualified as
pilot in command of twin engine PBY (Catalina) aircraft. Returning to the RAF in England expecting a
posting to an operational squadron, Joseph instead
found himself on Civvy Street as the War in Europe
drew to a close. After four years of little job satisfaction
after the war, he walked into the RAF Recruiting Office
in London. Shortly after, he was back in uniform.
As the Cold War became increasingly tense, he was
posted to a conversion course on PR Mosquitoes
which were still a front line aircraft in the late 1940s.
Some interesting times followed, flying both from England and advanced bases in Germany, with missions
“close to” the USSR borders. From Mossies, Joseph
converted to PR Canberras. This conversion course
must have been a beauty: the CO took him up for a 1
hour flight to demonstrate the attributes (and some of
the very few deficiencies) of the aircraft. They then swapped places, Joseph asked the
CO what he wanted him (Joseph) to do, to which the CO replied “same as I did” or words
to that effect. After arriving safely back at the flight line, the CO informed him that that
was the conversion course.
Joseph extended his time with the RAF, eventually converting to helicopters as he rightly
predicted that rotary pilots would soon be in demand in civilian life. Another of his
“interesting” escapades involved a mission into a small jungle clearing in Malaya during
that country’s Emergency. The above photo shows what can only be described as a very
dangerous looking young man indeed! Leaving the RAF, he joined Bristow Helicopters,
the largest civilian operator of rotary wing aircraft in the UK and one of the largest in the
world at that time. After many years in Africa, he left to join the
fledgling Ansett Helicopter Services in Western Australia. His
adventures in helicopters over remote areas of the north west
would fill more space then we have available this issue, but
we’ll expand on this in future.
Joseph spent many years in retirement in WA; he and his wife
travelled extensively in a camper van, locating and recording
hundreds of native orchids. One of the new types identified
will eventually have his name attached to its official description. Joseph Ward retains a keen interest in aircraft and the
broader world around us; he is a legend.
Terry Burke
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The President’s Log
Elsewhere in this edition you can read about
Richard Luxton (owner of former RAAF Base
Coomalie Creek, NT) and his visit to us at
the RAAF Museum, some other Museum visits, the 2017 Avalon Airshow, as well as
more reports and archival notes.

Greetings, and welcome to all.
We’ve had a busy few months since the last
Bulletin, with work slowly but steadily progressing on finishing off main landing gear assemblies on A52-600. There are still a handful
of parts missing, but they are being whittled
down; four brackets which mount fenders onto the lower sides of the uprights of the undercarriage legs are AWOL, and the frustration is
that we know they are here – somewhere. In
the worst case, we’ll make new ones which
we are able to do.

Some of the behind-the-scenes support efforts taking place at Point Cook included
launching a 9-ship formation of CT4As (6)
and Winjeels (3) to fly the RAAF Museum
flag at Avalon; Museum Director David Gardner hosted several VIPs who took time out
from their official duties to visit Point Cook.
And the Museum’s display at Avalon was a
beauty: the Bristol Boxkite replica was centre
stage, surrounded by some impressive photos and story boards
Please read on; there’s always plenty of interest both within the MAAA camp, and more
broadly at the RAAF Museum, Point Cook,
Victoria. I hope you can visit us and see for
yourselves.
Terry Burke

‘Aussie Mossie Bulletin’ editor Fiona Shanahan spent time in the Restoration Hangar
to produce a set of photos which she and her
colleagues have turned into a digital 3D model of the front section of A52-600’s fuselage.
This is a remarkable piece of new technology
and we look forward to sharing the results
with you in future bulletins.
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ter of ‘Something to Remember’, (thanks David)
a Coomalie update (thanks Terry and Richard),
as well as the opportunity to purchase stunning
paintings and MAAA gear, plus much more.
If you have anything you’d like to contribute or
you’d like to comment on something in this bulletin please don't hesitate to contact us.
Please sit back and enjoy the April 2017 Bulletin
(No. 77).
Fiona Shanahan

Hello everyone.
I hope the Christmas and New Year break was
enjoyed by all.
It has been refreshing to hear from the readership
of this bulletin and I hope that you will continue to
keep emailing in and keeping the conversation
going.
It is crazy to think that we are now in April—once
again the year is flying by!
I visited A52-600, the MAAA regulars and Richard
Luxton (owner of Coomalie) a few weeks ago. It
was great to catch up with Richard in person and
to see the continued works on A52-600 at Point
Cook.
I did mention in the previous bulletin that I’d include a piece on aviation archaeology. It has
been decided however, that a number of articles
in this bulletin are more appropriate at this time,
so that article will appear in a later bulletin. I’ll
keep you posted.
Terry mentioned in his report that a number of
colleagues and I have been working on producing
a digital 3D model of the Mozzie and we hope
that this work will continue to evolve throughout
the year. If you’d like to keep up with our work
please visit www.aviationheritage.org.
This bulletin is packed with news relating to the
A52-600 restoration (thanks Ron), the final chapTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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Restoration News
The Xmas break has been and gone, now back to the ‘nuts and bolts’ of the Mossie restoration!
Work has continued over the Xmas break on the Mossie fuselage upper surface by the Wednesday
team. The structural skin strengthening adjacent to the LHS Wing Fixing Bearer has been reinstalled.
There are more layers yet to be installed to the same area.

The cockpit rear pressure bulkhead is currently being rebuilt before reinstalling into the fuselage.

Restoration of the pilot’s seat has re-started with one of our volunteer team members taking up the
challenge!
Work finding, cataloguing and assessing restoration of the main undercarriage assembly bolts was finalised prior to Xmas with the results handed to Dave Jones, Technical Curator. Missing bolts will be
manufactured and then we will be tasked in the future to assemble the 2 nd undercarriage.
All the components of both undercarriages are now being catalogued, assessed for restoration and
any missing bolts, nuts etc. to be sourced for final assembly of each unit.
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Work has re-commenced on the tail wheel assembly, sourcing attached components, cataloguing and
assessing their condition for restoration.
The filling and filing is completed to the corrosion damage on the RHS and LHS U/C door closing
frames (Fenders), with a visit to the paint shop next for them.

Repairs have started to re-construct the missing top 1/3 of the top radio antenna mast (see photo
above), which had been cut off at the time of the aircraft’s disposal by the RAAF.
Ongoing cataloguing of the contents of the Mosquito storage racking and clean up / reconfiguring of
our major computer parts data inventory.
“Safe Working” for 2017, and thanks for your continued effort.
Ron Gillis
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Coomalie News
Work around the former home of “our” Mosquito PR Mk XVI A52-600 at Coomalie Creek airfield is
general curtailed during the Wet season.
Owner Richard Luxton spent some time during the last month or so catching up with friends down
south where he visited the RAAF and Moorabbin Museums in January and February. He caught up
with several of the active volunteers of the MAAA during this visit, continued on to the Wooden Boat
Regatta in Hobart, then met some of the 31 Beaufighter Squadron Association members in Sydney.
This squadron were co-tenants with No 1 PRU and No 87 PR Squadron at Coomalie during WW2.
Meanwhile, weed control measures are underway at present, including spraying and some slow
burns. These are some of the essential tasks that are necessary every year to keep the precious heritage values of an active airfield alive and well.
We’ll have some more news on the replica Control Tower being built at Coomalie next issue.
Terry Burke

Mozzie Mutterings

Page 2 from Mosquito Mutterings with sketches by KOZ.
Published by The de Havilland Aircraft of Canada Ltd, Toronto, 1944.
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Merchandise
Don’t be caught without Mossie gear in 2017—order now!
EMAIL EDDIE
Embroidered Caps

$15.00

Light and dark blue suede peak
caps:
* A52-600 motif embroidered
* MAAA across back
* Adjustable – one size fits all

Polo Shirts

$35.00

Poly cotton with pocket:

* A52-600 motif with MAAA
embroidered on front
* Sizes – small, medium, large,

T Shirts

$20.00

Cotton with:
* A52-600 motif with MAAA
embroidered on front
* Sizes – small, medium, large,
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Stubbie Holder

$5.00

Tie $20.00

Gold Lapel Badges

Navy Blue with stripes
* MAAA motif

$5.00

From the Mailbox
An email from Margaret Warren
(summarised)

mary does not do any justice to nearly 52 years
of flying and nearly 21,000 flying hours!

Margaret emailed to tell the MAAA committee
about her husband who has long had a love for
the beloved Mozzie.

A trip to London in order for Kevin to receive the
Master of Air Pilot Certificate was certainly memorable for both Margaret and Kevin. Whilst in the
United Kingdom a must stop visit was to the de
Havilland museum .

Kevin was born in September 1942 at Renmark.
Margaret and Kevin were married in November
1965 and are the proud parents of two children.
Their son Tony is also a pilot. Kevin is one of
the fortunate few who love the work he does and
below is just a quick summary of his aviation career.
Kevin started his aviation career in the Air Cadets and moved to South Australia to train in the
Cessna 172. His career as a pilot include towing
gliders in a Tiger Moth, tuna spotting in a Cessna 337, charter ambulance, water bomb fires ,
aerobatics and search and rescue. He won
many racers in Glasairs. He has also maintained and built countless aircraft . This sumTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Thanks for the email Margaret.

If you have anything you’d like to say, share and
write please don’t hesitate to email It through to
info@aussiemossie.asn.au
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Tribute to Heroics in World War II
Former pilot FO J. (Jack) F. Gleeson, 97, recalls a deadly U-boat encounter and flying
sorties in Mosquitos.
With kind permission, Airforce News has allowed us to reproduce this tribute to FO Jack Gleeson. SGT Dave Morley reports on
page 10 in Sept 9 2016 issue Airforce News.

AIRCDRE David Leach (retd) presents WWII pilot John (Jack) Gleeson the UK Government Bomber Command clasp, and inset. 464SQN Mosquito (below) flies over England.
Photos:Supplied by Probus Club of Newcastle and ADF.

A WWII fighter pilot was presented with France’s highest award, the Legion of Honour, at Newcastle on August 9, two days
before his 97th birthday.FLGOFF Jack Gleeson (retd) flew Mosquitos over Europe with the RAAF and RAF in 1944-45, but
his adventures started even before he reached England.
He recalled he got tonsillitis and missed the passenger liner he was supposed to travel on from Sydney to Liverpool.“So later on, 33 of us aircrew were put on SS Nestor, an old coal-burner launched in 1913, that had carried troops to Gallipoli and
France in WWI – the Anzacs had carved their names on the ship’s teak handrails,” he said.
PAGE 10
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“We sailed across the Indian Ocean at 10-12 knots and stopped at Durban, then Cape Town, which is another story on its
own, and then put into Freetown in West Africa for three weeks to wait for a convoy to join.
“Then two days out of England we were hit by a U-boat wolf pack and the ship beside us and the one behind us were both
sunk.”
In England, FLGOFF Gleeson flew with No. 464 RAAF Squadron and later, in January 1945, transferred to No. 239 RAF
Squadron, tasked with flying cover for the Lancaster night mass-bombing operations over Europe.
He flew 22 operations mainly to Germany, including Berlin, and also Holland, France, Belgium and Denmark, until hostilities
ended on May 8, 1945.
“I flew Blenheims in training, which were so docile, and topped my class in flying, especially on night landings, before moving to Mosquitos,” he said.“Flying the Mosquitos was like getting on a wild stallion – with no notice at all they could shoot off
to the left on take-off and landing, but they were a magnificent aircraft.”
FLGOFF Gleeson was 8000 feet above the North Sea, returning to England after a raid over Germany, when one of his aircraft’s engines died.He said he didn’t like the idea of bailing out into the North Sea.“That’d kill you in an hour, so I put out a
mayday call,” he said.“I told my navigator to bail out when we came over land, but for a pilot to bail out of a Mosquito, you
had to flip the plane on its back and push the canopy away to get out.“Anyway they lit up an aerodrome right on the coast
with a canopy of searchlights for me and I made a wheels-down landing.”
FLGOFF Gleeson received a Bomber Command clasp for his 1939-45 Star on April 26, exactly 70 years and four months
after his discharge from the Air Force. Both his awards were presented to him by AIRCDRE Dave Leach (retd), himself a
former fighter pilot who flew Sabres and Mirages with the RAAF and CF-104 Starfighters in Canada and Germany with the
Canadian Forces.AIRCDRE Leach said it wasn’t every day one had the honour and pleasure to be invited to make a
presentation to someone who put his life on the line and made a significant contribution to the outcome of the war.
“It is a particular pleasure when the person concerned is a good friend,” he said.FLGOFF Gleeson said he was happy to be
presented with a Bomber Command clasp and a French Legion of Honour medal.“It was entirely due to AIRCDRE Leach
and the people at RAAF Base Williamtown sorting it all out for me,” he said.
“It wouldn’t have happened without their help.”
-----------------------------------------

MAAA at the 2017 Avalon Air Show

Patrick Dulhunty (pictured), a long time MAAA member, was one of
many MAAA members that attended the 2017 Avalon Air Show.
All those who attended spoke highly of the air show this year and
I’m sure have many, many photos to remember the experience.
Pat informs me the Harrier Jump Jet (pictured) was designed for
short and slim pilots. This photo was taken when he provided money for a charity as part of his day at the air show.
Fiona Shanahan
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Something to Remember Chapter 7 (Final Chapter)
Recently Air Commodore Mark Lax CSM (Retd) granted our Association access to reproducing his Mosquito story about No 1
Squadron. This abridged and final instalment, chapter seven of his story, has been included this month along with supporting photos
sourced from the collections donated by J.T. Harrison, AWM, Max Boase, J McDaniell, C. Smith and David Little.

THE WAR ENDS
To celebrate the victory over Japan, Headquarters First TAF proclaimed two days’ stand-down on 15 and 16 August, but as
the Squadron was directed to maintain a high level of serviceability, the Unit worked over the period. All members had to
wait until 25 August for their day off. The last seaward reconnaissance was flown on 16 August, and for the remainder of
the month, the Squadron’s flying duties again changed to that of top cover for fighters and tactical reconnaissance.
Crews soon reported an increase in life and activity on the ground, with many natives waving in the streets. White POWs,
including women, were reported in the Lintang Barracks, but there was still no signs of the Japanese. An investigative sortie
on 26 August confirmed the reports, all crews stating:
... much activity was seen. Sixty persons, some white with slouch hats, some women in grey cloaks, washing
on lines, people waved, hospital occupied ... Three men formed a triangle with red and yellow Chinese flags.
And again, on 30 August, the signal message ‘L X III’ was clearly visible on a roof hut and at the nearby airstrip a recent
sign proclaimed:
WELCOME
HRH RAJAH GOMO
ALL ALLIED FORCES
V
CORPS 102

Eventually, the poor souls were rescued and some would be entertained by members of the squadron at Labuan. It was
during these sorties that the Squadron received some ‘good press’, the Brisbane Courier-Mail announcing ‘AIF Prisoners in
Borneo display “All Well” Sign’. The article went further:
Labuan, August 28. - RAAF Mosquitoes and Beaufort pilots, who flew over Kuching, in British North Borneo,
on Sunday were greeted with a ‘Welcome’ sign, and one in large white lettering, ‘AIF All Well Here’. Men
were sitting in the sun. Some of them waved with their hats, and others with their hands. Flying their Mosquito
at 20ft. over the POW barracks, Flight-Lieutenant Peter Banks of Camberwell, Vic., and Flying- Officer Allan
Ashman, of Melbourne, saw 50 men in shorts and wearing slouch hats... Flying-Officer Ralph Martin, of Bundaberg, Queensland, said he saw one man leaning against a tree in a typical Digger post-propping attitude!.
The pilots brought back several photographs to confirm their observations.
Despite cessation of hostilities, Mosquito sorties continued through the remaining days of August and into September. The
sorties were rather mundane, concentrating on monitoring the terms of the ceasefire, searches for POW camps and ensuring no Japanese could escape the cordon set by the Army. Table 7.1 lists the post-war August operations.
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POW Camp at Kuching taken from Mossie. Note the L X III on the roof in the bottom left corner. (c/o J.
McDaniell)

Date
16 Aug
19 Aug

Task No
VIC 60
TAF 74

A52-517, 527, 506
A52-536,506, 511, 534, 513, 528,

23 Aug

TAF 85

A52-507, 506

26 Aug
27 Aug

TAF 91
TAF 97

A52-513, 505, 525, 515, 527, 509
A52-507, 527, 524, 508, 513, 505

29 Aug
30 Aug
31 Aug

TAF 11
VIC 63
VIC 65

A52-527, 505
A52-528,509
A52-522, 524

Seaward Recce Areas ‘F’ & ‘G’
Top cover for Catalina dropping pamphlets
areas
Photo Recce POW camps and results leaflet
drop
Top cover for Beaufort and Tac/R Kuching
Tac/R Krokong, Stabar, Rau and Recce
Kuching
Recce Kuching Area
Recce Kuching Area
Recce Kuching Area

Table 7.1 - Summary of Sorties - August 1945
September brought with it more rain and more reconnaissance over the Kuching area and yet more seaward reconnaissance patrols - this time as far as Saigon. By 15 September, flying operations had ceased. First TAF was planning a move
to Japan and required Mosquitoes for escort duties. Cessation of flying was intended to both preserve the assets and allow
scheduled maintenance to be conducted.
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Wharves Kuching (c/o D. Little)

Jap aircraft, Kuching (c/o D. Little)
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Date

Task No

2 Sep

VIC 70

A52-528, 517

Reconnaissance Kuching Area

2 Sep

VIC 71

A52-525, 522, 508, 509

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

3 Sep

VIC 72

A52-506, 524

Reconnaissance Kuching Area

4 Sep

VIC 76

A52-506, 508

Reconnaissance Kuching Area

4 Sep

VIC 74

A52-504, 505, 522, 527

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

5 Sep

VIC 77

A52-518, 531

Escort Catalina to Kuching

5 Sep

VIC 78

A52-513, 508, 533, 509

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

8 Sep

VIC 84

A52-532, 522, 533, 524

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

9 Sep

VIC 85

A52-509, 518, 533, 531

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

11 Sep

VIC 88

A52-522, 517, 533, 531, 508, 509

Air Cover Kuching Landing

12 Sep

VIC 90

A52-515, 532, 534

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

12 Sep

VIC 91

A52-531, 504, 524, 521

Air Cover Kuching

13 Sep

VIC 93

A52-513, 521, 535

Seaward Reconnaissance area “H”

14 Sep

VIC 96

A52-535, 522

Seaward Reconnaissance

15 Sep

VIC 99

A52-518, 504, 515

Seaward Reconnaissance

Table 7.2 - Summary of Final Sorties - September 1945

Air crew back from Kuching patrol (c/o D. Little)
A series of postings home meant a reshuffle in command appointments, both at No 86 Wing and the Squadron. On 18 September, Group Captain Whyte was replaced by Group Captain Lyle Holswich and at the Squadron, Flight Lieutenant Peter
Banks became OC ‘A’ Flight and Flight Lieutenant Reg Pfeiffer, OC ‘B’. A further month would pass before command of the
Unit likewise transferred.
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The Japanese Surrender
On 5 September, Major-General Hiyoe Yamamura, Commander Japanese Forces Kuching met with Australian representatives in Kuching to discuss the terms and conditions for the Japanese surrender. Mosquitoes A52-518 and A52-531 had the
duty of escorting a No 113 Air-Sea Rescue Catalina A24-99 from Labuan to Kuching for the discussions, the Mosquitoes
having to throttle back to 200 knots and orbit the Catalina to keep up with the lumbering seaplane. Such issues as POW
repatriation, size and disposition of enemy forces and final surrender arrangements had to be finalised before the more formal signing of surrender documents and relinquishing of samurai swords could be organised. Although the crews had reported little or no Japanese resistance in the preceding month, many found it difficult to believe that over 5,000 troops still
remained stationed in British North Borneo and on the nearby islands.

Australian representatives leaving Catalina A24-99 in Kuching to discuss the terms and conditions for
the Japanese surrender. (c/o D. Little)

September 10, 1945, a Ki-54c Hickory painted in surrender markings transported the Japanese surrender delegation to Labuan Airfield accompanied by a Ki-21 Sally "Tokyo Rose".”. (c/o D. Little).
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Japanese air crew of the Ki-54c Hickory. Just visible are the white painted crosses or surrender markings. (c/o D. Little).

General Baba at the surrender ceremony (c/o RAAF)
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Lieutenant-General Masao Baba, Commander 37th Army Borneo, formally signed the instrument of surrender at Labuan on
10 September 1945. In doing so, Baba surrendered his sword to Major- General George Wooton, of the 9th Division and
three and a half years of Japanese occupation came to an end. Lieutenant-General Masao Baba, responsible, amongst
other things, for the 'Sandakan death marches' was hanged for war crimes, on 5 Jun 1947. His sword is now held by the
Australian War Memorial. General Yamamura, Baba’s deputy, likewise surrendered his sword the next day to Brigadier
Thomas Eastwick, Commanding Officer Kuching Force aboard HMAS Kapunda off Kuching, this act completing the surrender formalities.

Other Activities
With the war over, a sense of relaxation came over the base. There was time for sports and social activities. The Squadron’s Rugby League team beat No 13 Squadron 5-0 and buoyed by their win challenged No 457 Squadron to a match. No 1
Squadron won that game 15-06 and Aussie Rules was also played, but not with the same level of success. Miss Gracie
Fields featured at a concert organised by Army Amenities and the RAAF. Her first words in a broad Yorkshire accent were
memorable as she and her husband stepped off the plane; ‘Eeee its blooody ot!’ Unfortunately, the drought broke just as
she reached the stage, but the show went on regardless and all had a good time.

Air Force vs The Rest of Australia - Rugby match at Labuan. The score was 0-0, but Air Force won

the re-match 3-0. (c/o J McDaniell)
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The Rugby team. They beat No 5 ACS 10-3, 47 OBU (score not listed), No 93 Sqn 10-0 and 82 Sqn 13-5.
The team eventually won the Island Competition Final defeating No 93 Sqn 10-0. ”. (c/o D. Little).
It is during times such as this that certain personalities stand out and one such person was the Squadron doctor. Squadron
Leader Bill Leventhal was a good mixer and morale booster as pilot Don Jacob explained:
He [Leventhal] had the undoubted confidence of all ranks. In Borneo when hostilities and pressures eased, he did a thriving
business in circumcisions. He was always accompanied by his little monkey which perched precariously on the steering
wheel of his jeep. He was concerned by falling morale at Labuan and organised a real bang-up party. He scrounged all the
spirits he could get (legally or otherwise) and mixed them with his medicinal alcohol, lemon essence etc and produced
enough real jungle juice to flatten the lot of us - what a great party. Problem was to sort out the doctor from the patients at
the subsequent ‘Sick Parade’

Squadron doctor, S/L Bill Leventhal with his pet monkey (c/o J.T. Harrison / AWM).
As the Squadron, had had some involvement in the search for POWs, it seemed only fitting that some of those unfortunate
to have been held by the Japanese had the opportunity to visit the unit upon their release. On a number of such occasions,
members of the Squadron entertained ex-POWs, hosting them to a mess luncheon and conducting guided tours of the aircraft and lines.
Although not listed in the records, the Squadron also acquired a Mitsubishi Ki 51 'Sonia' from No 4 Squadron for the asking
price of a bottle of whisky. Given the relatively low cost of the capture Japanese war plane it seems likely that the aircraft
was not flyable by the time No 4 Squadron handed it over. Its ultimate fate is not recorded.

One Fails to Make it Home
Apart from the loss of Squadron Leader Browne and Flying Officer Gregson, the Squadron had come through the war zone
unscathed. This also changed when Squadron Armourer, Corporal Jack Hill, was found dead in his hospital camp stretcher
on the morning of 20 October 1945. Jack had apparently died of heart failure in his sleep shortly after his admission to No
29 Medical Clearing Section, which also based on Labuan.
The Squadron stood down to farewell their missing comrade. After a short funeral service in the camp chapel, Jack was
buried at the Labuan War Cemetery and he is also remembered on the Squadron’s Roll of Honour at the Australian War
Memorial.

The Trip Home
On 1 October, a signal arrived from HQ First TAF directing the Unit to pack and return to Australia. The Movement order
was cancelled two days later as the Unit was required to assist the deployment of No 81 Wing (Mustangs) to Japan to form
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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the RAAF contingent of the British and Commonwealth Occupation Forces. No 1 Squadron Mosquitos were required to assist with navigation and search and rescue (should it be needed). The initial departure date was set at 15 October 1945.
But the best laid plans can change and on 11 October, First TAF advised that 10 aircraft would be ferried home to Australia
and the remainder would go on escort duties. The next day, advice was received that a typhoon had destroyed the airfield
at Okinawa and the whole operation was postponed indefinitely. Given the rapid deterioration of the Mosquito aircraft in the
tropical weather, the return of the aircraft and crews to Australia had to be hastened. A long wait and no flying would be
devastating to the aircraft's structure. Thus, a decision as to their fate had to be made.

A52-517 (NA-D) waits patiently at the end of the war to transport RAAF Mustangs to Japan

Mosquito A52-510 being towed to dispersal bay by tractor, Labuan Borneo Aug 1945. (c/o J.T. Harrison / AWM).
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LAC W. C. Billy Heathcote & WO G. Pete Forsythe in front A52-534 with crew motif ‘Chief sitting bull’
on entrance door behind. (c/o LAC A. M. ‘Max’ Boase).

The cartoon of an angry ‘mossie’ carrying a bomb, painted on the truck canopy, is the prized emblem
of No 1 Squadron and used on all Mosquito aircraft fins. Some of the personnel who keep the aircraft
flying are: L to R: LAC Keith Cox Glenhuntly Vic, Flt Lt William Richardson Deepdene Vic, Flt Sgt Dan
Holloway Cheltenham Vic, Cpl Pat Carty Ivanhoe Vic, Flt Sgt Ken Carruthers Geelong Vic & Cpl Leslie
Turner Colac Vic. (c/o J.T. Harrison / AWM).
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Wireless section personnel. Names unknown. (c/o D. Little).

Armourers preparing machine gun belts. L to R: LAC Arthur Reid Forbes NSW, LAC Darby Wilson Sydney, Sgt Dave Dowman Hurstville NSW, LAC Bill Brown Lithgow NSW, Cpl Neville Newhound Narromine NSW & Sgt Laurie O’Neill Sydney. (c/o J.T. Harrison / AWM).

Medical officers at entrance to medical area, Labuan. Names unknown (c/o D. Little).
Thus, the first 10 aircraft and 20 crews departed Labuan for the return flight to Australia on 17 October, on which date Wing
Commander Little relinquished command of the Unit to Flight Lieutenant Jack McDaniell. The route took the returnees
through Balikpapan, Darwin, Alice Springs and finally to Richmond where the aircraft were handed over to No 2 AD for disposal, without pomp or ceremony. Fittingly, the three flight sections (Red, Blue and Yellow) went under the old Squadron
call sign of ‘Woodchopper’.
Finally, on 25 October, First TAF agreed that all Mosquitoes be returned to Australia before they became totally unserviceable. The last aircraft were directed to the mainland on 10 November 1945 followed shortly after by the remaining airmen for
discharge. Those who chose to remain in the Service, transferred to other Units,
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Something to Remember Chapter 7 (Final Chapter)

A52-511 in Darwin enroute to Richmond. (c/o C. Smith).

FO B. R. Barry (Nav) from Highgate SA and FO F.G. Martin from Bondi NSW say good bye to ‘The Bondi Blond’ (A52-518 ) after returning from Labuan, Borneo. (c/o AWM).

Final Days
By 13 November, the Squadron had disbanded to a nucleus comprising Flight Lieutenant Geoff Storey, now appointed the
Commanding Officer, Flight Sergeant Frank Roberts (a Clerk General) and three airmen. The five were tasked to return to
Australia aboard the M.V. Wanaka bound for Townsville with the Squadron records to wrap-up the Unit.
The Unit History records that on 15 November, the remaining personnel were posted to Personnel Depots and other units
on the Island. While most of the aircrew had returned home, many of the airmen with trades such as fitters and rigger were
posted to No 77 Squadron, also at Labuan.
On their arrival, back in Australia on 5 December, the nucleus staff travelled to Narromine, NSW and established a Headquarters there to process the Squadron’s war records and noted in the Unit History were:
... without aircraft or equipment and [the] only work to be done [was] answering queries on movements, postings and documents of personnel previously in the Unit.
FLt. Storey had been given the task of winding-up both No 1 and her sister No 93 Squadron, which he and subsequent
caretaker Commanding Officers did. Once again, a chapter closed on the history of Australia’s oldest flying Squadron with
formal disbandment coming on 7 August 1946.
THE END
----------------------------------------------------
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Nhill Aviation Heritage Centre
Former WW2 RAAF Base Nhill lies 5km out of Nhill township, about
halfway between Melbourne and Adelaide on the Western Highway
(Hwy 8). It’s now the home of the Nhill Aviation Heritage Centre
(NAHC) in its new hangar, the Civil Aviation Historical Society’s Department of Civil Aviation Aeradio museum in a partially-restored
original aeradio shack, and numerous remains of its RAAF occupation (including a Bellman hangar). One of its tenants during WW2
was a RAAF navigator training school which used the ubiquitous
Avro Anson aircraft; and that’s what we see on entry to the NAHC
hangar. Restorations manager Mick ??? has restored the fuselage
Close up of an Anson in the Nhil Aviation and undercarriage of Anson W2364, which is almost complete; he
Heritage Centre Hangar
has rebuilt both engines, with the starboard unit now running.
There’s plenty more to do of course (isn’t there always?), including
restoring the wings.
The open plan hangar is well presented, with story boards, photos and other artefacts on display. Story board displays continue outside on a walking trail which visits many of the former RAAF base sites.
This is an all-volunteer operation, and is a credit to its many active contributors. Thanks to NAHC
President Rob Lynch, Len, Mick, Kay and Alan for a warm and informative welcome. And a special
thanks to Rob for ferrying us the 500m or so to the CAHS Aeradio Shack in what was previously his
grandfather’s 1936 Straight Eight Buick!
For more information visit their website at www.nhillaviationheritagecentre.com.au
Terry Burke

Civil Aviation Historical Society—Nhill DCA Aeradio Shack

Mick, Rob and Terry with Anson
Spares

Restoration of the former Department of Civil Aviation Aeradio Shack is a
fine example of a cooperative volunteers’ venture. Initiated by the Civil Aviation Historical Society, the project also involves volunteers from the Nhill
Mens Shed and the Nhill Aviation Heritage Centre. So far, footings, plumbing and guttering have been completed with flooring in progress. Many
items of radio equipment are in the shack and ready for installation later
this year. It is not open to the public at present due to rebuilding works; see
the CAHS website for further information.

The term ‘Aeradio’ was used to describe a branch of the Australian Government’s Department of Civil Aviation (now Civil Aviation Safety Authority
or CASA), which was set up in the late 1930’s. Its function was to provide position checking and reporting via radio communication between aircraft and nearby ground stations. This branch was subsequently split to provide Air Traffic Controllers (ATC) at busier terminals with
Flight Service operators in more remote areas.
The Civil Aviation Historical Society’s museum is at Essendon Airport and is
open to the public. For more information visit their website at
www.airwaysmuseum.com
Terry Burke
Mick, Pattie and Rob at the
DCA Aeradio Shack
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Sir Reginald Ansett Transport Museum—Hamilton, Victoria
Overlooking Lake Hamilton, the Ansett Museum pays tribute to one of the most important of all Australia’s commercial aviation pioneers. In December 1931, the young “Reggie” Ansett drove paying passengers in a Studebaker car from Hamilton to Ballarat; thus a transport empire was born. By February
1936, Ansett flew a Fokker Universal aircraft VH-UTO from Hamilton to Melbourne. This Museum traces the various stages in the development of Ansett Transport Industries, from the Studebaker car, a
Fokker Universal aircraft, one of the signature Pioneer Clipper coaches and on through a broad collection of uniforms and models. The 20-minute video is a bit spotty in production but is absorbing and a
must-see.
For more information visit their website at www.ansettmuseum.com.au
Terry Burke

Barry Tate Paintings
If you wish to procure prints of these paintings or commission other painting please contact:
Barry J. Tate,
15b Van Ness Ave,
Mornington VIC 393,
Or phone: 5975 8143

A52-604 a PR Mk XVI DH98 Mosquito over
Darwin, NT. (Courtesy B J Tate)
Postcard showing #1 Squadron Mosquitos. (Courtesy of B J
Tate)
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Vale
The Association is sad to announce the passing of the following members
since the last Bulletin was produced:
Jeffery Love, Hunters Hill (NSW)

New Members
The Association is pleased to announce and introduce new members since the last Bulletin:
NA
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Articles in this Bulletin have been faithfully reproduced and credit has been given to the reference source where known.
If any details are misrepresented or incorrect, please contact the Editor who will makes amends in following publications.
"Disclaimer: The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia ("the Association") is a privately funded charitable organisation which has no connection with any other body. The views and opinions expressed in any article and/or publication by the Association are those of the Association and/or its contributors, and not of the Department of Defence, the RAAF Museum or any other body."
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