Howard (Hal) Hobson
achieved his ambition to fly
on operations near the end
of World War 2. After joining the RAAF and completing basic training in Australia, Hal was transferred
to Canada under the Empire Air Training Scheme
(EATS) for flying training,
eventually being shipped
Hal Hobson speaking to those present at Point Cook about to England for more advanced multi-engined airhis memoirs.
Terry Burke, Nancy Hobson, Hal Hobson and Eddie Wasse- craft flying. A period on
naar.
Avro Ansons (Aggies) and
Airspeed Oxfords ensued,
followed by a Mosquito conversion course with an RAF Operational Training
Unit. Finally, Hal was transferred to No.464 Squadron RAAF (attached to
the RAF’s No.2 Tactical Airforce) for his operational debut on Mossies. This
squadron was one of the legendary ‘Gestapo Hunters’, famous for their daring raids on the Amiens prison (France), Aarhus (one of three Gestapo
headquarters in Denmark) and Shellhuset (Copenhagen). These raids were
all in the past when Hal joined the squadron, but flying operations were anything but easy. He particularly remembers low altitude (below 100 feet!)
night missions, which he describes as “hairy”, and the best feeling of all?
“Making it home!”
Thank you Hal. It’s been a privilege to meet and listen to such a very special
person.

Terry Burke, President
Mosquito Aircraft Association of
Australia

Hal Hobson and Nancy Hobson inspecting the
Mosquito with the Mozzie crew at Point Cook.
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The President’s Log
while, the Wednesday Warriors have made
steady progress as they continue with the reskinning of the fuselage; final finish of the outer
skin looks every bit as good as the original.
As always, thanks to Richard Luxton for his magnificent efforts to keep the former WW2 RAAF
base at Coomalie Creek NT as such an important part of Australia’s living history. You’ll
find more under the heading ‘Coomalie News’.

Best wishes for the festive season to all ‘Aussie
Mossie Bulletin’ readers, MAAA members, friends
and families. I hope it’s a season of peace, happiness and good health for all of us.
The years are getting shorter and busier, despite
my recent retirement from work. Like the last several, 2016 has so far been chock full of interest.
More Mosquitoes are now flying, the latest being
in New Zealand (again) a couple of months ago –
it’s great to see. Even better was meeting a couple of ‘olds and bolds’ this year, first of whom was
Howard (Hal) Hobson. Hal, wife Nancy, daughter
Cally and son-in-law Justin paid a visit at the
RAAF Museum in October where they were treated to lunch, a visit to the Restoration Hangar and
A52-600 and a cold and windy formation flying
display. The second was Joseph Ward, an RAF
Mossie pilot who flew photo reconnaissance aircraft in the late 1940s before converting to PR
Canberras. More about these two important people later in the Bulletin.
Restoration works continue on A52-600. Don
Taylor and Bob Stevens have made significant
inroads to our computerised data recording, and
it’s becoming more user-friendly the further they
go. Peter Lewis’ contributions to a safe work environment are as valuable as anything else on and
around the MLG area, and Eddie Wassenaar’s
detailed investigations into pivot pins and associated components, although they will never be
seen in the finished assembly, are nevertheless
vital. Ron Gillis, Pat Dulhunty and our two new
workers Kyle and Aaron continue their good work,
and we’re all starting to know more about where
to find the nuts and bolts of the project. MeanPAGE 2

Welcome, Fiona Shanahan to the team. Fiona’s
speciality is as a military archaeologist, has recently spent some months on related activities at
the former convict prison at Port Arthur in Tassie,
and had a thoroughly absorbing visit to Coomalie
Creek last year. She has already shown the enthusiasm necessary to get down to the nitty gritty. Fiona has also taken on the task of editing the
MAAA’s ‘Aussie Mossie Bulletin’ and, as you can
see from this one, she’s a welcome addition. Her
previous experience includes a submission entitled “Managing Coomalie: a living history” to
Australia’s International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS) “Historic Environment”
booklet (Vol 28 No 3 – 2016) as part of her work
on a higher degree. Fiona has presented a copy
of this booklet to the MAAA, with its front cover
photo of No 87 Squadron Mosquito PR Mk XVI
aircraft A52-609 booming down R 35 at Coomalie on VJ Day 15 August 1945: full noise and
50 feet altitude.
David Devenish and Pat Dulhunty have polished
off some of the last tasks in refurbishing P-170,
with Pat fabricating a new stand for a set of plan
drawers. David has installed some blinds, and
has started turning a corner of “our” wall space
into a photo and info. gallery of special Mossie
people, starting appropriately with photos and a
brief biography of Bob Cowper. Good one David.
Eddie Wassenaar stepped up to take on the
Merchandising role and you may have seen notices about what’s available in this and previous
Bulletins. And special thanks to our volunteers
for sticking to the main tasks; your contributions
are invaluable.
Terry Burke, President MAAA
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Editor’s Log
er this month and has been delighted to have
spoken with him about his time in the RAF. Additionally, I will be writing a piece about aviation
archaeology. These pieces will of course be
compliments with the works of our regular contributors.
Please stay safe over the Christmas and New
Year holidays and I look forward to either seeing
you in person or hearing from you via email over
the next few months.

Fiona Shanahan

Hello from the Editor’s seat. It is a great privilege
to be asked to edit and produce a bulletin that has
been going strongly for a number of decades.
Bob Stevens has certainly left some big shoes to
fill in this role and has been amazing in answering
all of the questions I’ve had whilst settling in.
It was with great delight that upon receiving feedback and comment on a piece I wrote for the last
bulletin, I became aware that it attracts a far
reaching audience —hello to all those currently
reading from outside of Australia.
Thanks Terry Burke for the quick introduction
(President’s Log). I have been working in the archaeological and heritage fields for over five
years and I have to say that Coomalie is a site
that has certainly grown on me over the years.
There are few other sites that I have visited/
worked on or researched that keeps drawing me
back year after year. If you have any questions
for me about archaeology/ aviation or conflict
(battlefield) archaeology please don’t hesitate to
contact me and I’d be happy to chat about it.

(Coomalie Airstrip 2015. Photo courtesy Jordan
Gannaway)

The MAAA team and community really are lucky
to now have access to a seemingly endless supply of resources and I hope that in future bulletins
a number of you, the readership, might email in
any news or pieces you’d like to share with the
rest of this welcoming community of Mozzie comrades.
In the next edition we will be including an article
on Joseph (Joe) Ward. Terry Burke met Joe earliTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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Restoration News
Work is continuing on the Mossie fuselage upper
surface by the Wednesday team with progress
advanced to the upper area straddling bulkhead 3
and the cockpit rear pressure bulkhead, including
the dinghy access hatch area.
The structural components of the LHS Wing Fixing Bearer are currently being refurbished ready
to be reinstalled. The RHS Wing Fixing Bearer
will be a repeat of the LHS process.
The cockpit rear pressure bulkhead has been
carefully removed, de-constructed, old glue removed and is about to be rebuilt before reinstalling into the fuselage
Our weekend team has been involved with
searching for fuselage drawings or components to
progress the restoration of the complete tail wheel
assembly.
Restoration of the pilot’s seat continues, recently
acquired with parts from the ex ‘High Ball’ aircraft
by the RAAF Museum. It has had initial bead
blasting to remove surface rust and corrosion and
awaiting further restoration.
The weekend MAAA members have started work
on the tail wheel assembly using some of the
parts from the ex ‘High Ball’ aircraft. This includes
the tail plane support structure, with first emphasis
on locating all the components and assessing
their condition and constructing a working support
frame to hold all the tail wheel components as
they are assembled. It is envisaged this assembly
may become an exhibit.
Work has continued finding, cataloguing and assessing restoration of the main undercarriage assembly bolts.
Final repair work has started on the RHS and LHS
U/C door closing frames by the weekend MAAA
members, using body filler material on the damaged / corroded areas of tubing. This will be
shaped, smoothed and then painted.
Recently David Jones, Technical Curator, discovered the top radio antenna that has been missing
from the mossie storage area. The top third of the
antenna had been cut off probably at the time of
disposal of the aircraft from the RAAF and is now
missing. Initial restoration has commenced by
Ron Gretton and John McCrystal towards remanufacturing this missing piece.
Cataloguing the contents of the Mosquito storage
racking in the restoration hangar has recommenced as team member Pat has retired from full
time work and is happy to work one day mid-week
on just this. Recently, Noel Fenton, a volunteer
who had previously worked on the Mossie radio,
navigation equipment and electrics, was invited to
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help us establish just what equipment has been
restored and what still needs to be restored.
Pat has agreed as part of his cataloguing, to work
closely with Noel on sorting this radio gear. Welcome back aboard, Noel!
Don Taylor and Bob Stevens have been steadily
grinding away at the cleanup and reconfiguring of
our major computer Parts Data inventory.
A pleasant environment hopefully now awaits us
after the new hangar doors have been installed on
the Restoration Hangar, with great expectation
that the hazards of bird droppings has been eliminated.
“Safe Working”, best wishes for the festive season
to you and your families and thanks for your continued effort,
Ron Gillis
(All photographs supplied by Ron Gillis)
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Coomalie News
Coomalie Creek airfield has been a busy place
this year. Owner Richard Luxton has maintained
and improved the former WW2 RAAF base over
many years now, largely at his own cost and with
the help and support of many friends. Here are
some of this years’ activities:
Training exercises have been successfully conducted at Coomalie by NorForce, N.T. Police
and Army Cadets among many others.

In what is an annual event, VJ Day (marking the
end of World War 2 on 15 August 1945) is
celebrated on the nearest weekend to that
date in August at Coomalie Creek. It’s especially significant here for another reason. Although 87 Squadron knew the surrender
would shortly be in force, the official word had
not been received by the Squadron that morning. So a Mossie PR mission which had already been planned was launched; the crew
were recalled to base about an hour out when
‘The Word’ was finally received. This year, a
large fly-in contingent and an even larger
drive-in one were again in attendance, where
Rev. Ian MacDonald conducted a Thanksgiving service in the replica 31 (Beaufighter)
Squadron Chapel.

outside the cemetery gates. They then moved
up the Track to Coomalie for a wreath laying,
first on the 17 marker on the airstrip then to
the memorial plaque at Squadron Leader Jim
Gillespies’ and Flying Officer Frank Haymes’
crash site.
Construction is well advanced on a new Control
Tower replica. Fabricated legs are already on

A new Optus communications tower has been
built adjacent to the Telstra tower on a hilltop
on the property north east of Runway 17. It’s
now structurally complete and should have its
communications suite installed soon.
“Party Central” has been transformed with 100
square metres of concrete-paved guest area,
overhead shade sails and kitchen and other
utility areas to one side. For those who know
the site, this area is just to the west of the
threshold of R 17, and close to the new toilet
and shower block.

On 11 November Richard and friends attended
the Remembrance Day service at Adelaide
River War Cemetery, and afterwards gathered under the 31 Squadron Memorial Tree
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the site of the original tower, which was demolished after WW2; these legs should be
erected on the old footings by the time you
read this.

This is an incomplete list of the happenings at
Coomalie this year alone, and much of it is down
to one man and his group of volunteer helpers:
Richard Luxton. Thanks Richard.
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Coomalie News
Terry Burke, President MAAA
(All photographs supplied by Richard
Luxton)
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Merchandise
Don’t be caught without Mossie gear in 2017—order now!

Embroidered Caps

$15.00

Light and dark blue suede peak
caps:
* A52-600 motif embroidered
* MAAA across back
* Adjustable – one size fits all

Polo Shirts

$35.00

Poly cotton with pocket:
* A52-600 motif with MAAA
embroidered on front
* Sizes – small, medium, large,
2XL and 3XL

T Shirts

$20.00

Cotton with:
* A52-600 motif with MAAA
embroidered on front
* Sizes – small, medium, large,
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Stubbie Holder

$5.00

Tie $20.00

Gold Lapel Badges

Navy Blue with stripes
* MAAA motif

$5.00

From the Mailbox
A letter from Cecil Smith:

war.
And I have just celebrated my 91st birthday.

Why am I writing to you.
Well I must be one of a few now remaining who
actually saw a Mosquito flying in WW 2.

Cecil Smith
Queensland, 2016

To be as brief as possible I was based on 58
OBU (Operational Base Unit} which was located
on the Kimberley coast of WA.
The airstrip was known as TRUSCOTT and occasionally a Mosquito would depart Truscott or
return to there depending on the location of their
target or perhaps some operational problem on
their return flight and it was nearer to them at
the time than their home base.

If you have anything you’d like to say, share and
write please don’t hesitate to email It through to
info@aussiemossie.asn.au

Every flight involved crossing some 4 or 500
miles of water twice and not every one succeeded.
It was the last airstrip on the Australian continent
that was still operational to the last days of the
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright
Cpl Cecil Harry Wright #19962
RAAF 1940 -1945
In 2015, whilst visiting Coomalie Creek south of Darwin for the 75 year anniversary of VP day, I
dropped into the Batchelor museum and amongst the WWII display was this background to Cec
Wright’s service. Cec’s wife Jenny Wright has given the MAAA permission to reproduce this information.
Some years previous, Alan Middleton arranged with Jenny,permission to copy Cec’s photo album.
The MAAA thanks Jenny for her generosity. Together with service records from the National Archives, this account is dedicated to the memory of Cec Wright.

.
Born Cecil Harry Wright on 22 June 1918, ‘Cec’ attended Stanhope State School in country Victoria before leaving at 14 years and briefly taking up farming and – very briefly – droving, before being employed at a local garage. Later offered the opportunity of taking up a motor mechanic apprenticeship he
was part way through the course when the Great Depression began to seriously impact the local economy.
With business falling Cec’s boss found him a job at the Kyabram fruit cannery repairing and maintaining
the machinery. Despite the interruption to his apprenticeship, Cec was able to resume studies and
gained his ‘A’ Grade Mechanic’s Certificate in March 1940.
Late in 1940, Cec enlisted with the RAAF, and commenced a period of training typical of many enlisted
servicemen. Rooky training at #1 Service Flying Training School (SFTS) at Point Cook, Engineering
school at the Show Grounds Ascot Vale Melbourne and #3 School of Technical Training at Ultimo in
Sydney and then further training at 1 SFTS. In July 1942, Cec successfully passed his flight mechanic’s
course (no 34), as a Fitter II E.
Some months later, Cec was posted to 1 Aircraft Park in Geelong where he spent the following 11
months.

No 1 Aircraft Park RAAF, North Geelong. The RAAF utilised the International Harvester factory site from 1940 for aircraft construction and personnel training. Pictured is
FO J. C. Archer RAF pilot in a Fairey Battle aircraft over the International Harvester
factory. 1940. (Courtesy AWM - AC0013)
Transferred to Embarkation Depot in Ascot Vale in Nov 1943, Cec received a posting to Darwin area
PAGE 10
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright
reporting to No. 55 Operational Base Unit (OBU) at Birdum. On the 8thDecember 1943 Cec was
posted No. 1 Photographic Reconnaissance Unit (PRU), where he spent the next 12 months.

Transport to one of the various welfare activities organised bythe unit. LAC Cec
Wright is 6th from left seated. 1 PR Unit RAAF. 1944. Loc: Coomalie Creek, NT.

"Darwin Botanical Gardens, taken with different camera"LAC Cec Wright is 2nd from
left.

"The gang at Mindil beach, Darwin, NT". LAC Cec Wright is standing at centre.
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright

Day out shooting for stray cattle for meat up near Humpty Doo - 2 steers 3 kangaroos.
Cec Wright is 3rd from right. Dec 1943. 1 PR Unit RAAF. Loc: Coomalie Creek, NT.

"Meal time with the gang". LAC Cec Wright is on left at centre. Loc: Coomalie Creek, NT.
1944

“Red Dog Casino” - LAC James Hopgood tent after hours. Cec Wright is 2nd from
right.
27 May 1944. Loc: Coomalie Creek, NT.
At Coomalie, Cec worked on the F4 reconnaissance version of the Lockheed P-38 Lightning and WirPAGE 12
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright
raway aircraft then operated by the unit, however they were largely ineffectual in the role and instead
unit photographers were attached to the USAAF. The last of the three RAAF Lightnings, A55-1, was
destroyed by fire on 1 September 1944. ( For more informationabout Lockheed Lightnings, operated by
1 PRU, including related photos from CPL Cec Wright collection, can be found at Ron Cuskelly’s excellent Lockheed web site
http://www.adastron.com/lockheed/lightning/a55-1.htm).

A55-1 F4 Lockheed Lightning, without camouflage after major overhaul in August 1944. It
is speculated the 59 mission symbols were applied in recognition of being the "last survivor" and the series of photos taken by unit photographer just before it was written off in a
landing accident on 1 September 1944. (Courtesy Ron Cuskelly - Adastron). Group portrait
shows ground crew which included CPL Cec Wright on left of propeller. Loc: Coomalie
Creek, NT.

The last of the 3 Lockheed Lightnings, A55-1 crashed on 1st September 1944 due to landing gear failure. The pilot Flt Lt John Rush survived the crash but suffered burns to the
arms. This marked the end of the Lightning service in RAAF. 1 PR Unit, RAAF. Loc: Coomalie Creek, NT.
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright

Inspecting the damage the following day is LAC Cec Wright, LAC Bert H.Edge & Pilot FO
C.J. Rush. A20-558 Wirraway was damaged after landing with a flat tyre, whilst on a training flight flown by FO Rush. 12th Feb 1944. (RAAF photo ref: GX74).1 PR Unit, RAAF,
Batchelor, NT.

Another view of the Wirraway. (RAAF photo ref: GX711 taken 12th Feb 1944)
Cec was also involved in servicing B-25 Mitchell bombers of No. 18 NEI Squadron, a mixed Dutch,
Australian and Javanese unit based at Batchelor following rumours of unrest and allegations of sabotage by the Dutch aircrews against ground mechanics. A servicing crew from Coomalie was transported daily to Batchelor over six weeks in 1944.
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A47-30 B-25J, C.March 1945 when with 1 APU, RAAF, Laverton, VIC. This aircraft
was received from USA in July 1944. Renumbered from N5-229 in Aug 1944 when
with NEI (Dutch) RAAF Squadron but reverted back to 1 APU for fuel consumption trials and testing of chemical and photoflash bombs.

On 29 May 1944 the first of the new reconnaissance version of the de Havilland Mosquito aircraft,
A52-2, arrived at Coomalie and Cec was assigned to the new aircraft as they arrived.

The first photo reconnaissance Mosquito A52-2 arrived at Coomalie Creek, NT on
29th May 1944, flown by FO Ken Boss-Walker and navigator PO Jeff Love. 1 PR
Unit RAAF.

In August the unit CO, Squadron Leader S. Hermes and his navigator, Pilot Officer A. L. Kirley,
were attached to the USAAF 5th Air Force at Noemfoor as a prelude to a planned invasion of Leyte
(Philippines). Cec and a servicing crew were also sent but the ditching of A52-4 aircraft in Geelvink
Bay saw them return to Coomalie. Hermes and Kirley were rescued.
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright

Group portrait of1 PRUnit air, ground and photographic crew. In the front row are some of
the first aircrew to fly Mosquitoes operationally over Japanese territory in SW pacific. L to
R: FO Roget, unknown, unknown, FO Garrett, SL Bonython , SL Hermes, FLt Proctor, FO
Phillips, unknown, FO Love. (Courtesy D. Vincent) The other rows comprise groundstaff.
CPL Cec Wright is 3rd from left in second row. 1 PR Unit RAAF, C.Aug 1944. Loc: Coomalie Creek NT.

In August 1944 Cec was promoted to Corporal and the unit was now accorded Squadron status when
on the 19th September it became No 87 (PR) Squadron at Coomalie Creek, NT.
Cec was attached to Doctors Gully in Darwin where he serviced Catalina flying boats before being
posted south to No. 1 Aircraft Performance Unit at Laverton on 12 December 1944.

A24-111 Catalina 115 Air Sea Rescue Flight 26/11/45. Loc: unknown. C 1945.

The day peace was declared Cec recalled he was working on a B-24 Liberator. He was discharged
from the RAAF on 29 November 1945 and went into business and private flying.
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B-24M Liberator A72-198, 1 APU RAAF, Laverton, VIC, 1945.
Allotted to 1 APU for prototype use in radar trials.

A52-519 UK built FB.VI Mosquito, C. Feb 45, 1 APU, RAAF. Loc: Laverton, VIC.
1 of 37 aircraft allocated to No 1 Squadron, RAAF, Kingaroy, QLD
where they were repainted overall silver.

.
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Cpl Cecil Harry Wright

Discharge letter issued to unit personnel along with attached photo and signed by
CO & Wing Commander J.H Harper No 1 APU RAAF station Laverton, VIC. Sept 1945.

Group portrait of 1 APU RAAF personnel with Liberator A72-198, given to Cec Wright
along with his discharge letter. 1945. Laverton, VIC.
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CPL Cec Wright and A68-1 CAC CA-17 Mustang, 1945, 1 APU RAAF, Laverton. VIC
------------------------------------
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Vale
The Association is sad to announce the passing of the following members
since the last Bulletin was produced:
Nil

New Members
The Association is pleased to announce and introduce new members since the last Bulletin:
Glenn Costin, Yackandandah, VIC
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Articles in this Bulletin have been faithfully reproduced and credit has been given to the reference source where known.
If any details are misrepresented or incorrect, please contact the Editor who will makes amends in following publications.
"Disclaimer: The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia ("the Association") is a privately funded charitable organisation which has no connection with any other body. The views and opinions expressed in any article and/or publication by the Association are those of the Association and/or its contributors, and not of the Department of Defence, the RAAF Museum or any other body."
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