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The original day bomber prototype, W4050, was rolled out on 19 November 1940, and 
first flew on 25 November, only 10 months after the go-ahead from the British Air Ministry. 
 
The original estimates were that as the Mosquito prototype had twice the surface area and 
over twice the weight of the 1940 Spitfire Mk II, but also with twice its power, the Mosquito 
would end up being 20 mph (32 km/h) faster.  
 
Over the next few months, W4050 surpassed this estimate, easily beating the Spitfire Mk 
II in testing at RAF Boscombe Down in February 1941 at a top speed of 392 mph (631 
km/h) at 22,000 ft (6,700 m) altitude, compared to a top speed of 360 mph (579 km/h) at 
19,500 ft (6,000 m) for the Spitfire. 

"In 1940 I could at least fly as far as Glasgow in most of my aircraft, but not now!  
 
It makes me furious when I see the Mosquito. I turn green and yellow with envy. The 
British, who can afford aluminium better than we can, knock together a beautiful wooden 
aircraft that every piano factory over there is building, and they give it a speed which 
they have now increased yet again.  
 
What do you make of that? There is nothing the British do not have. They have the geni-
uses and we have the nincompoops.  
 
After the war is over I'm going to buy a British radio set - then at least I'll own something 
that has always worked."   
 
Hermann Göring, 1943. 
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The President’s Log 

and Allan Beavis. One of Mau-
rie’s connections with the MAAA 
was his identification of a pair of 
Mosquito under-wing 50 gallon 
plywood fuel tanks which we 
promptly bought and are now in 
the RAAF Museum’s collection.   
 
Allan was a navigator/bomb aim-
er with RAF Mosquito Sqdn 608 
during the latter stages of WW2, 
flying 55 operations including 25 
to Berlin. Return flights on 4 mis-
sions were made on a single en-
gine; but on one occasion they 
lost an engine enroute to Berlin 
and, having a Cookie (4000lb. 
bomb) on board, they decided to 
continue to the target and leave it 
there rather than lug it all the way 
home*. 

 
David Devenish, Pat Dulhunty and my wife Pattie 
and I visited Coomalie Creek for the 70

th
 Anni-

versary of VP Day commemoration service, fly-in 
and get-together on Saturday 15 August 2015. 
On Wednesday 12 August prior to the weekend, 
Lyn and Ross Hutton’s ‘Richard (Dick) Searle 
Memorial Dinner’ was a wonderful get-together. 
Dick Searle was Lyn’s father, a former member 
of 87 Squadron during WW2, and an enthusias-
tic visitor at the 60

th
. Anniversary Commemora-

tion Service in 2005. Read more about it in Coo-
malie Creek news later in the Bulletin. It’s a good 
place to be on or about VJ (or VP) Day: the 
weather’s warm and so is the welcome! Soon 
after returning, it was my privilege to address the 
Aviation Historical Society of Australia’s monthly 
meeting on the subject of Mosquito aircraft. For-
tunately Bob Stevens and David Devenish were 
along to add support; the many questions after-
wards were both instructive and interesting. 
Thanks to Committee, members and friends of 
the AHSA for making it possible. 
 
Best wishes to all our members, and thanks one 
and all for your contributions and support. 
 
Terry Burke, President 
 
*The B Mk XVI Mosquito cruised at about 250kt at 25000’, 
which dropped to just under 240kt on one engine. Landing 
a Mossie on one engine was difficult enough under any 
circumstances, let alone with a 4000lb bomb on board. 
Standard procedure was to drop it safely over the sea be-
fore landing. TRB 

President’s Report  18 October 2015 
 
Our AGM on 4 October this year saw a couple of 
welcome additions to the Committee: Ron Gillis 
takes on Restorations coordinator duties, and Ed-
die Wassenaar on Merchandise (see below). An-
other item on the agenda was falling membership; 
it continues to concern all of us. We’re by no 
means on our own with this dilemma (which 
doesn’t help much), but will continue trying differ-
ent strategies. Ideally we would like to capture the 
interest of (particularly) younger people aiming for 
a hands-on approach to historic aircraft preserva-
tion. We’ve been trying for some time to increase 
the number of volunteers to work on A52-600, the 
RAAF Museum’s PR Mk XVI Mosquito, and to 
help the Museum add some momentum to its res-
toration. This has happened only to a minor ex-
tent, even though each additional member on the 
job certainly helps. Your thoughts and ideas are 
welcome. 
 
Ron Gillis has agreed to lead the first and third 
Sunday work parties each month, and with Peter 
Lewis and Eddie Wassenaar also actively in-
volved with our ‘normal’ crew it’s not all gloom 
and doom. The Restoration Report lists some im-
portant progress made by the Wednesday Warri-
ors and the Sunday crew. Eddie has taken on our 
Merchandising portfolio as well, and you’ll see our 
new range of polo shirts, caps and stubby holders 
in this edition of the Aussie Mossie Bulletin. Two 
welcome faces at the AGM were Maurie Edwards 
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Restoration News 

Worm’ group who are restoring the timber 
shell of the aircraft (see photo). 
 

(2) The weekend MAAA / Volunteers who do 
all other things Mosquito.  The current prior-
ity task assigned to this group is the identifi-
cation and sourcing of all of the main un-
dercarriage assembly bolts (see photo), so 
that they may be protection plated if re-
quired prior to assembling the main under-

carriage which will then be 
placed in storage.  This task is 
about 80% complete. 
 
Discrepancies in our parts data 
base, such that we are unable 
to search and locate items, and 
the storage area of the aircraft 
parts is not linked to the data 
base.  Hence we have initiated 
a fix to the data base which Don 
Taylor has started and the team 
have almost completed a review 
of what is located in all the parts 
storage bays.  This task is diffi-
cult to quantify, but may be 20% 
complete. 
 
In addition to the above, we 
have been tasked with support-
ing the Wednesday group by 
finding airframe parts required 

This year, as well as restora-
tion on A52-600, members of 
the association were asked 
to be involved with the resto-
ration of building P170 (see 
photo), for the use of the 
MAAA and The Friends of 
the RAAF Museum.  
 
This was due to the RAAF 
requiring us to vacate our for-
mer storage facility as it was 
located on the AIRSIDE of 
the Aircraft Movements area.   
 
Building P170 was reconfig-
ured over the next 3 – 4 
months into a very useful 
meeting room, 2 offices and 
a large storage area.  An ex-
isting kitchen area was rein-
stated with new sink and hot 
water boiler.  This is the 
building we will be using for all future AGM’s.   
 
The Restoration work on the aircraft by our mem-
bers is directed and supervised by the RAAF Mu-
seum’s Technical Curators. 
 
There are currently two main groups working on 
the Mosquito –  
 
(1) the Wednesday MAAA / Volunteers ‘Wood 
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to keep their woodworking work progressing.  
 
Another impromptu task given to us was to pro-
vide a range of part numbers to the Technical Cu-
rators in an effort to purchase mosquito parts.  
Identifying and cataloguing of the Mosquito’s nu-
merous parts that have been previously removed 
from the aircraft is an ongoing task. 
 
In the early part of the year we had issues with the 
outdated computer system used to record the res-
toration tasks, therefore it was decided at commit-
tee level that we should purchase a new computer 
and printer.  With the able assistance of Bob Ste-
vens, the files and data base were transferred to 
the new computer, with a clean-up of the files and 
system improvements.  The printer serviceability 
continues to be an issue to resolve. 
 
I expect the New Year will see a continuation of 
what we are doing and would like to thank the 
team for their dedication and effort to the Mosqui-
to cause and the RAAF Museum. 
 
Ron Gillis 
MAAA Restoration Co-ordinator     

The MAAA Merchandise manager Eddie Wasse-
naar has an updated list of merchandise current-
ly available. See attachment to this Bulletin. 
 
Some items such as clothing must be acquired 
from the distributor, therefore there may be a de-
lay of two or more weeks before delivery. There 
is also minimum orders the MAAA can place at 
any one time with the manufacturer. 
 
Payment for goods must accompany the order 
when placed. 
 
This is a great time to purchase your Christmas 
gifts for family and friends, and yourself, so pop 
the order form in the mail as soon as possible. 
 
Eddie wishes to add a few more items to the list 
for purchase depending upon member feedback. 
 
If you have an item in mind please contact Eddie. 

Restoration News 

Bulletin Editor Required Merchandise 

Bob Stevens wishes to retire as editor of this 
Bulletin and would be most pleased to hear from 
anyone in the membership who would like to 
take the task on. 
 
There is little need for the interested member to 
be located anywhere near Point Cook or Mel-
bourne. Access to the Internet is necessary as 
most communication of stories and Bulletin de-
livery is via this medium. 
 
Some of the Committee and membership send 
articles in for publication—these are thankfully 
received. 
 
Currently there are three Bulletins per annum—
April, after the AGM and just before Christmas. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Bob to dis-
cuss the ins and outs of the tasks associated. 
 
Thanks to that person or people who will contact 
me shortly. 
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What’s the Coomalie Creek Connection? It’s one 
of the few surviving forward area RAAF bases 
built during WW2, about 87km south of Darwin off 
in the bush from the Stuart Highway, and was 
home to current RAAF Museum restoration pro-
ject ex-87 Squadron Mosquito A52-600. The air-
field has been owned for many years by noted 
Territorian Richard Luxton and known as Coo-
malie Farm; Coomalie Creek itself runs south of 
the single runway (17 – 35) and low, rocky hills 
provide a scrub-covered setting to the west and 
east. 

 
Several volunteers had been hard at work on im-
provements around the airfield when we briefly 
visited early in August. My work assistance was 
curtailed when, returning from Litchfield National 
Park after some R&R, our camping trailer broke 
apart at the ‘A’ frame junction. This is guaranteed 
to get your attention. Fortunately Richard came to 
the rescue with accommodation in Batchelor, and 
an introduction to the right man to fix it. Thanks 
Richard. 
 

Two of the volunteers, Lyn and Ross Hutton had 
spent many hours mapping the original 87 Squad-
ron camp about a kilometre north of the airstrip, 
and clearing up several of the tent, mess and 
laundry sites. They then put on a memorial dinner 
on the old Airmen’s Mess site in honour of Lyn’s 
father Richard (Dick) Searle, who, as an electrical 

fitter would have dined there many a night. Many 
yarns and memories came to light after dinner 
around the tables under the stars; it was a gener-
ous and fitting tribute to one of the ‘olds and 
bolds’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 15 August, ultralights, homebuilts 
and light aircraft arrived, as did a Harvard, Tiger 
Moth, Antonov AN-2, and Caleb in his Pitts who 
put on a spectacular display of aerobatics. Nick 
Bellfield in his Harvard re-enacted the final flight 
by the RAAF from an Australian mainland base 
during WW2. On 15 August 1945, 87 Squadron 
Mossie A52-609 was on a mission an hour out 
over the Arafura Sea north of Darwin when the 
crew received a coded signal ‘surrender signed, 
come home’. They did just that, booming down 
the strip at full noise and about 50 feet altitude 
with the whole Squadron lined up, punching the 
air in jubilation. Five 87 Squadron serving mem-
bers provided the uniformed element 70 years on, 
with the rest of us backing them up. 
 
We re-assembled that evening back at the new 
stage area for a barbecue tea provided by volun-
teers Rick and Shona Fisher. The Darwin Folk 
Club ‘Fettlers’ group plus ‘Sand’ Williams then put 
on a concert of mainly aviation-themed songs, 
and ‘Sand’ sang her haunting ballad ‘Three Mos-

Coomalie Creek visit August 2015 

Looking south to the runway from the newly 
erected Sydney Williams hut, set adjacent to the 

cricket ground and the Milkwood tree.  

Lyn & Ross Hutton  
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Coomalie Creek visit August 2015 

quitoes, Sacred Ground’. Port(s) were passed 
around, then it was off to bed. Almost all the 200 
plus visitors stayed overnight in tents, caravans, 
campervans, huts or simply in a swag under the 
stars; great Dry Season weather sure helps. Next 
morning’s Dawn Patrol was flown by an RV 
(complete with aerobatics), and how long is it 
since you had an early morning breakfast of steak 
and eggs with the bush on one side and an air-
strip on the other, followed by a cuppa? 
It was soon time for the Commemoration service 
in the Chapel. During their WW2 stay at Coo-
malie, 31 (Beaufighter) Squadron personnel built 
a beautifully simple Chapel among the gum trees 
near their camp north of the strip. Termites and 
bushfires put an end to it, but Richard Luxton and 
a group of his students at the University of N.T. 
located its original site and re-created its architec-
ture; this is worth a story on its own. The service 
was conducted by Rev Ian McDonald; it was part 

solemn remembrance for those who died, and 
part celebration of the return of peace. The five 87 
Squadron members laid a wreath at the foot of the 
Cross, then another was laid on behalf of the 
Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia. This 
moving service was followed by lunch and more 
meeting and greeting at the former hospital site, 

LAC Richard Searle “Scrubbing the tweeds the 
day peace was declared 15th August 1945”. 

And 70 years later, Lyn Hutton (Richard Searle’s 
daughter) with tweeds at the re-constructed wash 
stand. The burnt stumps and drum halves under-
neath are located where they were in camp site 70 

years ago. 

Antonov AN-2 landing with the painted silhou-
ette of a Mosquito in the foreground. 

Congregation in Coomalie chapel. Terry is 
about to lay a wreath at the foot of the 
cross after the 87 Squadron members. 
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Coomalie Creek visit August 2015 

just down the hill from the Chapel. Later that after-
noon MAAA Vice President David Devenish and 
Committee member Pat Dulhunty laid another 
wreath at Squadron Leader Gillespie’s memorial 
plaque beside Runway 17, escorted by current 
members of the ‘new’ 87 Squadron. We all moved 
up to the cricket oval that evening, where a re-
enactment bonfire was held. Richard and a band 
of helpers had constructed a full-sized silhouette 
of a Mossie in plywood, complete with serial num-
ber A52-611, better known as ‘Gamble’s Folly’. It 
was burned near the base of a milkwood tree 
which grew out of the ashes of the ‘real’ A52-611, 
burned in the original Victory Bonfire on16 August 
1945. 
Most Top End communities have a greater aware-
ness of just how desperate things were in the ear-
lier days of WW2 in this area. By ten years ago, 
their support for this commemorative weekend 
(Merlin Night) was strongly established; it has 
grown stronger in sentiment and volunteer num-
bers ever since. Support from interstate has also 
grown in leaps and bounds with a contingent of 31 
Squadron Association members prominent. 
Among other help, they provided a silhouette out-
line painting of a Mossie on the new dunny 
block…. Hmmm.  A few more items of interest: 
Digby and several members of the Patriots Motor-
cycle Club of the N.T. made an impressive en-
trance, and Digby recited the Ode at the Com-
memoration Service. 
Model aircraft took centre stage on Saturday 

evening. First was a very smooth aerobatics dis-
play with a twin boom jet fighter aircraft replica of 
approximately 2m wingspan. 
Then, at night, two 4-rotor drones about 75cm 
across flew with coloured lights on all four corners 
in another polished display. 
The following days rolled together in a blur;  a 
couple of evenings later we watched the sunset 
from the top of one of the nearby hills at the K5 
WW2 Bofors anti-aircraft gun site, one of four de-
fending the airfield. More barbecues beside the 
airstrip, more great camaraderie until it was finally 
time to pack up and head south. 
Thanks to our host for two weeks, Richard Luxton; 
it was a truly memorable stay. 

Rev Pat Williams & Rev Ian McDonald 
standing aside a ‘double candle’ grass tree, 

a very unique Australian plant. 

Grass tree double candle. 

The ‘Fettlers’ group & Sand Williams and 
audience beneath Richard’s newly erected 

stage backdrop and lighting. 
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Coomalie Creek visit August 2015 

The lengthening shadows of sunset on the 
Coomalie strip. 

Caleb in his Pitts putting on a spectacular display 
of aerobatics. 

Nick Bellfield’s Harvard 

Looking south down the runway, Nick Bellfield’s 
Harvard rising from a low level pass re-enacting 

the final flight by the RAAF Mossie in 1945. 

Thanks to David Devenish and Pat 
Dulhunty for supplying the photo-
graphs and creating the narrative 

for this article. 
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Coomalie Creek visit August 2015 

 

Awaiting sunset on the cricket oval and the 
full-sized plywood silhouette of a Mossie, 

complete with serial number A52-611, which 
Richard and a band of helpers constructed. 

The A52-611 bonfire.  The original Vic-
tory Bonfire occurred on the 16 August 

1945. 

Floodlit milkwood tree which 
grew out of the ashes of the ‘real’ 
A52-611, burned in the original 
Victory Bonfire,16 August 1945. 

Pat Dulhunty, Ron Brown, Ian Madden (31 Squad-
ron historian) & Richard Luxton. 

Wreath laid at Squadron Leader Gillespie’s memo-
rial plaque beside runway 17, 87 Squadron mem-

bers and Terry Burke. 
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Mosquito of the month   A52-2 

A new photo has come to light of A52-2 (below) at the end of its working life in Richmond , NSW, 1945. 
A52-2 completed 38 photographic reconnaissance sorties and was known as “Old Faithful”. This name 
along with its operations log can be seen on the aircraft nose.  
On the 2 February 1945 , S/L Gamble and FO Lobb departed Coomalie Creek for 2 AD Richmond, NSW, 
via Canberra (ACT) after the decision was made in January that A52-2 be withdrawn from operation and 
sent to 2 AD for breaking-up.  
 

 

RAAF DH98 Mosquito, A52-2, Richmond NSW 1945.  

 

David Vincent’s book, Mosquito Monograph, provides an excellent background to the historical significance 
of A52-2, which began its short service life as the second FB Mk 40 Mosquito produced by De Havilland, in 
Australia early 1944. 
 
By this time, de Havilland Aircraft Pty Ltd had been approached about converting Mosquito FB Mk 40s for 
photographic reconnaissance work and were agreeable. On the 27th March de Havilland proposed to the 
RAAF that the second production machine (A52-2) be the first aircraft to be modified. This was agreed up-
on and work commenced on 5

th
 April, the first flight to test the cameras taking place on 12 May. 

 
The FB Mk 40 model was equipped with four 20mm cannons and four 0.303” machine guns. However, the 
first example modified for PR use, A52-2, featured no armament. 
In place of the guns were mounted two F24 split vertical cameras whilst a third camera, a F52 was mount-
ed at the rear of the aircraft behind the bomb bay. Certain changes were made internally too. The most im-
portant of these was the addition of two fuel tanks of 126 gallon capacity in the bomb bay, the doors of 
which were fixed in position. This brought the aircraft’s total fuel capacity (including wing drop tanks) to 865 
gallons. Oil capacity was also increased by the addition of long range tank whilst two more oxygen bottles 
were added and the existing two relocated.  
 
On 26 May 1944, the first crew to be converted to the Mosquito, Flying Officer (FO) Ken Boss-Walker and 
Pilot Officer (PO) Jeff Love, ferried A52-2 from Bankstown, by way of Laverton (VIC), Port Pirie (SA) and 
Alice Springs (NT), to Cooma lie Creek which was reached on 29 May 1944. Three days later, on 1 June, 
the aircraft and same crew flew the first operational RAAF Mosquito flight over enemy territory to Ambon, a 
flight lasting 7 hours 10 minutes. 

David Devenish—Archivist and Vice President has put together a further story about a par-
ticular Mossie, this edition, he has chosen A52-2. Thanks to David for his continuous efforts 

in gathering memorabilia and producing these great excerpts of men and their machines.  
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Mosquito of the month   A52-2 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

During the first month of operations A52-2 flew nine operations, other targets being the Flores and Soemba 
Islands, Tiworo Strait, Kendari, Ceram, Namlea and, on 25 June, Sourabaya. On the last mentioned occa-
sion the aircraft’s port engine failed over the target, forcing FO Boss-Walker to fly the 900 miles to Australia 
on the starboard engine. They reached Broome, Western Australia, after a flying time of 10 hours 25 
minutes.   
On 14 June 1944 Squadron Leader Green and Navigator Flight Sergeant James became the second crew 
to fly A52-2 operationally, the target, as on the very first operation, being Ambon. 

This sequence of three photos 
shows A52-2 after returning from 
one of her first missions and the 
removal of all important camera 
magazines.  
 
This aircraft was fitted with one F52
-20 inch camera in the fuselage and 
two F24-8 inch cameras in the 
nose. The split vertical installation 
of the latter shows well in the nose 
view of the aircraft. This arrange-
ment was a trial layout only, and 
subsequent PR Mk 40s were modi-
fied to feature one camera (usually 
a K17-6 inch) in a vertical position 
in the nose, whilst in the fuselage 
two cameras (types varied) were 
mounted in oblique installations.  
 
A52-2 subsequently completed 38 
sorties and in so doing became 
known as “Old Faithful”, a name 
which was eventually applied to the 
aircraft’s nose adjacent to its log of 
operations by her fitter IIA Ern 
Wenske.  
 
Other original ground staff assigned 
to A52-2 were: 
 W. Johnston (carpenter-rigger),  
 R. Baldock (fitter IIE),  
 H. Hopgood (fitter IIE),  
 J. Stiegrad (flight rigger) and  
 W. Povey (aircraft electrician). 
 

(all three photos courtesy Jeff Love)   
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Mosquito of the month   A52-2 

July saw the first of the long range operations carried out by RAAF Mosquitos. A52-2 was sent to Biak is-
land in 15 July to photograph the Davao Gulf area of the Philippine Islands. Bob green remembers the 
flight to Biak well: 
 

“We needed some ground staff who knew something about Merlins and took a Fitter IIE, Corporal 
H. Hopgood, who lay ion a blanket in the aft fuselage forward of the 20 inch belly camera. However, 
an intercom lead which we rigged failed in flight and a walkabout oxygen bottle became exhausted 
and the Corporal passed out with the cold and lack of oxygen. He had courage because he returned 
to Darwin the same way!” 
 

As to the results of the operation, Bob Green continued, 
 

 “it was typhoon season, the weather was frightful and we got no pictures?. 
 

A52-2 returned to Coomalie on 18 July.  
Eleven days later S/L Hermes and navigator FO J.D. “pop” Bowden flew A52-2 from Truscott strip to Balik-
papan (a seaport city on the east coast of the island of Borneo) and return, a distance of 2,235 miles, the 
longest flight yet made by the unit. An hour and a quarter after the aircraft’s return, it was air borne again 
on a flight to Ambon crewed by S/L Green and PO Love.  
In August, A52-2 flew to Noemfoor Island (one of the Biak Islands, formerly Schouten Islands, in Papua 
province, Indonesia) flown by S/L Green and PO Love. Bob Green takes up the story from there; 
 

“On 11 August we got pictures of the target. The recce showed a very strong jap build up in the Da-
vao Gulf area they then wanted us to go to the Leyte island area. We went out again on 15 August 
bound for Leyte but we encountered a typhoon and almost lost the aircraft because of hail damage. 
The leading edges of the main plane and tailplane were smashed back to the spar. Radiator fer-
rules and air coolers were damaged, fabric was stripped from the control surfaces and we made an 
uncontrolled decent from 30,000 feet to 20,000 feet. When we regained control we found that the 
stalling speed was 140 knots but at 160 knots the ply surface of the wings was lifting at the spar and 
was in danger of peeling off!  We set out for home and when we thought safe to do so called for as-
sistance. A US Navy air rescue Catalina heard us and followed along our track back to Noemfoor in 
case we had to ditch or bale out. On arrival at Noemfoor Jeff Love dropped out of the aircraft and 
kissed the dirty wet coral. 
 

 

A52-2 photographed at Moemfoor on 17 August 1944, the day it returned to Darwin for Repair, show-
ing the damage to the leading edge. (c/o David Vincent book) 
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Mosquito of the month   A52-2 

We stuffed the leading edges with rags and doped fabric over the rags to repair the leading edges 
and set off for Darwin and then Bankstown so that de Havilland could examine the aircraft and 
work a modification for tropical service. The mod consisted of doping rubberised fabric over the 
leading edges”. 

 
In September 1944, No 1 PRU was accorded squadron status and No 87 (PR) Squadron was formed at 
Coomalie Creek. After the loss of Mosquito A52-4 and Lightning A55-1, over the previous month, the only 
aircraft on strength were Mosquito A52-2 and two Wirraways. Late in the month, more air crews arrived 
along with another PR Mk 40 Mosquito. Once A52-2 was made serviceable again, further successful 
flights were completed to Macassar and Masela islands and Koepang.  
 
In January 1945, the decision was made that A52-2 be withdrawn from operation due to serviceability is-
sues and sent to 2 AD for breaking-up. On the 2 February 1945 , S/L Gamble and FO Lobb departed Coo-
malie Creek for 2 AD Richmond, NSW, via Canberra (ACT).  
 
 

 

 

Ground crew members on top of A52-2:  

Sgt R.B. Baldock (rigger),  

H. Hopgood (Fitter IIE), 

 J. Stiegrad (flight rigger)  

W. Povey (electrician) 

 

A52-2 completed 38 sorties and was known as “Old Faithful”, a name which was applied to the air-
craft’s nose adjacent to its log of operations by fitter IIA Ern Wenske. 87 PR Squadron, RAAF. C. Dec 

1945. Loc: Coomalie Creek, NT. (c/o Ern Wenske) 
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Mosquito of the month   A52-2 

 

Ground crew members in front of FB Mk 40 Mosquito, A52-2.  Sgt R.B. Baldock (rigger), H. Hopgood 
(Fitter IIE), W. Povey (electrician), J. Stiegrad (flight rigger) and W. Povey (electrician).  87 PR Squad-

ron, RAAF. C. Dec 1944. Loc: Coomalie Creek,  NT. (c/o Ern Wenske) 

 

A52-2 taxies past Wirraway into the revetment area at Coomalie Creek, probably June 1944. A serious 
problem affecting the PR Mosquitoes at Coomalie Creek was overheating whilst on the ground. 1 

PRU Squadron, RAAF. 
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Great Predictions ! 

No 1 

 
 

“A rocket will never be 
able to leave the Earth’s 

atmosphere” - 
 

New York Times 
1936 

No 2 

 
“When the Paris Exhibi-

tion [of 1878] closes, 
electric light will close 
with it and no more will 

be heard of it” - 
 

Oxford Professor 
Erasmus Wilson 

No 3 

 
“And for the tourist who 
really wants to get away 

from it all, safaris in  
Vietnam” - 

 
Newsweek predicting holi-

day spots in the 1960s 
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From the Mailbox 

FYI. 
 
Gerry Yagen's Fighter Factory / Military Aviation 
Museum has an Me262. Five in total were built as 
reproductions, basically reverse engineered using 
the National Museum of Naval Aviation example 
as a guide. 
 
The Jumo engines were replaced with General 

Electric CJ610, which were a precise fit into the 
nacelles. They provide 60% more thrust then the 
originals. 
 
Please find cuttings of two Mossie articles below 
covering Mossie restorations. 
 
Cheers Noel Penny. 

From Aviation News June 2015. 
 
Avspecs of Ardmore and woodworking expert Glyn Powell are teaming up to restore de Havilland 
Mosquito B.IV DZ542 in New Zealand. 
 
This B.IV Series II type is an example of the original Mosquito bomber variant and will be fitted with a 
pair of two speed single stage Rolls Royce Merlin 25 engines. 

 
Built at Hatfield in 1943, DZ542 was allocated to the RAFs 618 Sqdn and shipped to Australia the fol-
lowing year for use in tests to develop the Highball bomb, which was never used in action. 
Although auctioned off as scrap from Narromine in New South Wales after the war, sections of the 
badly deteriorated airframe and other key components survived. These were acquired by Glyn in the 
late 1980s and will form the basis for the restoration.  With thanks to Warren Denholm. 

From Aeroplane July 2015. 
 
Restoration of the prototype de Havilland Mosquito, W4050, is proceeding apace at the de Havilland 
Aircraft Museum near London Colney, with the intention of having it completed for unveiling on the 
75th anniversary of its maiden flight on 25th November. In mid April, W4050 was painted with dark 
earth/green upper surfaces and yellow lower fuselage/under surfaces applied in February 1941 and 



THE AUSSIE MOSSIE Bulletin Number 73 (December 2015) PAGE 17 

 

retained for the rest of its 
active career. This accu-
rately portrays W4050 at 
the end of its flying life in 
December 1943, the pre-
vious all-over yellow liv-
ery being inaccurate for 
its current configuration 
(it was only worn be-
tween November 1940 
and early February 
1941). A set of 'needle-
blade' propellers have 
also been recently refur-
bished and the engine 
bulkheads re-installed. 
Photo: Jonathon Fulwell.  
Photo: Mosquito W4050 
in the workshop on 17th 
May 2015. 
 
The presentation of Hal's 
medal was made by the 
Consulate-General of France, Eric Beri (see photo) on 16th June 2015. 
 
At the age of 18, Hal enlisted with the Royal Australian Air Force and trained in Canada where he 
earned his wings. He later joined 464 Squadron participating in bombing raids over Germany in Mos-
quito aircraft flying from a base in England.  

 
Best Wishes Nancy Hobson. 

From the Mailbox 

 
My husband and MAAA member Harold (Hal) 
Hobson has been awarded France's highest dec-
oration for his service in the 
Second World War. It comes 
more than 70 years after the 
liberation of France. 
 
The French Ambassador to 
Australia Christophe Lecourtier, 
advised Hal of the decision of 
the French President to award 
him the Chevalier (Knight) dans 
L'Ordre national de la Legion 
d'Honneur in a letter dated 14th 
May 2015. 
 
Now living in Bellingen, NSW, 
Hal was supported at the 
presentation by his wife Nancy 
and family. 
 
Hal at the ripe old age of 95 is 
still well and very interested in 
your restoration project. 
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New Members 

  

 

The Association is pleased to announce and introduce a new member since the last Bulletin: 

 

Bob O’Donnell from CAMBERWELL, Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

  

There has not been any notification of members passing away since the last Bulletin. 

 

 

Vale 


