A52-600’s fuselage restoration has become more visible to everybody, now that the internal structures have been rebuilt over the past years.
The Wednesday Warriors have now got sections of the rear external side of the fuselage
removed and are starting the process to re-add balsa and the outer skin. It certainly gladdens the heart to see this major piece of work is now underway.

The Warriors in the picture are Russell Garraway (lower left), David Uprichard (lower right)
and Colin Hancock (holding the pieces in place). Messrs Bruce Kean and Peter Carne
were absent when the photo was taken.
They have started on the rear as it was the worst area for delamination due to glue failure.
Thanks to these quiet achievers, who have bonded together as a cohesive group.
And thank you to all the other members for your efforts to fund and support the restoration,.On behalf of the MAAA Committee, we wish you all a very merry festive season and
have a great new year in 2015.
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Progress on stripping outer skins and balsa infill
panels on the aft fuselage area is significant;
the inner skin panels have now been internally
braced to maintain fuselage shape when
clamping forces are applied. These team members are treading new ground in this repair
method – I don’t know of this process being attempted previously. As Glyn Powell remarked
on a visit some time ago, he’d rather be building a new one from scratch!

Welcome to the last President’s Log for 2014.
There have been some of my jottings that have
not made it into the last Bulletin, so here is a compendium of all those articles to bring you up to
date, enjoy.

President’s Report 23 August 2014
Welcome to the twenty-first Annual General Meeting of the Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia. Our Association held its foundation meeting on
21 July 1992, and its first Annual General Meeting
on 04 August 1993. It may not look like we’re
achieving much on a week-by-week basis, but
when we take the last 21 years into account yes,
our progress has been marked.
Progress has continued on A52-600 and on converting our new home (Building P 170) to useable
condition. Ron Gillis and his group have continued to assemble kits of parts to make complete
assemblies such as the RH main landing gear assembly; with Brett Clowes’ guidance they have
logged components on RAAF Museum-supplied
forms so everyone’s on the same page. David
Devenish has been putting in more work on the
kitchen and other areas of P170, with carpet laying in the MAAA room the latest step. I also want
to pay tribute to FoRM members for their input
and in particular Warwick Bonner for his exceptional efforts to achieve the highly professional
results which are so clearly evident around us.
Well done team.
Peter Carne and the Wednesday Warriors continue to make progress on the fuselage of A52-600.
PAGE 2

The annual fly-in at Coomalie Creek this year is
being held today and tomorrow 23 – 24 August
2014, in conjunction with a stop-over for an Adelaide to Darwin pre-1928 car rally. Some of us
have started planning to visit for the seventieth
anniversary in 2015 of that classic VJ Day mission by A52-609, when, an hour or so out over
the Timor Sea, the crew received the coded
message saying ‘surrender signed, return to
base’. Which they did in some style! More info in
the next ‘Aussie Mossie’ bulletin.
To finish on a sad note, Alan Middleton’s death
in early May this year has left a large gap in our
ranks. He was our direct link to the people who
designed, built, maintained and flew these
‘Wooden Wonders’ which is reason enough to
miss him. His personal character and integrity,
and his dedication to community and other affairs (particularly the restoration of A52-600)
have left a lasting legacy as well as a sense of
loss. Alan also left our Association a considerable number of articles associated with his career,
including Mosquito memorabilia. We plan to
itemise these as the ‘Middleton Bequest’. Vale
Alan Leigh Middleton OAM.
Lest we forget.
Terry Burke
President, MAAA

President’s Report 17 November 2014
These last few months have seen ‘steady as she
goes’ progress on the fuselage of A52-600, one
of the current restoration projects at the RAAF
Museum. This ex-No. 87 Squadron Mosquito PR
Mk XVI is the last of its type in the world with an
operational history: it flew some 22 missions
from its base at Coomalie Creek, N.T. out over
the Japanese-held islands to the north and north
west of Australia. You’ll read more about fuse-
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lage repairs by the Wednesday Warriors in the
Restoration Report; suffice to say here that some
of these tasks have been the first of their kind ever in Mossie restorations. Our mailbox has continued to yield its usual quota of interesting news,
the last few months headed by Barbara Baird’s
delightful family history “Memories, Music and My
Plum Sauce”. Barbara’s husband Tom was a wireless operator / navigator on Mosquitoes with 87
Squadron, and is remembered for his harmonica
solos at the 60th.anniversary of VJ Day celebrations at Coomalie. It’s a fine read; find more news
in our Mail Box section.
Christine Bell, wife of the late Lyall Bell, recently
sent a copy of Lyall’s obituary from the ‘The West
Australian’ newspaper of 18 August 2014. A member of No. 94 Squadron at the end of WW2 hostilities, Lyall flew his Mossie in formation with Bryan
‘Blondie’ Bailey and his navigator / wireless operator Alan Middleton under the Sydney Harbour
Bridge on VJ Day. A photo of a painting of this
event (painter unknown) was included in the obit;
none of us here at the MAAA have seen it before,
but will try to track it down and pass on details. A
VJ Day 70th. Anniversary commemoration will take
place on 15-16 August next year, not under the
Bridge but at the former RAAF Base Coomalie
Creek with our friend and MAAA member Richard
Luxton hosting the event. More details will follow
as we approach the date. In the meantime, I wish
you and your families and friends a joyous, safe
and sharing festive season.
Terry Burke,

nett to help with support activities, and were a
welcome addition – thanks to you all.
Thanks to RL, new toilets and other facilities were
ready for the weekend.
Eighteen members of No. 87 Squadron RAAF
made the trip up north. It was great to see this
level of support from the re-born Squadron,
previous occupants of Coomalie from 1942 to
1945 (with Mossies of course! TB).

And another welcome guest was Wing Commander Joanne Elkington RAAF, C.O. of the
re-born No. 31 (Beaufighter) Squadron RAAF,
also previous occupants of Coomalie.
A wide variety of aircraft took part in the fly-in, including Harvard, AN-2, Pitts Special, Yak 52,
GA aircraft, Ultralights, Trikes, Gyros and parachutists. Most of the flyers stayed over for
the weekend.
Darwin Folk Club members together with ‘Sand’
Williams performed a list of aircraft-related
songs, and released their new CD. Sand’s
song ‘Three Mosquitoes, Sacred Ground’ was
a hit!
Rum Jungle Tavern looked after catering for the
car rally people, while James and Denise
Wright fed the remaining 150 – 200 people
(after travelling over from Atherton, Queensland).

President MAAA

All agreed with Richard, who was (quote) ‘Over
the moon!’ that it was a memorable weekend.

Coomalie Fly-in 23 – 24 August 2014
Richard Luxton phoned in these notes after the
annual Coomalie Fly-in:

When I spoke to him on the Wednesday afterwards, Richard still hadn’t arrived back at ground
level. Stay tuned for next years’ fly-in date – Coomalie’s a ‘must visit’ destination.

The weekend was voted an outstanding success
by all concerned.

Richard Luxton
(with Terry Burke)

Drivers and support crews of 42 pre-1928 cars
nearing the end of a 3 week long rally (around
140 people in all) were participants in the
event, and were mightily impressed.

Restoration Report 23 August 2014

A group of Air Force Cadets together with their
instructors route-marched in from Lake Ben-
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This report recognises an outstanding effort by
Don Taylor. Despite considerable difficulties, Don
has re-joined the Ron Gillis team including Pat
Dulhunty, Eddie Wassenaar, Peter Lewis, Doug
Hughes, Bob Stevens, Chung Sing Leung and
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Looking to the rear from the right hand side camera
port showing the braces behind the area being
worked on by the Wednesday Warriors (see front
page).

face of the inner skin. Without these outer
panels, the fuselage is extremely ‘soft’ –
lacking in strength and rigidity - and has
been supported from inside by spoked arms
to maintain its shape, particularly under
clamping loads when the new members are
glued in position. To my knowledge this procedure hasn’t been attempted before, so it’s
back to basics.
The restoration of our new Mossie Donga
(P170) is almost complete, and we’ll soon be
able to devote some more time to A52-600.
Most of us have been busy on our new
home, but a special mention to MAAA Vice
President David Devenish. Together with
Views of how the internal bracing will be
accomplished when the balsa and outer
ply skin is applied and strapped down.
The bracing will keep the original internal
ply in place and shape during the glue
curing period.

others in assembling a complete set of hardware for the right hand main landing gear.
This task includes identifying every part
(literally down to the last nut, bolt, washer
and split pin), recording what further restoration is required, logging all information on data sheets, and eventually adding them to the
RAAF Museum’s computerised database.
Our MAAA team have also supplied a new
computer for use in the Restoration hangar,
as well as a new power supply for the existing MAAA-supplied PC. It’s painstaking work:
these are jobs that must be done thoroughly
or not at all.
On the top, left side of A52-600’s fuselage,
progress by the Wednesday Warriors has
entered a new and unknown area. Peter Carne and crew have stripped the outer skin,
balsa filler panels, spruce stiffeners and crystallised urea formaldehyde glues between
Bulkheads 4 and 5 to expose the outer surPAGE 4

Looking to the front through the last bulkhead once
again showing the bracing. This last bulkhead will
have the tailplane attached to it.
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Warwick Bonner from the Friends
of the RAAF Museum, David has
put in considerable time and effort in this area to achieve a professional level of finish. Thanks
David. And once again, thanks to
Tech Curator David Jones and
Assistant Curator Brett Clowes
who have continued their help,
suggestions and support on the
highly involved fuselage repairs.

Terry Burke

President MAAA

Restoration Report 21 November 2014

‘Wednesday Warriors’ Peter Carne, Bruce Kean, Russell Garroway and David Uprichard are developing important new skills and techniques for the demanding task of re-skinning major sections of A52600’s fuselage . They’ve stripped off damaged
outer skin panels and removed rotted spruce stiffeners and balsa infill material in one upper quadrant of the rear fuselage. As you can imagine this
leaves the inner skin with minimal support; the
team then constructed star-shaped internal supports to retain its shape, and have begun steam
shaping and installing new balsa and spruce
members, with the outer plywood skin to still to
come. The Warriors are breaking new ground

with these techniques; their painstaking and thorough approach to finding solutions is producing
admirable results. If you get a chance, make a
visit to the RAAF Museum to see this work in progress, as, when completed, none of these complexities will be visible. Photos of this area will be
provided next issue.
Another group of volunteers, including Ron Gillis,
Eddie Wassenaar, Pat Dulhunty, David Devenish
among others, work on the aircraft on the first
and third Sundays each month. We’re involved in
stocktaking and cataloguing individual parts, and restoring those
in need. Parts for both main landing gear assemblies are almost
complete, and the left side MLG
assembled on a support frame.
That will be replaced by the RH
assembly starting next year. David Devenish, MAAA’s Vice President and Archivist, is also continuing (with occasional helpers) to
put final touches on our new
home, Building P170; it should be
finished and ready slightly before
A52-600.
Terry Burke

President MAAA
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Something to Remember— Chapter 5
Some time ago Air Commodore Mark Lax CSM (Retd) granted our Association access to reproducing his Mosquito story about No 1 Squadron.
This abridged Chap No.5, précised by our VP David Devenish covers Mark Lax’s story.
David has included supporting photos sourced from the internet and collections donated by Max
Boase, Roy Hunt and David Little.

THE MOVE TO LABUAN
Before the onset of the war in the Pacific, many
Australian’s only knowledge of Borneo, an island to
the north in the Dutch East Indies, was as the home
of the fabled 'Wild Men'. To them it was a jungle
covered island with a tropical climate and fierce
head hunters as the only inhabitants. Few realised
part of the island was Dutch, and a northern strip,
British - remnants of past colonial times.
Such perceptions were to be soon dashed with the

1942. It was a rich prize. Not only was the jungle a
fine source of timber and other minerals but several
areas, including Balikpapan and Tarakan on the
east coast and the Labuan area, had oil. Oil was
vital to the machinery of war and the source of power and heating - a vital raw material. Miri and Seria,
the two oil producing sites ear Labuan, produced
over a quarter of the East Indies crude oil and 40
per cent of the partially refined oil. Dutch representations in Washington in 1944 made it clear that
they wanted the East Indies back.
Meanwhile, on 5 October 1944, an
expeditionary air force had been
created by the RAAF out of No 10
Operational Group and this was
called the First Tactical Air Force
(First TAF). Unlike RAAF Command which had static formations
such as North-West Area under its
control, First TAF was mobile and
this would allow flexibility as the
Allies made their push into the islands.
The Allied plan to retake the islands was known as the Montclair
Plan15, which was divided into two
phases called Victor and Oboe.
The Victor phase sought to recapture the northern islands and
Oboe, the south. Such operations
would isolate Japanese forces
from their lines of communication
and from Japan itself, but technically speaking, Oboe would be
mop-up in nature.

Map showing the island of Labuan,
20 miles off the Borneo coast in Brunei Bay.

Oboe series of operations. Borneo had been taken
from the Dutch and British by the Japanese in early
PAGE 6

Arguably, securing the Borneo
sector would tie down and isolate
50,000 Japanese troops and prevent them from reinforcing their
Singapore garrison, which was
also under Allied threat. Conversely, the war had already by-passed this corner of the
Theatre. MacArthur had moved on to the Philip-
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Map showing the major operations of World War Two in the pacific theatre.

pines and was planning the assault on Formosa,
Okinawa and the Japanese Home Islands.
The British were intent on re-taking Malaya, Singapore and Hong Kong and Australia was in some
ways, left in the middle. To continue the war effort,
the recapture of the Celebes, Borneo and Java was
the next logical step. By early 1945, the planning for
both the Victor and Oboe operations was well under
way. No 1 Squadron would take part in Oboe.

Morotai

neo could commence, the American and Australian
forces required a forward staging base that would
give access to Borneo, the Netherlands East Indies
and the Philippines. The island of Morotai in the
Halmahera Group, just west of Dutch New Guinea
provided the answer.
Morotai Island lies about 10 miles off the northern
tip of Halmahera, and about 115 miles north of the
equator. Most of the island is mountainous with the
south-west corner constituting the only flat area
suitable for airfield construction and military use.

Before the fight against Japanese positions in BorTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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to the invasion fleet were destroyed and naval
gunfire had cleared the beach of all apparent
resistance. At 8.30 am on the appointed date,
the Americans waded ashore and took the island with minimal loss. Three days later, the
first RAAF Airfield Construction Wing arrived
and repairs and development of two airfields,
Pitoe and Wama, were commenced. The excellent work of the airfield construction workers
in the tropical heat and humidity succeeded in
opening Wama on 4 October and aircraft arrived that day. Eventually, Pitoe would be developed for heavy bomber (Liberator) operations and Wama for fighters. Morotai would
also become No 1 Squadron’s home for several weeks. ( Pitoe is the Dutch spelling of the place
which is also referred to as Pitu in some literature.
Because of terrain and jungle restrictions, the two
sites were only about eight miles apart).

Oboe Operations
By early-April 1945, the Victor series of operations had all but concluded with MacArthur
victorious in the Philippines and the time had
come to commence the Oboe Series. There
would be six operations with an overall obMap showing the island of Morotai, 10 miles off the jective of the: ... early seizure of Java in order
to destroy the principal concentration of hostile
northern tip of Halmahera, at the northern most
forces in the Netherlands East Indies; to repoint of the Maluku islands and just west of Dutch
establish the government of the Netherlands
New Guinea.
East Indies in its recognised capital; and to
establish a firm base of operations for subsequent
According to a Terrain Handbook produced in Auconsolidation.
gust 1944 for the subsequent invasion, Morotai: ...
commands the entrance to Kaoe Bay and domiOn 4 April, the US Joint Chiefs of Staff amended
nates the enemy bases on Halmahera. It is centrally the Oboe operations. Oboe One - Tarakan situated between New Guinea, Celebes and Philipwould be first. Tarakan would provide another
pines. Japanese activity is slight. The construction of staging base for the new priority of Borneo, thus
Pitoe Airfield in the south-west corner was begun
negating the requirement for Oboes Three, Four
(sic), but it is reported to have been abandoned owand Five. Oboe Six would then follow with the reing to muddiness and drainage problems. Latest intaking of Labuan - Brunei Bay. Finally, Oboe Two
telligence reveals no activity apart from small enemy would retake Balikpapan. Under Oboe One, Macgarrisons at Gotalalamo and Wajaboela. No defenArthur directed the Australian 1st Corps to seize
sive installations existed on this date.
and hold Tarakan Island on 1 May 1945. The
Australians would make use of the 26th Brigade
It was the ideal launching pad MacArthur required
Group for the assault followed up by two RAAF
for his planned return to the Philippines and coinciAirfield Construction Squadrons, a boat company,
dentally, would by-pass the requirement to retake
US Army engineers and a company of NetherHalmahera Island with its large Japanese garrison
and fortifications. The invasion and recapture of Mo- lands East Indies (NEI) infantry. As in previous
operations of this nature, heavy bombardment by
rotai was set for 15 September 1944. Heavy aerial
Nos 21 and 24 Squadrons operating Liberators
bombardment preceded the invasion by two weeks.
from Morotai, and bomber elements of the US
Bombers from the US 13th Air Force, the USN Pacific Fleet and the RAAF all took part in softening-up 13th Air Force operating from Samar preceded
the attack.
operations. Enemy airfields that could pose a threat
PAGE 8
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the strategic island of Labuan, an island
20 miles off the Borneo coast and about
320 miles north of the equator. Situated
in Brunei Bay, the island gave natural
protection to the port and provided a
ideal staging post for the Singapore Philippines - Hong Kong shipping route.
Labuan was by all accounts an 'isolated
outpost of the British Empire' and strategically important both for its location
and resource potential. The Island has
also had a long association with military
aviation. By 1928, the RAF was sing a
flat grassy area on the north part of the
island as an airstrip for their Far East
Flight and from that time on, the airstrip
would see many and varied uses. The
Japanese also realised the utility of
such a base, which offered isolation
from the mainland and a central point
Map showing the Oboe operations out of Morotai. One in May to
from which to patrol that corner of 'the
take Tarakan, Six in June to take Labuan and two in July to take
Greater South-East Asia Co-Prosperity
Balikpapan.
Sphere'. For their needs, the east-west
The Japanese had withdrawn many of their airrunway of the Labuan strip was lengthened to
craft to the Philippines earlier in the year so air
6000 feet making it suitable for fighter and light or
opposition was very light and sporadic, so light
medium bomber operations.
that a B-25 Mitchell was able to fly up and down
the landing area spraying DDT for Malaria preThe Japanese had established a garrison on the
vention as the troops came ashore. Likewise, the
island and used Prisoners of War and local peoAustralian troops found little opposition and sufple as a slave labour force. POW camps at Kufered light losses on and near the beaches. But
ching, in the south and Sandakan, in the north
fighting intensified as the troops moved out toheld hundreds of Dutch, British, American and
wards the township and airfield, the objective of
Australian prisoners, all of whom were living unthe attack. By 15 June all resistance had ended
der terrible privation. If for no other reason, their
and after considerable repairs to the newly capliberation was worth the Oboe operations.
tured airfield, RAAF Kittyhawk aircraft arrived on the 30 June. Casualties for the operation had amounted to 225. Despite apparently low
losses, the Tarakan operation had
not gone well. Lack of aircraft availability, unresolved command and
control issues and complaints by
the Dutch that the preliminary bombardment had been over zealous
just added to the mounting problems.
Nevertheless, Labuan - Brunei Bay
under Oboe Six was to be next.

Labuan
Oboe Six was designed to retake
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

The landing beach at Labuan - all tranquil now (RAAF)
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For the recapture of Labuan, the Australian 9th
Division (less the 26th Brigade Group who were
occupied at Tarakan) would be used. After delays
caused by the positioning of troops at Morotai, the
invasion was finally re-scheduled for 10 June. As
in the past, pre-invasion air bombardment preceded the landings, the Allies not wanting a repeat of
the staunch Japanese resistance experienced at
Okinawa, Iwo Jima and more recently, Tarakan.
According to the Official RAAF Historian, George
Odgers:
The plan for the air side of the Labuan-Brunei Bay
operation followed closely the Tarakan plan. General Kenney allotted to RAAF Command the threefold tasks of (1) neutralising all enemy resources
capable of interfering with the operation; (2) supporting the 9th Division during the assault and consolidation phases; and (3) establishing air forces on Labuan Island as soon as the airfield became available. First TAF and Thirteenth Air Force were to be
used for these tasks and Fifth Air Force was directed to lend two bomber groups to the Thirteenth
Air Force for the purpose of intensifying the preassault bombardment in the Brunei Bay area.

The convoy carrying the landing forces left Morotai on 4 June and amongst the troops were 6,000
RAAF men including the advanced party of No 1
Squadron. In transit, there was no enemy air or
sea interference but those embarked had an uncomfortable crossing. Three days of heavy tropical storms soaked everyone and everything
aboard. Many became seasick and all were glad
to wade ashore. Command for the air side of the
operation was conducted by Air Vice-Marshal Bill
Bostock and his deputy, Air Commodore Fred
Scherger aboard the headquarters ship, USS
Rocky Mount.
Everything went without a hitch at Labuan, many
lessons of the Tarakan invasion obviously being
taken to heart. Losses amounted to just 114 men.
The airfield had been secured by last light on the
10 Jun and repairs and extension work commenced the next day. Exactly one week after the
invasion, two Kittyhawks of No 76 Squadron landed on the airfield. They were to be the first of
many.

The Squadron Arrives at Morotai

Once held and the airfield made serviceable, First
TAF would establish three Wings and several independent squadrons and flights. Included in this
assortment was No 86 (Attack) Wing comprising
the Mosquitoes of No 1 Squadron and the Beaufighters of No 93 Squadron.

Although not to be their final operating base, Morotai became very familiar to all Squadron personnel. Two aircraft had staged through the base
on their way to Clark Airfield in the Philippines in
March and the Commanding Officer and OC 86
Wing, Group Captain ‘Jock’
Whyte, had previously flown
to Morotai on 16 April to reconnoitre the field and assess
its suitability for Wing operations. They returned three
days later, flying direct and
refuelling at Higgins Field, a
small airstrip at the very tip of
Cape York. Although the pair
did not relate their reasons
for going to Morotai, members of the Squadron sensed
something was up. The Unit
was given Anzac Day standdown and Flight Lieutenant
Reg Pfeiffer, four junior officers and 90 troops march
down the main street of
Kingaroy in the now traditional Anzac Day parade. That
afternoon, however, standdown was cancelled and all
The results of the preliminary bombardment - Labuan (RAAF)
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Cramped conditions aboard the Simon Bamberger (Luff)

members recalled. A Warning Order to move out
had been received and all members were required to prepare for the imminent departure for
the islands from Brisbane.
The loading of the first of three trains commenced
at 0800 hours the next day. Work was conducted
in torrential rain, but all hands pitched in and the
job was completed by nightfall. As is usually the
case in Squadron deployments, an advanced party was raised, with Flight Lieutenant Bill Richardson, the Unit Equipment Officer and Flying Officer
Keith Nettheim, the Defence Officer placed in
charge.
The first to move out were 16 guards who proceeded to the Brisbane embarkation point. On the
27 April, the final function for the complete squadron at Kingaroy, according to the Unit History,
was a cocktail party and dance held in the Officers’ Mess. By the end of April, the remainder of
the advanced party had departed for Brisbane by
road.
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Once in Brisbane, arrangements were made to
load equipment and stores onto the transit vessel,
the S.S. Simon Bamberger. The intention was
that the advance party would sail first, establish a
camp at Morotai and await the remainder of the
Squadron, including aircraft. The advance party
sailed in the early evening of 2 May.

Judging by the comments regarding the seaworthiness and general state of the S.S. Simon Bamberger, they were lucky to get there at all. Reg
Spooner, an Instrument Maker with the Unit recalled:
We were on a Liberty Ship called the Simon Bamberger with a Dutch Captain in charge. We had to
scale up the side of the ship, rope nets being
slung over the side (approximately 30 feet) with
all our gear. The captain refused to fill up with
fresh water (he claimed he was late) so drinking
water was rationed. The feeding of approximately
1000 men was very primitive to say the least,
cooking facilities [were] two mobile cookers one
each side of the bow to cater for all. One used to
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Members of the Advance Party at Labuan. L-R FLTLT Jim White, FLTLT Sid Goddard, FLGOFF Dean Barrett,
FLTLT Murray Haines, FLTLT Geoff Storey, FLTLT Bill Richardson, SQNLDR Bill Leventhal and FLTLT Tom Isbister (Cook)

get a large slice of bully beef in one hand and a
mug of tomato juice in the other.
The toilet facilities consisted of a long galvanised
trough approximately 25 feet long one each side
mid-ship and about a foot deep with an ordinary
3/4 diameter bibtap at one end and a large hole in
the other with a pipe extending over the side of
the ship. They were flushed with sea water. When
we disembarked at Morotai, 80 per cent of the airmen had dysentery. Any wonder.
A week later, the main party of 216 personnel under the command of the Adjutant, Flight Lieutenant Geoff Storey, departed Kingaroy for their embarkation point. Comprising eight Officers, two
Warrant Officers, 20 SNCOs and 186 other ranks,
they joined the main party from their sister unit,
No 93 (Attack) Squadron. Aircraft and crews
would fly out when preparations for their arrival
PAGE 12

had been made. Once aboard their allotted
transport, the USAT Sea Ray, they sailed the
next day for Biak where the Sea Ray joined a
larger convoy for the trip west to Morotai. The
vessel arrived at Morotai on 22 May and after
nearly two weeks at sea, all were ready to step
onto solid ground.
The advance party had struck camp after their
arrival six days prior. By May, Morotai was a
thriving metropolis with Liberators, Mitchells, Kittyhawks, Spitfires, Lightnings, Black Widows and
Beaufighters now regular users of the two airfields. The base had grown to one of the busiest
in the South-West Pacific with American and Australian troops adding to the congestion.
Accommodation was under canvas, but the advance party had set up a tent city and orderly
room and were in the process of organising
messes when the main group arrived. Tents were
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high enough to walk through and men slept on
stretchers under mosquito netting. Torrential rain,
however, added to the misery, turning roads into
quagmires and making life generally unpleasant.
Then came the wait for the aircraft and more
waiting to move to Labuan.
To occupy their time, members of the unit raised
Rugby and Aussie Rules football teams who took
on all comers, Army, Air Force and Americans.
Other activities included basketball, cricket
matches and swimming. A daily newspaper was
produced by both the Australian and American

tenants and to top it all off, a radio station began
broadcasting music, news and current affairs programs.
Finally, a week after the main party had reached
Morotai, the first Mosquito arrived. A52-521 flown
by Flight Lieutenant Sid Goddard and Flying Officer Terrence Jeffers touched down on the last
day of May and parked in the No 79 Squadron
lines.
The dispatch of a single Mosquito was for the
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

purpose of fitting and trialling American bombs.
The trials were conducted but before any flying
could be done, Flying Officer Jeffers became ill
and was repatriated to Perth Military Hospital for
medical board and discharge. Is place as aircraft
navigator was taken by Flying Officer Dean Barrett who arrived on 3 July. Rather than waste a
valuable asset sitting on the ground awaiting the
remainder of the Mosquito aircraft, Headquarters
First TAF tasked the aircraft, which completed
four sorties before the others arrived. The results
of the sorties are at Table 5.1.

Table 5.1 - A52-521 Sorties for July 1945

A52-521 would be the only aircraft to use the Morotai strip for war operations. Congestion and delays meant that the remainder of the unit would
fly to Labuan as soon as possible – but that
would be at the end of July.
Meanwhile, on 5 June 1945 the wait at Morotai
was over. According to the Unit Historian:
The Unit embarked from Morotai (S.S. Simon
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the ship, worked round
the clock in shifts. It was
bloody hot down in the
holds so six hours at a
time was enough.
The Yanks shot up everything in sight including
the water tank in Victoria, the town of Labuan.
Jim White and a crew
salvaged the water
tank, had all the holes
patched up and they
had us dam a creek behind our camp site, organised a pump and the
Squadron had the best
water supply on the island. It was great for
plenty of showers.
The unloading parties
worked
in three, 80 man
FO. Barrett (Nav) and Flt. Goddard (Pilot) preparing to take off from Moratai on their
first ‘bash’ in A52-521, 7th July 1945 (c/o Max Boase)
shifts of six hours on,
twelve hours off until the
job was complete. Then came the construction of a
Bamberger) and [the] operation [was] completed
fixed campsite. Finally, on the 23 June, the orderly
by 1230 hours. Ship sailed in large convoy with
room was open for business and by mid-July, the
heavy naval support at 1700 hours. The convoy
consisted of assault troops for [the] capture of La- camp was fully operational with messes, running
water and proper sanitation which, according to one
buan Island and operations against [the] enemy
wag, consisted of ‘four thunder boxes all in a row at Brunei Bay, [were] ordered to commence on
very democratic’.
“Z” day, 10 June 1945.

Problems at Base Camp

The Move to Labuan
The convoy arrived in Brunei Bay at 0700 hours
on 11 June and the assault, naval bombardment
and air raids commenced immediately. The
Squadron members awaited their turn to land and
after the beachhead and hinterland had been secured, two officers and 30 airmen disembarked
five days later to form the beach unloading party.
Again, conditions were overcrowded and unpleasant on the ship and Dysentery had broken
out. The sooner the landing had been made and
camp established, the better. Reg Spooner was
one of the first to arrive. He recalled:
After leaving Morotai, we headed for Labuan off
Brunei on a victory ship with all our hardware in
the holds. We landed ashore in L.S.T.s. We had
to unload all of our equipment from the ship
which was anchored about two miles off shore.
We went out in army ducks, climbed the side of
PAGE 14

During the establishment of the Labuan base,
three niggling problems hindered the rate of progress. First, the rains continued incessantly, turning everything into a muddy bog and making
movement and unloading of stores a nightmare.
Because of the poor road situation, it was decided to build ‘Beaufort Boulevard’ joining the
campsites of the various units and by the end of
July, a huge tent city had sprung up to cater for
the influx of 46 Units and over 6,500 men.
Second were the outbreaks of disease, including
Dysentery, Malaria and two cases of Dengue Fever. Malaria precautions were taken including
spraying and sleeping under netting. Once proper
sanitation and fresh water had been installed at
the camps, the Dysentery and Dengue Fever virtually stopped.
Finally, despite the best efforts of the assault
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Liberators since early September 1944. The objective area
for the troops was to be a 34
kilometre strip along the southeastern coast which once secured, would form a launching
pad for the inland and if all
went to plan, the recapture of
both Balikpapan township and
the oil refineries.

Members of the Unit wade ashore - Labuan Island (Luff)

troops to clear the surrounding jungle, Japanese
snipers were still present and return of fire was a
regular occurrence. Members of the Squadron
were placed on guard duty and numerous fire
fights broke out, especially at night. Fortunately
for all concerned, no casualties were reported despite this all too regular contact with the enemy
and the ‘twitchiness’ of some placed on guard duty.
By the time A52-521 had been called forward to
Labuan on 23 July, the campsite was in good
shape. The rains had eased and the runway had
been extended to a suitable length. Met by the Officer Commanding and the Squadron Engineering
Officer on his arrival, Flight Lieutenant
Goddard pronounced the strip suitable for Mosquito operations and flew the last of his four solo sorties from the field three days later. Finally, after a
wait of over six months to go on active service,
the news came through that the remaining 20
Mosquitoes would arrive on 2 August.

Oboe Two - Balikpapan
The final operation of the Oboe Series and indeed, for the Australians, the final operation of the
war, came with the invasion by the Australian 7th
Division of Balikpapan on 1 July 1945. Balikpapan
was a major oil refining site which produced a
large percentage of Japanese aviation fuel and as
such, had been under constant attack by RAAF
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

With Tarakan and Labuan secure, General Blamey, the
Australian Field Commander,
had questioned the need to
continue with the Balikpapan
operations. The Allies had secured air superiority and little
or no Japanese naval and
shipping activity could proceed
past Java. Prime Minister Curtin questioned MacArthur who,
playing astute politics, simply restated his requirement for Oboe Two and offered to replace
the Australian troops with Americans. Curtin acquiesced and Oboe Two was carried out.
By the end of 3 July, the 7th Division had secured
the beachhead, captured Balikpapan township
and the nearby Klandasan Peninsula. The town,
however, was in ruins, as the result of over 300
Liberator bombing sorties over the previous
weeks. The airfield at Sepinggan was made suitable on 13 July and No 78 Wing flew in Spitfires
and Kittyhawks. Operations against Japanese
strongholds continued up to 15 August when the
Oboe series of operations came to an end. And
so had the war.
In the final tally, 226 men had lost their lives in
recapturing Balikpapan. This made a total of 565
killed in action over the three Oboe operations but they would not be the last to die, as air operations continued right up to the Japanese surrender.

Labuan Post War
Post war, Labuan was not to fall into disuse as an
operational airfield as many of the World War II
strips that had sprung up across the Pacific did.
By September 1948 the RAF flew in a detachment of Photo Reconnaissance PR Mk 34 Mosquitoes from Tengah for an extensive photo sur-
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vey of Sarawak and British North Borneo (Sabah)
- thus retaining a Mosquito connection.
By July 1950, a regular courier service was operating between Changi and Labuan in support of
the British garrison placed there to reoccupy the
British territory. Malaya achieved independence
in 1959 and was immediately pressured with
Confrontation with Indonesia. The small, 80 man
garrison rapidly became the main British air base
in Borneo, mainly due to its large runway and secure off-shore location. Thus a rapid development
program began. By mid-1965 numbers of personnel were over 1000 and more permanent facilities
had been established.
Labuan became an RAF Station in its own right
on 1 Aug 63, with servicemen posted for one year
unaccompanied tours, usually from Singapore.
With permanency came a formal air presence,
with fighters, transport aircraft and helicopters becoming regular sights in Victoria, the township
nearby. Such assets were boosted with the outbreak of a rebellion in Brunei, the nearby state,
with a range of transport aircraft carrying reinforcement troops and RAF Canberras deploying
to conduct 'dummy' attacks, which were effective
in quelling the strife.
However, confrontation continued and as the po-

litical stand-off intensified, an Air Defence Identification Zone was declared in 1963 along the Malaysian/Indonesian border and Hunters, Javelins
and PR Canberras arrived to police the boundary.
Airstrip construction 'upcountry' was commenced
and Twin Pioneer transport aircraft flown by both
the RAF and Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF)
provided logistics support for the construction
crews.
The first permanent squadron to use Labuan was
No 230 Squadron, RAF, a Whirlwind helicopter
unit which arrived in 1965. By early 1966, Beverleys were dropping up to 1,000,000 lbs of supplies per month to forward areas, but fortunately,
hostilities ended mid that year. Peace was declared but to police the peace, a detachment of
No 78 Wing, RAAF Sabres from RAAF Butterworth was deployed to the base.
British operations were now winding down. There
was a gradual handover to the RMAF, who first
took over refuelling and general aircraft handling
duties before taking full responsibility for the base
when the RAF left on 16 Jun 1968. Today, Labuan is a major RMAF Air Base in East Malaysia
(the former Sarawak). It seems fitting that a base
such as Labuan continues to support flying operations well into the future.

The photo and extract, from the RAF Service aviation News, commemorates the last Mosquito operation in RAF
service. This 1955 photo shows an example of a PR 34A Mosquito RG314, operated by the RAF 81 Squadron, and
used for survey work post war out of Tengah (Singapore) and Labuan.
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Page from Australasian POST magazine 12/09/1963
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This is the last photograph of Lockheed Lightning’s P38 in the RAAF taken at Coomalie Creek
airstrip south of Darwin N.T., on the 1st September and her subsequent crash on that strip. Note
the protection clothing worn by the fire personnel
of No. 1 PRU
The pilot F/Lt John Rush survived the crash but
was severely burnt.

I am forwarding a copy my Lyall’s obituary from
the ‘The West Australian’ of Monday 18 August
2014.
LYALL BELL
Born: Broken Hill, NSW, 1921
Died: Murdoch, WA, aged 92
The article by Rod Moran, assisted Ken Pittman a friend of Lyall.

At the time the unit was equipped with one Mosquito and two Wirraways and on the 10th September 1944, we became 87 Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron,
FYI.— Keith Chew
Before:

After:

Lyall Bell was among the last of the World War II
era's Royal Australian Air Force pilots. Even as a
19-year-old his flying skill was recognised. He
qualified as an instructor straight off his pilot's
course, a rare distinction.
In 1941, Lyall joined the RAAF Air Crew Reserve
as a trainee, hoping to become a pilot. The reserve was the route into the queue for aircrew
training. If selected, the individual was allocated
to a unit to be trained as either a pilot, navigator,
or a wireless or gunnery man. The process was
part of the Empire Air Training Scheme. When
war broke out in 1939 qualified aircrew were in
short supply. Britain established the EATS via
which the dominions Australia, Canada, South
Africa, New Zealand and Rhodesia for a time —
PAGE 18
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supplied Great Britain with
qualified aviators. Fifty thousand flyers came through the
scheme, with 28,000 being
trained in Australia.
In 1939 there were only 27 Flying Instructors in the RAAF. By
the end of the war there were
3,600. Lyall's flight path
through this grand scheme included training at Victor Harbour, South Australia, then at
Cunderdin and Geraldton in
WA. Lyall's postgraduate training saw him become a qualified
flying instructor. He trained on
Tiger Moths, Avro Cadets and
Ansons, then Oxfords, with a
later induction to Bristol Beaufort bombers.
His final posting was in 1945. Having achieved the
rank of Flying Officer, he was to fly Mosquitoes —
the famous wooden airframe — as a line fighter
pilot with 94 Squadron. Unfortunately, before
reaching his squadron the war was over. It was
"unfortunate" because, on discharge, despite four
years in uniform and more than 1000 hours of flying in his log book. Lyall did not serve overseas.
He was thus not entitled to war-veteran benefits.
But there were many close shaves over those
years. When flying a Beaufort from an airfield in
East Sale, Victoria, on a live practice bombing run
— it was known as Death Valley because more
than 100 pilots had been killed in training there —
Lyall was supposed to release six bombs on a target. He dropped them, or thought he had. However, the bay doors had not opened. Back on the
tarmac, when Lyall opened the bomb doors, the
six live bombs dropped to the ground — and did
not explode.
Another near miss was when he had a runaway
propeller during a night-time take-off. He was flying with one propeller virtually running in reverse.
Somehow, he managed to return to base, avoiding 12 aircraft on the circuit. In a sense, perhaps
Lyall's most memorable RAAF moment occurred
at the war's end.
His squadron was to take part in a fly-past over
Sydney. But the commanding officer decided to
lead the fly-past with just three planes. Lyall had
other ideas. He took off with two other planes and,
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

as they approached the Sydney Harbour Bridge,
he and mates banked and flew over the prime
minister's residence at Kirribilli and then underneath the bridge. Somehow. they got away with
the celebratory stunt.
Postwar, Lyall worked variously in the mining industry initially at Broken Hill, then at George
Town in Tasmania and Rum Jungle in the Northern Territory. Later, he set up an accounting consultancy. Lyall Bertram Bell was born in Broken
Hill on August 20, 1921, to Arthur and Alma Bell.
During the 1930s Lyall worked in various local
government departments before joining the RAAF
in 1941.
He met Irene Mathisen and they married in 1947.
Son John was born in 1950. Two daughters,
Lynette and Sandra, followed. Irene died in 1985
and four years later Lyall married Christine Stevens.
In 1989 they retired to the RAAF estate at Bull
Creek, where Lyall was a guide in the aviation
museum. There were other facets to Lyall Bell
beyond his love of flying. He was a musician —
he played violin in the White Horse Symphony
Orchestra when based in Melbourne — was a
keen fisherman and loved camping and playing
tennis. Lyall was also an amateur astronomer
and a guide at the Gingin Observatory.

Shortly before his death on March 21, Lyall had
been invited to a graduation ceremony at Pearce
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RAAF base, though he was too ill to attend. However, he was sitting in his hospital chair when he
turned to see through the window a formation of
20 RAAF training aircraft flying past, marking the
graduation of the latest cohort of pilots from
Pearce.
Perhaps at that moment the flying instructor in
Lyall was invoking a basic maxim of aviation —
"Keep your nose up in the turn." It was a manoeuvre that served him well in many circumstances, airborne and otherwise, in a long and
successful life.
----------------------------------Many thanks to those who have sent condolences and support.
Christine Bell.

Thought you and the Mossie guys might be interested in this if you have not already seen it?

I came across this film of American gun camera
footage from WW2 on Youtube the other day.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PLxI6kW7bFU

David (Spike) Jefferson from England writes to us
about stories from WW2.
My father John, was a navigator in 109 Pathfinder
Squadron.
I have a friend, Brigitte in France, whose family
came from Oradour sur Glane, the scene of one
of the Nazi massacres. She’s described to me
how the family narrowly escaped the massacre.
Her mother, Marie Louise, was standing by her
house with her two year old, and a baby in arms,
and a young soldier in German uniform approached, and told her to get back inside. He
was obviously upset, telling her that he also had
a mother, and brothers and sisters. She sensed
that something was very wrong, and she went
into the house, and out of the back and escaped
the massacre.
If the two year old had been a little older, she
would have been at school, and Marie-Louse
would have gone to fetch her, and the two of
them and the baby would have been killed.

The massacre was done by a Panzer regiment
named Mein Fuhrer, led by Adolph Deickmann.
They were on their way up to Normandy to try to
repel the Allied invasion. They took part in the
battle of Villers Bocage.

Most of it centres in Europe showing multiple kills
of Luftwaffe aircraft. BUT around 1 min 14 seconds into the 11 minute film shows footage of an
RAF Mosquito under attack! (it could even be an
USAAF one as well).

Squadron 109 attacked “Adolph Hitler” Panzers
(presumably the same) at that battle on the 30th
of June and again on the 30th of July. Deickmann
had already died, on the 29th.

It was a perennial problem regarding missidentification of aircraft and unfortunately US
fighter pilots more than most had a habit of shooting first and asking questions later.

Dad (John Jefferson) died in 1992, so never
knew the connection with his son and the village,
and that he had somehow avenged them. The
“German” soldier was from Alsace, and had been
forced into the army. That’s why he was upset,
and wanted to help Marie-Louise.

I believe know one really knows the numbers of
Mosquitoes lost in daylight over Europe to Allied
fighter interception, of which US fighter pilots
were the main culprits.
Regards
Mark Nelson
Author of 'Mosquito'
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Actually Marie–Louise’s brother, Albert Leblanc
was big in the Resistance, and the Germans
were offering a reward for him.
Also on 109 matters; John sometimes navigated
Peter Kleboe, and in fact Spike’s mother met him
and thought him a charming man (as also mentioned in Albert Smith’s book “Mosquito Pathfinder”). Peter, in March ’45 was transferred to lead
21 Squadron, who had done the low-level raid,
smashing the walls of Amiens Prison, to allow the

Bulletin Number 70 (December 2014)

THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

From the Mailbox
Resistance people to escape, as they were due to
be executed the next day, and a raid for a similar
purpose on Aarhus University in Denmark, which
the Gestapo had commandeered.
Peter led them on another raid of that type, to
Shell House, Copenhagen. They were again down
extremely low, and Peter’s plane unfortunately
touched a pylon, and he crashed and was killed,
on March the 21st 1945, Mrs Jefferson’s birthday.......

Regards Spike.

This card arrived from England, with a cover note
asking if we would put it in our Bulletin.
They are fundraising for the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund and were wondering if our members would be interested in purchasing some
cards from them. Their details are on the back of
the card (pictured).
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Vale
It is with regret the Association must relay that the following member
has past away since the last Bulletin was published.

Lyall (Ding) Bell—of Bull Creek, Western Australia

New Members
It is with much pleasure that the Association can relay that it has had
A New Member join since the last Bulletin was published.
Edgar (Eddie) Wassenaar—of Lara, Victoria
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