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A second Mosquito (C-FHML, a B35) has taken to the air, flown by Steve Hinton, 
on Monday 16th June 2014, restored by Victoria Air Maintenance Ltd, North Saan-
ich, Canada. VR 796 took flight for the first time in 48 years. 
 
At the conclusion of the test-flying programme the aircraft was delivered to owner 
Bob Jens at Vancouver. The aircraft is painted to honour the famous "F" for Freddie 
which after surviving many missions in Europe, was destroyed in a crash at Calga-
ry, Alberta at the end of the war. 
 
Although the craft is referred to as C-FHML, she is actually C-FHMJ—for the eagle 
eyed check out the picture below—the tailplane shows C-FHMJ. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steve_Hinton
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The President’s Log 

crease. The $20.00 sub remained for 
twenty one years. Now with dwindling 
membership numbers our income has 
dropped, the interest rates are the low-
est for many years and our nest egg to 
support the construction of (for example) 
a wing is not increasing much at all. 
 
Member Ed Wassenaar has kindly taken 
on the Mossie merchandising role with 
the passing of Alan Middleton. He is cur-
rently liaising with the suppliers to 
‘update/modernise’ our lines. I am afraid 
they will not be available in time for 
Christmas—early next year a pamphlet 
will be distributed for ordering purposes. 
 
It is sad to note that MAAA Founder Alan 
Davies wife Fay passed away a little 

while ago. An article appears later in the Bulletin. 
The Associations condolences have been sent to 
their daughter, son and families. 
 
The AGM gave the tick of approval to incorpo-
rate the MAAA. The actions necessary to 
achieve this will commence shortly under the 
guidance of member Doug Hughes. 
 
The new Mossie room in hut P170 is now ready 
for inhabitation with restored windows, door, 
walls, ceilings and carpet squares. Our thanks to 
all those who have assisted, especially our mem-
ber master DYI builder David Devenish and 
Friends member Warwick Bonner. 
 
The storage area at the end of the building is go-
ing through a clean-up process and will allow 
Mosquito documentation to be housed so we can 
vacate the old ‘Mossie Shack’. 
 
We recently had a couple of visitors to view A52-
600, Laurie John and his uncle Bill Dunstan. 
 
Laurie came to watch the Centenary celebrations 
at Point Cook and was surprised to see A52-600 
there as he knew his uncle Bill was an airframe 
fitter in 87 Squadron at Coomalie Creek, NT, 
during WW2 and had worked on many aircraft 
there.  
 
Bill thoroughly enjoyed his re-acquaintance with 
a loving pat on the fuselage and a view of inside 
and outside the fuselage. 
 
TRB. 

The Mossie Association is in it’s twenty second 
year of operation. As no doubt you will have seen 
in AGM documentation that our numbers have 
been dropping at a fair rate due mainly to the olds 
and bolds of WW2 passing on. 
 
Can you give the Committee a hand? We are 
looking for some new blood to help keep the As-
sociation alive and well. We seek a range of peo-
ple who will be either supporters, active volun-
teers to assist down at Point Cook with restora-
tion activities and finally enthusiastic people who 
would like to run for the Committee.  
 
The Association’s population has changed over 
that twenty year period from mainly ex RAAFies 
seeking the ability to reminisce about their war 
days, to form new acquaintances while throwing 
in their time to assist with reconstruction tasks. 
We have now all but lost that pool of knowledge 
as well. We now need to be able to expand our 
membership from the general public who have 
aircraft at heart and are keen to embrace a DH 
98—A52-600. If you know of any such people 
please drop the Secretary a line so documenta-
tion can be sent to the potential members. 
 
The weekday volunteers have been plugging 
away at the fuselage and have now reached the 
point where the major reskinning operation has 
commenced. Brett Clowes explains more within 
this Bulletin. Great work guys and may your 
unique task result in a highly successful outcome. 
 
You will see on your subscription renewal notices 
that the AGM approved a $5.00 per annum in-
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Restoration News 

MOSQUITO UPDATE  
 
by Assistant Tech Curator - Brett Clowes 
 
 
The Mosquito fuselage continues to make steady 
progress, although this may not be obvious to 
the gallery observer.  
 
The new belly was scarfed* into position earlier 
this year and attention has now turned to remov-
ing sections of the outer skin to allow the reglue-
ing of the stringers and other structural reinforce-
ments, removal of the balsa and strengthening 
the joints in the inner skin.  
 
The inner skin panels have now been internally 
braced to maintain fuselage shape when clamp-
ing forces are applied to reinstall the new balsa 
external skins.  

The restoration team is treading new 
ground in developing this repair method 
which will result in the maximum possi-
ble amount of the original structural 
parts being retained. 
 
 
*Note:  
 
The method of joining timber and ply-
wood for aircraft construction and repair 
involves an overlapping glued joint be-
tween two precisely tapered pieces.  
 
The ratio for the taper, is specified for 
different joint requirements and can vary 
from 8 to 1 up to 20 to 1, and is known 
as a scarf.  
 
This results in a join as strong as an un-
joined piece with no change in thick-
ness. 
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The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 
70 Years ago 

The destruction of the Gestapo Headquarters at 
Aarhus, Denmark ranks as one of the most daring 
and ambitious examples of the low-level raids car-
ried out by Mosquitoes from RAF’s 2 Group. In 
comparison with the legendary Amiens Prison raid 
on February 18

th
, 1944 and the famous attack on 

the Gestapo Headquarters at Shell House, Co-
penhagen on March 21

st
, 1945, the Aarhus attack 

has been described as the most successful opera-
tion of its kind. 
 
Situated on the eastern side of the Jutland penin-
sula, in the coastal town of Aarhus, the Gestapo’s 
Jutland Headquarters in Denmark were housed in 
three buildings of the Aarhus University complex. 
The Germans had requisitioned part of the com-
plex on October 2

nd
, 1944. Students were forced 

to vacate dormitory numbers 3, 4 and 5 to make 
way for the Gestapo (Gehiemstatspolizei), the Se-
curity Service (SD or Sicherheitsdienst) and Army 
Intelligence Service (Abwehr). The area surround-
ing the three buildings was reinforced with barbed 
wire and machine gun posts. 
 

The Gestapo under the leadership of Kriminalrat 
SS-Sturmbannführer Eugen Schwitzgebel took 
over dormitory number 4 along with the Secret 
Field Police (Geheimfeldpolizei) and SD headed 
by SS Obersturmführer Lonechum. The head-
quarters of Oberstleutnant Lutze, Chief of the 
Abwehr were located in dormitories 3 and 5. In 
addition it was reported that the main university 
building housed the Deutsche Wochenschau, 
normally a weekly newsreel organisation but in 
reality a cover for the German informer system. 
 
As the Gestapo’s counter-resistance gained mo-
mentum a considerable amount of archive materi-
al had been built up. This contained a compre-
hensive card index of resistance suspects and 
detainees. In particular, a large part of the Gesta-
po archives covered extensive information on the 
railway sabotage organisations. These organisa-
tions were considered vital to the allied war effort 
by preventing German reinforcements and sup-
plies from Norway being transported to the Euro-
pean front. Furthermore the resistance leader of 
Region III had been arrested; the entire force, 

numbering 145 men being taken as well, 
followed this shortly after. At the same 
time two female couriers had been arrest-
ed, one of these was Ruth Philipsen the 
military intelligence courier for the mid-
Jutland area under command of Colonel 
Frits Tillisch. The on-going Gestapo suc-
cesses were of great concern to Danish 
Resistance so much so that on October 
15

th
, 1944 they implored the British for 

help: 
 
Underground in Jutland about to 
be torn up by Gestapo. It is more 
important to destroy archives and 
save our people than to save ar-
chives and have our people de-
stroyed. I beg forcibly that colleg-

One of the Mosquitos outstanding raids occurred 70 years ago—the 
Aarhus Attack on a Gestapo Headquarters. 

 
Member Derek Carter has kindly allowed the reproduction of a story 

he authored. 

464 Squadron—Thorney 
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lected from number 140 Wing of 2 Group, 2
nd

 
Tactical Air Force, comprised of 21 Squadron 
RAF, 464 Squadron RAAF and 487 Squadron 
RNZAF. The force was to consist of twenty-six 
Mosquito aircraft drawn from all three squadrons 
together with twelve Mustang III’s of 315 (Polish) 
Squadron from 12 Group. One Mosquito a so-
called FPU aircraft was a special version spe-
cially fitted out with ciné cameras in order to film 
the results of the attack. This aircraft also car-
ried a bomb load. 
 
On both the 27

th
 and 28

th
 October, the crews 

participated in a two-hour long low-level training 
run to practice formation flying over water and to 
co-ordinate attack timing. The route to and from 
the target consisted of 1,200 miles, 700 of which 
lay over water. Twenty-five Mosquitoes would 

carry 2x500lb bombs in the bomb bays and 2x50 
gallon drop tanks on the wing pylons whilst the 
FPU Mosquito carried 4x500lb bombs. Each 
bomb was fused with an 11-second delayed-
action fuse to allow for an extremely low-level at-
tack. The bomb loads consisted of a mixture of 
high explosive and incendiaries. 
 
The force would attack in four waves with a 
space of one minute between each to avoid dam-
age from bomb blast and to allow the target area 
to clear of dust and debris.  On October 27

th
 a 

final reconnaissance was made of the target area 
by 544 Squadron, all was ready but bad weather 
delayed the operation until Tuesday the 31

st
. 

 
The participating Mosquito aircrews took off from 

es (dormitories) four and five be 
destroyed by air attack. They are 
the two most westerly buildings in 
the University block. Urgent. 

 
On the following day Commander Hollingworth 
SOE sent the following coded message to Colo-
nel Tillisch 
 

To Yawl from Chicory 
Urgent. Give all flak positions 
within a radius of one kilometre of 
dormitories 4 and 5 at Aarhus Uni-
versity. Give the exact position of 
the dormitories. Contact the chief. 
Crack 078 means that the dormi-
tories are located on the corner of 
Ole Worms Allé and 
Nordre Ringgade. 

 
Three days later, Danish 
Resistance provided the 
detail required to success-
fully plan an attack on the 
targets. The information on 
the defences and exact lo-
cation of the archives were 
now known. Meticulous 
planning followed including 
the construction of a scale 
briefing model of the Uni-
versity complex and the 
numerous surrounding 
buildings. Crews were se-

The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 
70 Years ago 
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The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 
70 Years ago 

recalled the Mustang escort and flight across the 
sea: 
 

I personally have a great admira-
tion for the Poles, particularly our 
fighter escort, although I did find 
some of their close escort a little 
too close for my liking! Our posi-
tion in the Film Production Mos-
quito (FPU) was not set and we 
were free to roam about to try 
and get pictures of the other air-
craft in echelon. 

 
Included in the first wave under the pseudo-
nym of “Wing Commander Smith” was Air 
Vice Marshal Basil Embry the group com-
mander and his navigator Peter Clapham. 
One Mosquito, (HP929:SB-C) crewed by 
Flight Lieutenants Timoney and Hammat 
suffered a bird-strike on the outward flight 
and had to return to base. Close to the 
Danish coast a number of the Mosquitoes 
dropped their empty wing tanks. Flight Ser-
geant Stan Etherington of 487 Sqn. recalls 

an incident: 
 

Probably the most dangerous in-
cident I recall from this operation 
was watching a Mosquito in front 
of me drop its wing tanks. The 
right tank fell down and did a per-
fect rendition of a Barnes-Wallis 

their base at Thorney Island at 7.30am for a short 
flight to Swanton Morley where the briefing was 
held during which the Mosquitoes were armed, 
checked and the fuel loads were topped up. The 
brief was conducted with the aid of the briefing 

model to ensure that nothing was left to chance. 
Also present at the briefing was Major Sven 
Truelsen, a Dane in SOE service and attached to 
the planning staff for the operation. Bombing ac-
curacy was required, as there were two hospitals 
located less than 250 yards from the target. 
 
The twenty-six Mosquitoes led by Wing Com-
mander Reg Reynolds and his naviga-
tor Squadron Leader Ted Sismore took 
off from Swanton Morley just after 
9.00am. Only eight of the twelve Mus-
tangs managed to take off as it was dis-
covered that four of the aircraft had 
damaged tail wheels. The weather was 
overcast with patches of drizzle and a 
cloud base at 1,200ft. Forward visibility 
was less than 1½ miles. The eight Mus-
tang escort fighters rendezvoused with 
the Mosquitoes over the North Sea and 
to avoid detection by enemy radar, the 
entire force stayed low (50-100ft) for 
the long flight across the sea. 
 
Flight Lieutenant Brian Hanafin piloting 
the Film Production Mosquito (DZ414) 
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However, Denton who was direct-
ly behind us also noticed this and 
put his nose down to give the ma-
chine-gun a burst. Because of 
this, the tail of his aircraft clipped 
the building and he lost his tail 
wheel (it was later found in the 
street). Denton also received 
damage to the control surfaces 
and had to hold the control col-
umn right over to one side to 
maintain level flight. The naviga-
tor Joe Coe was also given the 
job of holding the control column 
all the way home. They were glad 
to land at the first airfield on the 
coast! 

 
Flight Lieutenant Knowle Shrimpton recalled an-
other incident during the run up to the target: 
 

As we approached, a hole ap-
peared in the roof in front of our 
aircraft and as if in slow motion a 
500lb bomb emerged turning over 
and under. We flew right under-
neath this bomb watching in awe 
or should I say fear. Thankfully it 
did not explode! (Peter Lake at-
tributes this ‘rogue’ bomb to Basil 
Embry who was flying in front of 
them). 
 

As the attack began a number of stu-

bouncing bomb. It came up curl-
ing over my starboard wing just 
missing the propeller. I could not 
manoeuvre up or down or side-
ways as we were so low over the 
water and in close formation. 

 
By 11.20am, the formation made landfall at 
Henne and continued at low level over Jutland 
towards Lake Skanderborg, about 20 kilometres 
south west of Aarhus. To enable correct spacing 
between each section, boxes 2, 3 and 4 com-
menced rate-one turns (360 degree = 2 minutes) 
over the lake. Each section flying in echelon wait-
ed their turn before heading off towards Aarhus in 
line astern. Despite reported observations by Ger-
man lookout posts, complete surprise was 
achieved as the target was approached at treetop 
height. Crews could clearly see Danes waving 
their arms, white tablecloths and giving ‘V for Vic-
tory’ signs as they flew over the open Danish 
countryside. 
 
A main road that ran straight towards the Univer-
sity complex facilitated target identification. The 
crews looked for the final checkpoints, the Gas-
ometer on Dollerupvej, water towers and church 
spires. The raid began at 11.40 am, as the first 
wave delivered its attack another crew reported 
seeing a man duck for cover as the first bombs 
screamed over his head towards the target.  
 
Two bombs actually went through the front en-
trance of one building and two more through adja-
cent windows, underlining the accuracy of the 
Mosquito attack. A number of cars were seen 
parked in the target area and after the first wave 
had gone, flak guns in the harbour area opened 
up, including those from the cruiser Nuremberg. 
Crews also reported a number of gunners on the 
rooftops. Flying Officer Peter Lake, flying as navi-
gator with his pilot Flight Lieutenant Knowle 
Shrimpton in the first wave recalled: 
 

As we reached the target, I point-
ed out to ‘Shrimp’ a German on a 
small balcony at the side of the 
building who appeared to be get-
ting ready to fire a machine-gun. 
We could not get in a shot as we 
were over the building in seconds. 

The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 
70 Years ago 
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The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 

dents were busy with their studies in an 
auditorium overlooking the college cam-
pus. Amongst these was 26 year old 
Thorkild Bjørnvig: 
  

Suddenly out of nowhere an air-
craft appeared, then another until 
there were three visible just above 
the rooftops of the dormitories. For 
a split second a bomb stood out 
silhouetted against the sky, then 
the air was filled with explosions. 
Immediately after there was 
stunned silence and then the next 
wave of aircraft was over the 
buildings. On the dormitories the 
balconies suddenly filled up with 
people that began to jump down to 
ground level. It was like watching 
an anthill that had been disturbed! 

 
The attack lasted nine minutes; later Squadron 
Leader Ted Sismore commented that everything 
had gone according to plan: 
 

The weather was pretty dirty just 
before we reached the target but it 
cleared to give us a good run up. I 
could see the bombs of the first 
section go squarely into the middle 
of the left-hand building. Other air-
craft dealt with the other buildings 
and the last pilot over the target 
reported that both buildings were 

well and truly hit. We were re-
stricted to one line of attack and 
one angle, and this line was not 
entirely suitable because it took 
us over their flak area. When we 
left, fire was raging in the shell of 
the buildings. Altogether we 
dropped 24,000 lbs of bombs. 

 
Flight Lieutenant Brian Hanafin recalls: 
 

We took up our position for the 
attack and bombed the target. We 
came back for three passes to try 
and get another look after the 
bombs had exploded. It was not a 

good day for filming, 
Leigh-Howard was 
having a lot of trouble 
with the cameras and 
it was also very bumpy 
at low level, more so 
than usual. The entire 
front of the left-hand 
building had been 
blown out. It was diffi-
cult to see what had 
happened to the right-
hand building as it was 
covered with dust and 
flying debris but the 
indications were that it 
had also been pretty 
well dealt with. I 
caught up with the 

SB-V (464 Sqn) clearly shows the invasion stripes 
as they were at the time of the Aarhus attack, 
    i.e. only on the under surfaces. 
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crewed by Wing Commander Thomas and Flight 
Lieutenant Humphrey-Baker was damaged by 
bomb blast and had to force-land in Sweden. 

Flight Sergeant Stan Etherington of 487 Sqn. re-
calls the incident: 
 

I was formatting on the right side 
of Thomas’ aircraft just as we 
flew across the target when there 
was an explosion, at first we 
thought it was flak as tracer was 
going over the top of us, but as 
we were between him and the 
flak-area this was unlikely. It 
turned out that he had been hit by 
bomb blast, Thomas turned away 
with his starboard engine on fire 
and I continued on. Group Cap-
tain Wykeham-Barnes called up 
Thomas on the radio advising him 
to close the fuel supply to the en-
gine, feather the prop and set 
course for Sweden. He then es-
corted Thomas out over the Kat-
tegat, after a while the fire had 
gone out so Thomas and Humph-
rey-Baker were left to fend for 
themselves. They made it to neu-

main force fairly soon and I had a 
Mustang with me for quite a lot of 
the time so I felt quite safe. 

 
 
Squadron Leader Ern Dunkley was in the last 
section to attack, he recalled: 
 

Unfortunately the wind was blow-
ing from about the north-east and 
smoke and dust from the proceed-
ing bombs was blown along the 
road so that the following aircraft 
did not have the benefit of a clear 
run up to the target. It was during 
this run up that Wing Commander 
Langton’s navigator lost his bear-
ings and my navigator Les Webb 
took over the responsibility of 
guiding the last wave to the target. 
I recall that my bombs hit building 
number 3. 

 
Flying Officer Roy Johnston, also in the last wave 
to attack: 
 

During the run in to the target, my 
navigator Clive Turner said that 
he thought he saw an ack-ack 
unit, possibly 20mm on a rooftop 
as we went pass. Sure enough a 
burst of tracer went just above our 
heads, by the time the gunners 
had corrected their aim we were 
out of range. I remember lining up 
on the right-hand of the two build-
ings and thinking good, something 
worthwhile to hit, the left-hand 
building being practically demol-
ished! 

 
The attack was so accurate that the nearby hospi-
tals were unscathed. Dormitories 4 and 5 were 
completely destroyed. Dormitory 3 and the Uni-
versity main building had been severely dam-
aged. Furthermore, a German Barracks on 
Langelandsgade across from the target had also 
been hit by six bombs, which resulted in a high 
number of casualties. 
 
Two Mosquitoes from 21 Squadron suffered bird-
strikes, not an uncommon event with low-level 
flights across country and coastal areas. One 
Mosquito from 487 Squadron (PZ164 EG-K) 

The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 
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The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 

tral Sweden and enjoyed a 
short holiday! 
(Thomas and Humphrey-
Baker managed to land their 
crippled Mosquito on a Swe-
dish military airfield at Har-
plinge, north of Halmstad. 
Before the Swedes could 
stop them they had set fire to 
the aircraft and it was totally 
destroyed! They were taken 
into custody but later es-
caped. They were eventually 
interned and later sent back 
to the UK via Bromma to 
Leuchars in Scotland). 
 

The return trip was on the whole 
uneventful although a few crews 
took the opportunity to strafe some targets. 
Amongst these was Ern Dunkley: 
 

On the way back home I indulged 
in ‘beating-up’ some locomotives 
on the trains as I used to do during 
my time flying Mustangs with num-
ber 4 Squadron. Flying back over 
the North Sea at low-level, I asked 
on the radio if anyone had seen 
the ‘old man’? That is the C.O. 
Wing Commander Langton, as I 
had not seen his aircraft since we 
took over the lead just prior to 
bombing. His voice came back in 
reply, shut up we are not home 
yet! We landed back at our home 
base, Thorney Island after a round 
trip of 4 hours 45 minutes. 
 

 
With their task completed the majority of the Mos-
quito force was back in England after a total flight 
time of nearly five hours. Flying Officer Roy John-
ston recalled his return flight: 
 

My aircraft was a bit of a fuel 
“guzzler” and after juggling with 
the sets of tanks in the wings; we 
were close to the danger levels. I 
dropped into a base close to land-
fall, topped up the main tanks and 
flew back to Thorney Island. 

 
As to the results of the attack, 30 bombs were 
dropped in or around the target area. Official rec-
ords show that 25 of these detonated and 5 were 
‘duds’. The all-important archive material was de-
stroyed and the Gestapo most certainly was put 
out of business. Official German and Danish rec-

ords reveal that 29 Gestapo and Danish 
collaborators were killed and 21 wound-
ed. 10 typists killed and 3 wounded. In the 
German barracks close to the target, 18 
soldiers were killed and 20 wounded.  
There were 10 Danish civilian casualties 
these were mainly construction workers in 
the then uncompleted main building. 3 
Danish architects who were also working 
in the main building were buried under 
rubble and later rescued. 
 
Architect C.F. Møller recalls his part in the 
fateful day: 
 
I was in the drawing office together 
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with several others when we were told 
to take cover. We crawled down into the 
deep cellars under the building when 
suddenly there was a direct hit and I be-
came buried in a mixture of earth and 
bricks. One of the bricklayers whom I 
knew well managed to get my head 
free. Upon seeing me he said “Oh it is 
you the architect, just laying there! Well 
I don’t think that we’ll be doing anymore 
work today”. 

 
During the attack by the first wave, Ruth 
Philipsen, the resistance intelligence courier was 
being interrogated on the second floor of dormito-
ry 4, Gestapo’s HQ. As the first two bombs 
slammed into the building, the two Gestapo offic-
ers that were questioning her threw themselves 
under a desk. For her own protection she instinc-
tively crawled under a sink. Bombs began to deto-
nate outside but all three occupants in the room 
escaped without injury. For a short while it was 
silent, and then the next series of bombs 
slammed into the building. One of these exploded 
so close that bricks and shrapnel was thrown into 
the room.  
 
After the worst of the dust had settled, Ruth 
crawled out of her hiding place with just a few mi-
nor cuts and bruises. Both of the Gestapo men 
were dead. She managed to escape from the 
building and seek refuge in a nearby house until 
being secreted away to Sweden some 14 days 
later. 
 
Another prisoner, Pastor Harald Sandbæk was 
also under interrogation on the second floor of 
dormitory 4. As the first bombs struck, 
there was two loud noises in succes-
sion, the three Gestapo officers 
jumped up and ran out of the room. In 
the corridor they threw themselves 
down on the floor and crawled to-
wards the stairs on the right. 
Sandbæk followed them through the 
door but instinctively crawled towards 
the stairs on the left. A moment after 
five bombs detonated and Sandbæk 
sank into unconsciousness. When he 
recovered, he was buried under the 
rubble of the Gestapo HQ, after 2 
hours he was found by a German sol-
dier whom he bluffed into believing 
that he was a Danish Collaborator. 
Sandbæk was transferred to the local 

The Aarhus Attack—31 October 1944 

hospital where he luckily found himself amongst 
friends. A false death certificate was issued and 
he was safely spirited away to Sweden. 
 
A string of reports and congratulations were sent 
back to England by Danish Resistance, here is 
just one example: 
 

BOMBING OF GESTAPO AAR-
HUS RPT AARHUS OK RPT OK 
STOP GESTAPO HQ RPT HQ 
COMPLETELY DESTROYED 
STOP ONLY ONE RPT ONE 
BOMB FAILED STOP BAR-
RACKS LANGELANDSGADE 
ARE BURNING STOP CON-
GRATULATIONS TO ALL CON-
CERNED STOP FURTHER 
NEWS AT 1930 DANISH TIME 
 

In one telegram from the Chief of Danish Intelli-
gence dated November 2

nd
, 1944 it stated ‘…. it is 

suggested similar treatment be given to Shell 
House’. And so it was to be! 
 
After the war the aircrews were presented with 
cuff links inscribed with the royal monogram of 
the King of Denmark. These links were sent by 
Sven Truelsen on behalf of the Danish Re-
sistance movement to all the men participating in 
this raid and the subsequent attacks on Gestapo 
targets in Denmark.   
 
 
Copyright Derek Carter  
28/7/2000 

The Gestapo Eagle came from the HQ and now 
resides in the Occupation Museum in Aarhus. 
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From the Mailbox 

Earle "Crash" Morgan 
97/17 Walco Drive 
Sawtell NSW 2452 
 
 
Thought you might be interested in the enclosed 
photos. While I was on Labuan Island with No 1 
Mosquito Squadron, I obtained a piece of aircraft 
fabric approximately 21" x 21" and after printing 
the heading I sent it around the Squadron and 
asked anyone interested to sign their names on 
the fabric.  
 
As you can see just about everyone in the Squad-
ron wrote their names on it. I then filled in the top 
section with words in common use in those days.  
 

The Wing Commander, Ross Little, has signed it, 
as well as Squadron Leader W. Leventhal, the 
Squadron Doctor, and most of the other Officers. 
 
I am very pleased with the outcome. 
 
ED:  
 
For those of you who receive their Bulletin via 
email, there is a couple of extra photos which 
are blow-ups of the top section around the 
“No 1 Squadron” heading. 
 
If others would like copies of any photos, 
drop me a line and I will visit a local shop for 
reproductions. 
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YES!  
 
Another Mosquito takes to the air!! 
on June 18, 2014 at 13:00 
 
 
A newly restored Mosquito took to the 
air yesterday in Victoria, British Co-
lumbia. It was a restored Mk 35. Victo-
ria Air Services completed the restora-
tion. Bob Jens’ B.35 Mosquito VR796/
CF-HML, which is based in Victoria, 
British Columbia, flew today for the 
first time in 48 years, following several 
years of restoration back to airworthy.  
 
 
This means that for the first time in 
perhaps three decades or more, the world popu-
lation of flyable de Havilland Mosquitos now 
stands at two! Uniquely enough, the other flying 
Mosquito, owned by Jerry Yagen and based in 
Virginia (Military Aviation Museum), was also fly-
ing today, in Canada, at the Hamilton air show – 
source sim-outhouse.com. 
 
 
 

From the Mailbox 

ED:  
 
Still cannot nut it out—it must be dangerous 
having two aircraft flying around with the 
same registration number?!. 
 
For you web searchers try this: 
 
http://www.flyingmag.com/aircraft/pistons/
second-flying-mosquito-takes-sky 
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Mosquito replica flying in the UK by Mike Davis. 

 

French three-quarter scale de Havilland Mosquito 
replica 'PZ460' (F-PMOZ) will make its first UK 
visit this month. As a result of securing sponsor-
ship, it will visit Cranwell,  Lincs, UK, on August 
11 for a private event, and Sywell, Northants, be-
tween August 31 and September 1 for the LAA 
Annual Rally.  

 

After leaving its base at Fontenay-le-Comte, in 
western  France, it will fly to the UK in the hands 
of Arnaud Bazin via Abbeville or Cherbourg and 
will clear customs at Humberside Airport. The air-
craft is the result of 17 years of work (amounting 
to 33,000 hours) by the French RRAA 
(Reconstructions Repliques Avions Anciens) or-
ganisation.  

 

The project was started in the group's workshop 
at Lugon, with the finished airframe later being 
dismantled and transported to Fontenay-le-
Comte in October 2010.  

 

Following assembly, it made its maiden flight on 
April 23, 2011, and is currently Europe's only fly-
ing Mosquito replica. Powered by two Continental 
TSIO-520 engines, each developing around 
300hp (220M, F-PMOZ has a wingspan of just 
over 39ft 4in (12m). It is painted to  represent the 

Mosquito flown by Wng Cdr Max Guedj DSO 
DFC and Bar, who commanded the RAF's 143 
Squadron in 1944 and early 1945.  

 

The Frenchman was shot down and killed by a 
Focke-Wulf Fw 190 while attacking an enemy 
convoy off the coast of Norway in the original 
PZ460 on January 15,1945. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Frances (Fay) Davies 
 
17/08/1926 - 30/11/2013 
 
Following contact made last week I am sending a 
photo of our dear Mother 'Fay'. 
 
You were right Bob, Mum did make it possible for 
Dad (Allan) to continue his involvement as Secre-
tary/Treasurer/Editor with the Association for 
nearly ten years. However, she would often be 
exposed to the constant tap-tap of the typewriter 
coming from the office.  
 
Dad did spend many hours putting the Bulletin 
together and took pride in distributing them, com-
municating and integrating new members. 
 
Mum was a resident at Marjory Cole/Yalambee 
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(Yalambee is an aboriginal word meaning 'To rest 
with ease'), which she became very proficient at! 
 
She loved receiving the Bulletin and passing it on.  
 
We are extremely grateful the last few years of 
our Mother's life were happy ones. She read the 
daily paper avidly which often initiated a lively dis-
cussion on the current state of affairs or on how 
her beloved ‘Cats’ performed. 
 
With increased frailty and after a short period of 
immobility, Mum peacefully left this world - in her 
own time on the 30th November 2013. 
 
In appreciation, 
 
Lynne and Tony King 
Kim and Louise Davies 
and families. 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY HANGAR  
DISPLAY NOTES 
 
Does everyone know what a heads-up (HUD) 
display is? 
A heads-up presents key information to the pi-
lot in front of his/her eyes. The information is 
projected onto a reflective, but transparent, 
screen which the pilot can see while continuing 
to look through the windscreen. 
Some motor vehicles are starting to use this 
technology to display speed to the driver. 
 
Who knows what a Mach number is? 
The Mach number is the speed at which a mis-
sile or aircraft (or any object) is moving through 
air, divided by the speed of sound for the par-
ticular conditions of temperature and atmos-
pheric composition of the air through which it is 
moving. 
Mach number is useful for missiles and aircraft 
because the air behaves in a similar way at the 
same Mach number. An aircraft travelling at 
Mach 1 at 20°C at sea level, will experience 
similar shock waves as when it is travelling at 
Mach 1 at 11,000 m (36,000 feet) at minus 50°
C, even though it is travelling at only 86% of its 
actual speed at the higher sea level tempera-
ture. 
 
The interesting information above has been 
presented by volunteer Phil Roberts as part of 

his notes on the Museum’s Technology Hangar. 
These will be available in the near future. 
 
Mary Briggs 
 
 
 
Apology: 
 
In the last Bulletin I incorrectly “promoted” Squad-
ron Leader Steve Becker to Air Vice Marshal in 
the article I wrote on Steve’s flight in the Boxkite 
on Saturday 1st March 2014. My mistake and will 
you let our members and readers know please? 
 
A mistake also crept in to the builders of the 
Boxkite: they are of course Ron Gretton and 
Geoff (not David) Matthews. 
 
Regards, 
Terry Burke 
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FIESELER Fi 103R REICHENBERG. 

Historians will know that the Japa-
nese frequently used suicide aircraft 
during World War 2 but not many 
know that the Germans also had one. 
To be truthful it was not intended as a 
suicide aircraft but due to it's design it 
was one. 

The Fiesler Fi 103 is probably better 
known to aircraft enthusiasts as the 
pilotless pulsejet-powered FZG 76 or 
V-1 doodle-bug that the Germans 
launched from sites in France and 
aimed at England from June 13th 
1944. These missiles were targeted at London 
and when their fuel ran out they crashed to the 
ground and exploded. Four of the first 11 failed to 
reach London but after that many did, doing a lot 
of damage. The last V-1 fell 29th March 1945. 

In March 1944, as the war situation turned 
against Germany, Hitler approved the creation of 
the piloted version which was named Fi 103R. 
The idea was that the missile would be launched 
from a mother plane. The pilot, sitting in a small 
cockpit, would fly it to the target. Once there he 
would dive it at the target and then bail out and 
land by parachute. 

There were several versions made. The unpow-
ered model Fi 103R-I was for testing purposes. 
The Fi 103R-II and Fi 103R-III were respectively 
two seat basic and single seat advanced training 
models. The Fi 103R-IV was the operational 
model and while several were flown they were 
never used in combat. In all about 175 were pro-
duced but late in 1944 the project was aban-
doned. It is perhaps just as well they were never 
flown in combat. The cockpit was so close to the 
engine that the pilot would not have been able to 
bail out and would have gone down with his 
plane. 

TECHNICAL DATA. 

 

Engine: 

 One 772 lb (350 kg) thrust Argus 109-014 
pulsejet. 

Performance: 

 Max speed 404 mph (650 kph). 

 Service ceiling 8,200 ft (2,500 m). 

 Range 155 miles (250 km). 

Weight: 

 4,796 lbs (850 kg) max take-off. 

Dimensions: 

 Span 18 ft 9.25 in (5.72 m). 

 Length 26 ft 3 in (8.0 m). 

Armament: 

 1,874 lbs (850 kg) High Explosives. 

 

Best regards 

Brian Fillery. 
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Vale – Noel Sparrow  26 May 2014 
 
Long time MAAA member Noel Sparrow passed 
away peacefully at his daughter’s home on Mon-
day 26 May 2014.  
 
Daughter Jeanette Cordrey’s phone call arrived 
soon after I returned from Alan Middleton’s Memo-
rial Service, and it struck me just how important 
each of our members is. 
 
Noel joined the RAAF and trained as an aircraft 
woodworker; he thought the Mosquito was a work 
of art (not far wrong there, Noel). Among his many 
projects was the restoration of the nose section of 
a De Havilland Vampire aircraft (of similar timber 
construction to the Mossie) at the Queensland 
Aviation Museum, Caloundra in Queensland.  
 
Apart from that Noel carried out a “last nut and 
bolt” restoration of a WW2 Willys Jeep. He took 
delight in using this vehicle to carry Diggers who 
were a bit past marching, on Anzac Day parades.  
 
On Anzac Day this year Noel wasn’t well enough 
to take part, so the local chapter of the Patriots 
Motorcycle Club, including his son and son-in-law, 
brought Anzac Day to him. With ten or twelve Har-
leys in massed formation, they carried an Australi-
an flag up to his front door; Noel was delighted! 
 
The theme running through this note is one we 
see often at the Aussie Mossies; it is that of com-
munity service. This is a tribute not only to Noel, 
but to all our members who are out and about and 
active in community affairs. We salute you all. 
 
LEST WE FORGET 
  
Regards  
David Beazley 
 
 
 
Thank you for letting us know the sad news about 
Alan’s death and the arrangements for the Memo-
rial Service. I would like to be there but unfortu-
nately cant make it on that date. 
I would like however to send you a photo of No 27 
Mosquito  Course at Williamtown taken on 10th 
July 1945 which includes Alan and his pilot Brian “ 
Blondy “ Bailey who was killed in a civilian air 
crash in Western Australia when a wing came off 
the T.A.A. Vicount he was flying. 
27 Course went on to become 94 Squadron - a 

fighter/bomber squadron based at Castlereagh 
south of Richmond but which folded at the end of 
1945 when the war finished. 
My sincere sympathy to his family. 
I have sent a blow up of Alan and Brian which his 
family might like as well as the Course photo– If 
so, I would post quality copies instead of Email, 
which are much better quality. 
 
Very kind regards,  
Jeff Love 
 
 
 
 
I'm very saddened to hear of Alan's passing.  He 
was a great advocate of the Mosquito and the 
men who flew and supported it - and will be a 
loss to us all.  In particular I was always grateful 
of his personal support when I was re-forming 87 
Squadron. The night at RAAF Base Edinburgh in 
July 2006 when he presented an original World 
War Two Squadron montage to the Squadron 
was a special moment indeed and one I will al-
ways remember. 
 
God bless Alan and may he rest in peace. 
 
Regards, 
Richard Keir, AM CSC 
Group Captain 
 
 
 
Mark of respect, Coomalie 
 
Richard Luxton arranged a cool burn around the 
threshold of Runway 17 at Coomalie Creek air-
field at 15:30 Monday 26 May 2014, the time of 
Alan’s memorial service. The resulting smoke col-
umn was visible for a considerable distance. 
 
Kind regards 
Terry Burke 
 
The cool burn by Richard at Coomalie Creek at 
the precise time of the Memorial is greatly appre-
ciated by Shirley and the family. 
 
Please pass on our gratitude for this very moving 
mark of respect. 
 
Best Regards 
Tony Middleton 
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New Members 

  

 

No new Members have joined since the last Bulletin was published. 

 

 

  

It is with regret the Association must relay that the following members  

have past away since the last Bulletin was published. 

 

Noel SPARROW of Caulfield North, Victoria on 11th May 2014 

Keith REUTER of Bracken Ridge, Queensland on 14th April 2014 

Cornelius Thomas CRESP of Dareton New South Wales  

Charles Lancelot HARGRAVE of North Adelaide, South Australia on 15th August 2013 

John DENNEY of Goulburn, New South Wales on 19th May 2014 

Michael STACKPOLE of Lakes Entrance, Victoria on 10th August 2014 

Vale 


