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The President’s Log
From that moment on, we were treated to a
cavalcade of former and current RAAF aircraft
through the years right up to the present.
The displays (both Saturday 1st March and
Sunday 2nd March) ended fittingly with a highG solo performance by the F/A-18F Hornet;
more about this important commemorative Airshow in a separate article.
Eight or ten of our MAAA volunteers spent the
Friday before the show (28 February) helping to
set up the display area around former RAAF
PR Mk XVI Mosquito A52-600, with others joining in, in shifts on the following days.
In a memorable moment at 07:40 on Saturday 1
March 2014, Bristol Military Boxkite replica VHXKT commenced its takeoff roll along the western
grass, adjacent to and parallel with Runway 17 at
RAAF Base Williams, Point Cook, Victoria, Australia.

A few extra keen members backed up on Monday 3 March to help restore the hangar to some
semblance of normality. Thanks to all of you for
helping to make this such a great weekend, and
finally, thanks to all our members, families and
friends whose interest and support keeps us going.

Piloted by AVM Steve Becker RAAF, the Boxkite
was quickly tail up, airborne, and climbed to a
height of about 20 feet; AVM Becker then landed
straight ahead, completing a commemoration
flight on the airfield where military aviation in Australia began. The takeoff was 100 years to the minute after the first military flight in Australia, also
in a Bristol Military Boxkite (CFS 3), also on this
airfield at Point Cook.

Congratulations to Richard Luxton and Glyn
Powell for picking up some honours:
•
The Northern Territory Citizen of the Year
on Australia Day, for Richard and
•
QSM (Queens Service Medal (NZ)) for services to aeronautical heritage preservation,
for Glyn.
Terry Burke, President

Vale Alan Middleton OAM
After a short illness, our Immediate Past President Alan Middleton died last Sunday morning. His son
Tony Middleton advised us that: “He lived at home as long as was possible and went downhill very quickly over the past two weeks. He went out under his own terms and I suspect I will soon find a list of errands I am supposed to do for him this week !!
Shirley is comfortable in a new Aged Care facility (Arcare Caulfield) in Kooyong Rd just near where they
lived so it will be easy for old friends to visit.”
A private funeral will be conducted later this week, and a Memorial Service is being arranged at Melbourne High School next week. More news as it comes to hand.
I’m sure you will all share our sadness at Alan’s passing, and join us in offering our sincere condolences
to Alan’s family and friends. He was one of the last of our links with the original band who designed,
built, serviced, supported and flew those wonderful Mosquito aircraft. His support for the aims of the
Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia and in particular the restoration of former RAAF Mosquito
PR Mk XVI aircraft A52-600 will remain an important part of his legacy.
President and Committee, Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia—Terry Burke.
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Restoration News
In restoration news, Peter Carne and the Wednes- cent’s book “Mosquito Monograph”. Look for a
day Warriors are a bunch of quiet achievers.
photo of it in this or the next issue of “Aussie Mossie”.
Fuselage half Bulkhead 3 is fully restored and
back in position, and the two new part fuselage
Coomalie Creek (in the person of Richard Luxton)
sections aft of the bomb bay have been mated;
came to visit us during the recent CMA 14 Airworkmanship is first class as we’ve come to exshow. He was a welcome addition to our crew
pect.
around A52-600, answering many questions
about the WW2 operational home of the aircraft
Our display board showing what’s been done so
and Coomalie’s subsequent history.
far was in evidence at the CMA 14 Airshow, but it
didn’t stop the most frequently asked question be- Finally, I hope I’ve managed to get across some
ing repeated: “Why has nothing been done since
of the atmosphere of the Centenary of Military Aviour last visit?” Answer: NO, it doesn’t look like
ation Airshow 2014, which marked the birth of milmuch has been done. YES, plenty had been
itary aviation in Australia right here at Point Cook.
achieved (see the quiet achievers above) and
YES, we would also like to see more and faster
The four volunteer designer / builder / assemblers
progress. And YES, the MAAA does plan to win
of the Boxkite, BE2a and Deperdussin replicas
Tattslotto this year!
played a huge part in the success of this commemoration; in two of these men to whom I
David Devenish, MAAA Vice President and Archi- spoke, exhaustion was overcome by the exhilaravist pulled off a coup recently – he spotted a stetion of seeing the Boxkite fly, and all three aircraft
reoscopic viewer on eBay, and, after brief discus- collected together at the RAAF Museum, Point
sions, bought it on our behalf. We don’t know its
Cook.
provenance, but do know it’s an ex-WW2 type as
used in the photo lab at Coomalie Creek; there’s a Terry Burke, President
photo of one in use at Coomalie in David Vin-
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From the Mailbox
Member David Devenish sent this along:
If anyone is planning a similar project to this in
their retirement may I suggest a Mosquito?.
Bedsides two engines and twice the fun!
Spitfire MK 1

The job took me well over eleven years, during
which there were times I very nearly came to giving the project up for lost. The sheer amount of
work involved, countless hours, proved almost
too much, were it not for a serendipitous encounter at my flying club in Cambridge with Dr Michael
Fopp, Director General of the Royal Air Force
Museum in England.
Seeing the near complete fuselage, he urged me
to go on and finish the model, promising that he
would put it on display. I was flabbergasted, for
when I started I had no inkling that my work
would end up in a position of honour in one of the
world's premier
aviation museums.

How good is this model Spitfire. Absolutely magnificent.......
Following are pictures of a scratch built 1/5th
scale Supermarine Spitfire MK 1 by an English
model builder. It's hard to imagine such infinite
detail can be accomplished even with super human devotion and dexterity. The pictures and
accompanying text are by the model maker, David
Glen.
If anyone asked me why I set out to build a Spitfire in one-fifth scale, and detailed to the last rivet
and fastener, I would probably be hard-pushed for
a practical or even sensible answer. Perhaps the
closest I can get is that since a small child I have
been awe inspired by R. J. Mitchell's elliptical
winged masterpiece, and that to build a small replica is the closest I will ever aspire to possession.

As I write, the
case for the model is being prepared, having
been specially
commissioned by
the museum with
a case-maker in
Sweden. I have
not yet seen it,
but from what I
hear, it is enormous!
In one respect
the story has
gone full circle,
since it was at Hendon where I started my research in earnest, sourcing Microfilm copies of
many original Supermarine drawings, without
which such a detailed build would not have been
possible.
The model is skinned with litho plate over a balsa
core and has been left in bare metal at the suggestion of Michael Fopp, so that the structure is
seen to best advantage. The rivets are real and
many are pushed into drilled holes in the skin and
underlying balsa, but many more are actual mechanical fixings. I have no accurate count, but I
suspect that there are at least 19,000!
All interior detail is built from a combination of Supermarine drawings and workshop manuals, plus
countless photographs of my own, many of them
taken opportunistically when I was a volunteer at
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From the Mailbox
parable beauty of this magnificent fighter and
perhaps the closest to a union that art and technology have ever come on a killing machine with
lines that are almost sublime.
So, with the model now in its magnificent new
home, what comes next?
Well, I'm planning a book that will have a lot to

the Duxford Aviation Society based at Duxford
Airfield, home of the incomparable Imperial War
Museum collection in Cambridgeshire, England.
Spitfires, in various marks are, dare I say, a common feature there!
The degree of detail is probably obsessive: The
needles of the dials in the cockpit actually stand
proud of the instrument faces, but you have to
look hard to see it!
Why the flat canopy? Well, the early Mk.Is had
them, and I had no means to blow a bubble hood,

say about its genesis and perhaps just a little
about me and those dear to me, including a long
suffering but understanding and supportive wife.
And then there's the Mustang, Yes, a 1/5th scale
P-51D is already taking shape in my workshop.
How long will it take? I've no idea, but what I am
sure of is that at my age (58) I can't expect to be
building many of them!
David Glen
Whaddon, Cambridge

so it was convenient. Similarly the covers over the
wheels were another early feature and they saved
me a challenging task of replicating the wheel
castings.
The model has its mistakes, but I'll leave the experts to spot them, as they most certainly will,
plus others I don't even know about. I don't pretend the little Spitfire is perfect, but I do hope it
has captured something of the spirit and incomTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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From the Mailbox
That photo in a recent
Bulletin of A52-526 is
a well known photo
and appears in many
books on the Mosquito, yet its significance
is often overlooked in
the captioning (even in
my book).
It obviously shows the
aircraft en route to the
proposed TAIU trials
in March 1945 (along
with A52-505). It
shares the airfield with
the 457 Spits, some of
which accompanied
them on the flight.
Well done there.
For those members
interested, I've been
involved in the production/design of a book
on the Mosquitoes
closest Luftwaffe
equivalent, the Ju 88.
This book, Vol.1 in a
multi volume set has
just been released
world-wide.
A large illustrated
hardback, 336 pages,
600 plus photos,
75,000 words of text
(excluding photo captioning), colour profiles
etc. is the culmination
of 40 years of study by
the author William A
Medcalf an ex US Navy Pilot.
Vol.1 focusses on its design and production, including the Ju 188, 288 and 388. Vol.2 is in production as we speak and studies its role as a
bomber, further volumes will cater for heavy fighter, night fighter and anti-shipping roles etc.

Regards
Mark Nelson

See attached cover of Vol.1. The books ISBN is
978 1 90653 742 5 and it's published by Ian Allan
Publishing, www.ianallanpublishing.com
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From the Mailbox
Is the Mosquito the greatest warplane of all?
The Spitfire is more famous but, discovers Jasper
Copping, the de Havilland Mosquito can claim to
be the plane that won the war While the Spitfire
and Hurricane are remembered as the machines
that saved Britain from Nazi invasion, the Lancaster and Halifax are lauded as the warhorses that
took the fight to the Third Reich.
But there is an argument that the country’s greatest aircraft of the Second World War was none of
these, but the less heralded de Havilland Mosquito.
This versatile, two-man machine, designed by the
British aviator pioneer Geoffrey de Havilland,
served with distinction as a fighter, bomber, Uboat hunter and night fighter, as well as in reconnaissance roles and as a pathfinder on largescale bombing attacks.
It was behind some of the most stunning raids of
the war – among them the precision operation to
attack the Gestapo headquarters in Oslo, Norway; and another to breach the walls of a prison
in Amiens to allow the escape of condemned resistance fighters.
Its greatest attribute, its speed, came from its unusual construction. To preserve metal reserves, it
was made of wood, its parts crafted by carpenters
and joiners in workshops turned over from furniture and cabinet-making. The components, from
spruce, birch, balsa and plywood, were then put
together with glue.
But at the end of the war, this unique characteristic became its biggest weakness. While metalframed aircraft endured, most Mosquitos simply
rotted away in their hangars.
For almost 20 years, there have been no airworthy Mosquitos since the last one crashed at an air
show near Manchester in 1996, killing both crew
members.
This lack of airborne Mosquitos and the higher
profile enjoyed by the Spitfire and Lancaster, in
particular, has led some to overlook the contribution made by the so-called “Wooden Wonder”.
But tonight, a Channel 4 documentary, The Plane
that Saved Britain, seeks to correct that. And for
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

the presenter, Arthur Williams, the show is also a
more personal quest. The former Royal Marine
has been fascinated with aviation – and, above
all, the Mosquito – since childhood. But he took
up flying only after a car crash in 2007 had left
him in a wheelchair.
In the show he traces the history of the Mosquito:
he speaks with a designer who overcame official
doubts to create the revolutionary machine, as
well as several of those who flew it. But he also
travels to the US in an attempt to get aboard a
newly restored one.
Overcoming last-minute health-and-safety concerns linked to his disability, he is able to fly the
aircraft, which has been rebuilt by Jerry Yagen,
an American aviation enthusiast, following an
eight-year, £2.6m restoration. Back on land, after
the flight, Williams says: “It seems kind of ironic
that the whole journey that started me off on my
flying career was the worst day of my life, which
was the car crash that put me in my wheelchair.
And now, six years down the line, we’re here,
and I’m experiencing, by a long way, the best day
of my life. It feels like two bookends.”
Williams, 27, had served in Sierra Leone before
he broke his back and severed his spinal cord in
the car accident near Pershore, Worcestershire,
where he had been visiting family.
He trained as a Paralympian wheelchair racer
and hand cyclist before switching to broadcasting
and getting a job with Channel 4 during last summer’s Games. But he said it was flying that gave
him a “crutch” and restored the confidence he
had lost following the accident.
“I had struggled with how to reassert myself as a
man after the crash. It might be my old Royal Marine mentality, but becoming a pilot has helped
me do that,” he said last week. “People look at
you in a wheelchair and perhaps assume you are
spoon-fed. When you tell them you are a pilot,
their jaw drops.
“Flying also gives you a freedom. Down here, I
am restricted in what I can do physically, which
can sometimes frustrate me. When you are flying, you are strapped in and become part of the
aircraft.”
The title of tonight’s show makes a bold claim on

April 2014/Bulletin Number 68—part 1

PAGE 7

From the Mailbox
behalf of the Mosquito, but Williams has marshalled strong support for the aircraft.
Eric “Winkle” Brown, a wartime test pilot, tells him:
“I’m often asked, what type of aircraft saved Britain. My answer is that the Mosquito was particularly important because it wasn’t just a fighter or a
bomber. It was a night fighter, a reconnaissance
aircraft. A ground-attack aircraft. It was a multipurpose aircraft.”
Sir Max Hastings, the historian, agrees: “The Mosquito helped transform the fortunes of the bomber
offensive. It was obvious that this was a real
gamechanger. In many ways, from the outset it
became plain that the Mosquito was a much more
remarkable aircraft than the Lancaster. Yes, the
Lancaster is the aircraft that everybody identifies
with Bomber Command, but in many ways the
Mosquito, although it has received much less attention, was a much more remarkable aircraft.”
He adds: “You’ve got the range, the height, the
speed. It can do anything and in that sense, I think
some of us would argue this is a more remarkable
design achievement than the Spitfire.”
The Germans had nothing equal to the Mosquito
and it sapped their morale. Its fighter pilots were
allowed to claim two “kills” for each one they were
able to shoot down.
As well as enhancing the accuracy of heavy
bombers by flying ahead and dropping “markers”,
one of the Mosquito’s greatest contributions was
in creating a new form of aerial warfare – surgical
strikes, many of them for propaganda purposes.

As well as the Oslo and Amiens attacks, one of
the most celebrated was a raid on the Berlin radio
station on which Hermann Göring, head of the
Luftwaffe, was about to deliver a speech. The British newsreel gleefully reported afterwards that the
“fat Field Marshal” had been delayed by one hour.
Indeed, never mind the judgment of historians
such as Hastings or the reminiscences of former
pilots, the greatest tribute to the aircraft came
from Göring himself, who said it made him “green
and yellow with envy”.
He added: “The British, who can afford aluminium
better than we can, knock together a beautiful
wooden aircraft that every piano factory over there
PAGE 8

is building, and they give it a speed which they
have now increased yet again. What do you
make of that? There is nothing the British do not
have. They have the geniuses, and we have the
nincompoops.”
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
history/world-wartwo/10192280/Is-the-Mosquito
-the-greatest-warplane-ofall.html

By Jasper Copping

HAYNES DE HAVILLAND MOSQUITO MANUAL
From member Brian Fillery
Many will know of the Haynes Motor Manuals but
did you know they do them for aircraft as well?
And did you know they now do one for our favourite aircraft - the Mosquito?
The details are ISBN 9780857333605 and
Haynes Book No. H5360.
Is it worth rushing out to get a copy? YES it is! It
would be the most comprehensive Mosquito book
I have ever read and goes into great detail on a
variety of subjects.
For example, it covers the following 1 The Mosquito Story.
2. Building the Mosquito.
3. Mosquito at War.
4. Mosquito at Peace.
5. Anatomy of the Mosquito.
6. The Pilot's View.
7. Mosquito Maintainers.
8. Mosquito Restoration.
9. Bibliography and Sources.
10 Appendices.
It has around 280 photographs, many showing
details of construction and normally unseen engine parts, and many detailed drawings of them.
The text goes into incredible detail about the dif-
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From the Mailbox
ferent construction materials
and methods, and how the
various parts were fitted together. I think anyone involved with rebuilding a
Mosquito aircraft would find
the book invaluable.
Where can you get it? Try
www.haynes.co.uk or by
email from
sales@haynes.co.uk.
My copy came as a present
for my 80th birthday but I
am told the best place to
buy from is
www.bookdepository.co.uk
where you can get it for
about $40.
I am still reading mine and
am amazed at the detail
they go into.

Happy Reading!
You know after all these
years of seeing them fly during the war and reading
about them I would really
like to see one in the flesh
again. Maybe one of these
days.
Cheers,

Brian.

He was from Hawthorn (VIC) and returned there
after the war where he started up an engineering
firm and I assume his family may still reside
there, but they are not listed in the white pages.

Assistance required please.
Further to our phone discussion, I am trying to
find any information / photos of Sdn Ldr A I
McRitchie (89763) who flew Mosquito FBVI
MM404 with 464 Squadron in the Amiens prison
raid 18th February 1944.

THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Thanks in advance,
Kind Regards
Sam Battiato
Mobile 0418 147774
Email sbattiat@bigpond.net.au
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From the Mailbox
From member Ray Poulter.
This is NOT a recycled aircraft. It is a modern hand built
replica of the U.S. famous
WW2 heavy bomber.
The project was started back in
1999 and is just now nearing
completion. The airframe is all
scratch built (of course) and
made out of aluminium. The
main gear retracts just like the
real B-17, and has proven to
be the most complicated part
of the project. The engines are
the Hirth 3002 4-cylinder 2stroke that usually have a reduction unit and make about
80 hp. Jack chose this engine
because of its size... it was
small enough to fit inside a
properly scaled nacelle. However, to make it fit properly, the
reduction unit is removed
which will bring the power
down around 60 hp each, with
the engines spinning the 46.4"
diameter props at about 3,300
rpm.
This project, coming to life in
Dixon, Illinois, has to rank as
one of the most fascinating
home built aircraft projects of

all time. It's the kind of idea that weird
people like me dream up but rarely
does anyone actually follow though.

With an estimated 20,000 hours of labour required to build this cute little
beast, it's understandable why. With a
34 ft 7 in wingspan, estimated 1,800
pound weight and four 60 hp engines
for a total of 240 hp, the Bally Bomber
is just pure awesome!
Be sure to check out the hundreds of
pix from the build process along with
additional info at:
http://theballybomber.com
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From the Mailbox
Member Raymond Arthur sent this in:
Scientific American ( September 1933 )
A Steam Driven Airplane Engine
By A. K.
Two brothers, William J and George Besler recently installed a reciprocating steam engine in a
conventional Travelair biplane, and a number of
successful flights have been made at the Oakland, CA airport. The power plant is illustrated by
photographs and a diagram. As the engine was
really an old automobile engine, the airplane
came out 300 lbs overweight, but it is expected
that savings in weight will be readily made later.
The Besler brothers’ steam engine is a twocylinder double-acting, compound 90-degree V
engine, with a cut off at about 50 percent of the
stroke. The high pressure cylinder has a bore of 4
-1/4 inches and a stroke of 3 inches. The low
pressure cylinder has the same stroke, but a 5
inch bore. The ordinary working pressure is 950
psi, and the temperature of the steam is 750 degrees F. The engine not only drives the propeller
but also drives a blower through an over-running
clutch. The blower (an electric motor used when
starting) supplies air to a Venturi in which the fuel
lines terminate. The Venturi leads the mixture to a
fire box, where an ignition plug sets the mixture
aflame. Once ignition has been started, the process of combustion is continuous.
The steam generator is of a modified flash type.
The tubing is continuous in length, about 500 ft in
total length; the coils are covered with metallic
wool insulation and sheet aluminium. A pop valve
is set to give relief at 1500 psi. A thermostatic
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normalizer device injects water into the superheater whenever the temperature goes over 750
F. From the boiler the steam passes through a
throttle to the engine proper, and then to two condensers --- one mounted at the top of the fuselage and one below. From the two radiators or
condensers, the steam passes into the water
tank, which is provided with a steam dome.
From the water tank, a pump passes the water
through a primary heater and then to a secondary
heater. By preheating the water, some of the energy of the exhaust steam is put back into the
system, ad thus the overall efficiency is improved.
After passing through the heaters the water again
goes back to the boiler, and the process is repeated over and over again.
In the tests the rapidity with which the boiler got
up steam was remarkable. In
5 minutes the plane was
ready to take to the air. In the
air, the absence of noise was
remarkable. On landing a very
interesting possibility of the
steam engine was in evidence. As soon as the pilot
landed he reversed the engine (a simple matter on a reciprocating steam engine).
With the propeller driven in
the opposite direction, a powerful braking effect was obtained. Perfect control and
smoothness of operation was
noted throughout the test
flights.
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From the Mailbox
In Bulletin No 66, there was an article about a
Mossie "showboating" for American B25 visitors.

the codebreakers, the spies, and the intelligence
gatherers of the Foreign Office—and explains its
failure to best the Allies.

I was fortunate to witness something similar, rather than landing a number of manoeuvres were
done with both propellers feathered !
This occurred an at earlier Avalon Airshow. The
aircraft was a Shrike Commander with pilot Robert
A (Bob) Hoover in control and I suspect he was a
bit older than the Mosquito pilot mentioned in the
article.
That's all,
Noel Penny.

Member Keith Chew has read a book entitled
“Hitler’s Spies” by David Kahn. First published in
1978.
ISBN 0 09 921720
He says he thoroughly enjoyed reading it and suggests others should attempt to obtain a copy just
so you can understand how the people on the other side utilised photo reconnaissance (amongst
other ways) during World War 2.
Hitler's Spies reveals the workings of German intelligence—the famed Abwehr, the dreaded SD,

Hmmm, older logic?
A group of seniors were sitting around talking about all their ailments at a Coffee shop.
"My arms have got so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee," said one.
"Yes, I know," said another. "My cataracts are so bad; I can't even see my coffee."
"I couldn't even mark an "X" at election time because my hands are so crippled," volunteered a third.
"What? Speak up! What? I can't hear you, said one elderly lady!"
“I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck," said one, to which several nodded weakly in
agreement.
"My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!" exclaimed another.
"I forget where I am, and where I'm going," said another.
"I guess that's the price we pay for getting old," winced an old man as he slowly shook his head.
The others nodded in agreement.
"Well, count your Blessings," said a woman cheerfully.... "Thank God we can all still drive."
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The next generation

The F-35A provides Australia with a fifth genera- of about 100 F-35A's.
tion aircraft capability to enable air superiority into
the future.
The F-35A (commonly known as the Joint Strike
Fighter) is the most suitable aircraft for Australia’s
Australia has committed to 72 F-35A aircraft –
future air combat and strike needs, to replace the
comprised of three operational squadrons - two at aging F/A-18A/B Hornets.
RAAF Base Williamtown and one at RAAF Base
Tindal. In addition, a training squadron will be
Fifth generation aircraft provide a networked
based at RAAF Base Williamtown.
force-multiplier effect in terms of situational
awareness and combat effectiveness. The FThe first F-35 aircraft will arrive in Australia in 35A’s combination of stealth, advanced sensors,
2018 and the first squadron, Number 3 Squadron, networking and data fusion capabilities, when inwill be operational in 2021. All 72 aircraft are ex- tegrated with other defence systems, will enable
pected to be fully operational by 2023.
the RAAF to maintain an air combat edge.
The total capital cost of $12.4 billion for this ac- Defence is currently undertaking an Environmenquisition includes the cost of associated facilities, tal Impact Statement (EIS) process for the flying
weapons and training.
operations of the F-35A. A website has been created www.f35evolution.com.au where you can
Around $1.6 billion in new facilities and infrastruc- learn more about the EIS process, subscribe to
ture will be constructed, including at RAAF Base receive updates, and provide feedback.
Williamtown in New South Wales and RAAF
Base Tindal in the Northern Territory.
The F-35A is being purchased by Defence MateIn the future, a fourth operational squadron will be riel Organisation under project AIR 6000.
considered for RAAF Base Amberley, for a total
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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The next generation
Lightning II
Specifications

Manufacturer

Lockheed Martin

Engines

Pratt & Whitney F135-PW-100

Range

2,200 km

Ceiling

50,000 feet

Max Speed

1,960 km/h (Mach 1.6)

Capacity

Weapons

•

Stealth

•

Advanced sensors

•

Networking and data fusion capabilities

•

AIM-120C Air-to-Air Missiles

•

GBU-31 Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM)
Guided Bombs

•

25 mm GAU-22/A cannon

The Australian Defence Force is also quietly resurrecting plans to buy seven intelligence and surveillance drones that could cost up to $3 billion.
The $200 million Northrop Grumman RQ-4 Global Hawk reconnaissance drone is the largest,
most expensive unmanned aerial vehicle in the
world today.
Its vast wingspan of 39.8 metres can lift the craft
to 65,000 feet and stay airborne for 35 hours with
a non-stop range of 16,000 kilometres – eclipsing
the endurance of similar manned aircraft.
PAGE 14

Quick facts: MQ-4C Triton
•

Role: Broad Area Maritime Surveillance

•

Built By: Northrop Grumman

•

Height: 4.6 metres

•

Range: 15,168 kilometres

•

Maximum altitude: 17.2 kilometres

•

Maximum speed: 613 kmph
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Overseas Aircraft Maintenance?
Chinese Jet Engine Maintenance
For anybody who is not familiar with a
jet engine, a jet fan blade should be
perfectly smooth.
A pilot for a Chinese carrier requested
permission and landed at FRA
(Frankfurt , Germany ) for an unscheduled refuelling stop.
The reason became soon apparent to
the ground crew: The Number 3 engine
had been shutdown previously because of excessive vibration, and because it didn't look too good. It had apparently been no problem for the ground
crew back in China: as they took some
sturdy straps and wrapped them around
a few of the fan blades and the structures behind, thus stopping any unwanted windmilling (engine spinning by itself due to airflow
passing thru the blades during flight) and associated uncomfortable vibration caused by the
sub optimal fan.
Note : the straps are seat-belts.... how resourceful! After making the "repairs", off they
went into the wild blue yonder with another revenue-making flight on only three engines!
With the increased fuel consumption, they got a
bit low on fuel, and just set it down at the closest airport (FRA) for a quick refill.
That's when the problems started: The Germans, who are kind of picky about this
stuff, inspected the malfunctioning engine
and immediately grounded the aircraft.
(Besides the seat-belts, notice the appalling condition of the fan blades.) The airline operator had to send a chunk of money to get the first engine replaced (took
about 10 days).
The repair contractor decided to do some
impromptu inspection work on the other
engines, none of which looked all that
great either. The result: a total of 3 engines were eventually changed on this
plane before it was permitted to fly again.

And you all were worried about toys with
lead paint!
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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