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The President’s Log
nical staff plus Brian Guard for
the dust covers. It is hoped that
the Boxkite can fly, weather permitting, at the Airshow on 1
March 2014. This will be the anniversary of the first military flight
in Australia which was undertaken by then Lieutenant Eric Harrison, one of two instructors at the
newly formed Central Flying
School.
There is another article later in
this Bulletin forwarded by Group
Captain Ron Gretton covering
the Boxkite.
(3) Congratulations have been
passed onto Friend of the Museum member Andrew Willox on
receipt of the Museums Australia
(Victoria) Award for Excellence –
Volunteer category on 8 August
2013. This award was richly deserved. Seeing the results of his labours—the building
of the BE2a replica is rewarding to all of us,
and of course that’s just the surface. We
have some idea of the research and planning that’s gone into building it, and have
nothing but admiration for your carrying it
through to fruition.

I have a few items I would like to tell you about :
(1)

The POINT COOK AIRSHOW 2014.
Next year, the RAAF will commemorate
the centenary of the first military flight in
Australia by holding an Air Show at Point
Cook on Saturday 1st March and Sunday
2nd March.
The event will attract an entry fee, however
exact details are not yet known. To date
this is the only information that has been
confirmed for the Air Show, so please keep
an eye open for further information. The
MAAA will send a separate communication
early next year when plans solidify.

(2)

At dusk on 11 September 2013, the restored
replica Bristol Military Boxkite at the Museum rose gracefully into the air, much to the
delight of the aircraft’s builders, Museum
staff, along with the Aircraft Research Development Unit and volunteers. The aircraft
travelled for a distance of approximately 900
metres before being gently lowered to the
ground by the pilot; former Air Commander
Australia, Air Vice Marshal Mark Skidmore
(retired). This significant event was the culmination of the diligent work over a seven
year period by the Project 2014 construction
team, volunteers Ron Gretton and Geoff
Matthews; assisted by volunteers Noel Fenton and Kevin Williams and Museum tech-
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(4)

The MAAA and the Friends of the Museum
have been relocated to a new home in Hut
P170. Framing for new wall section on
south side of MAAA office and basic cladding is complete, framing for new wall section on north side of kitchen is complete,
basic cladding on north side of wall is complete. Next priorities jobs list:
•
Install new plywood wall panelling
where required;
•
Re-locate light switches, power points
and other electrical cabling in MAAA
office, Common Room and kitchen
area where required;
•
Install skirting boards, architraves and
quad / cornices in MAAA office – buy
new;
•
Ditto, in Common room and kitchen
area – later?
•
Mike Kelly has offered us a second
hand internal door (for MAAA office).
Pick up and deliver (Terry and Mike);
•
Install door; buy new door hardware
as required (MAAA to provide);
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•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•

Remove existing plumbing in MAAA office;
Plaster or patch walls
and ceiling where required;
Prepare and paint;
Source and install carpet
in office;
Remove tops of concrete
plinths sticking up
through floor (2 places),
level with bottom (or top?
to be decided) of floor
boards;
Fill in and make good
holes where wall frame
top plates, base plates
and end studs have been
removed, other than in
the MAAA office area;
Carpet tiles in common
room;
Repair hatch between
kitchen area and Common room.

Thanks to all the MAAA and FoRM members for
your enthusiastic support collectively spending
hundreds of hours working on the building.
Terry Burke

Renewing your membership
Due to difficulties with banking premises closing it
has become necessary to move banking institutions.

ed. If you do not use the Internet please send
your payment via Australia Post as you would
have done in previous years.

As part of the move the MAAA has been able to
leap forward into the 21st century and offer the
ability to pay subscriptions via the Internet using
BPay.
Each active member will receive an individual
identifying number and the MAAA’s BPay number. All this is identical to paying your energy
bills or council rates through your Bank’s Internet web site.
You will all receive an offer to renew your membership and your individual number will be printTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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Something to Remember—Chapter 4
Recently Air Commodore Mark Lax CSM (Retd) granted our Association access to reproducing his
Mosquito story about No 1 Squadron. This abridged instalment, chapter four, of his story has been
included this month along with supporting photos from collection donated by David Little and other
sources.

Thanks to MAAA Archivist David Devenish for compiling this article.

SOME WINS, SOME LOSSES.....
The introduction of new aircraft types always
prompts comparisons of performance and flying
characteristics amongst airmen, engineers and
designers alike. The introduction of the Aussie
Mosquitoes
was no different.
By mid1944,
America
was on the
offensive.
MacArthur
had set his
aim squarely on the
recapture
of the Philippines Islands to
keep the
promise
that he
'would return'. After
initial air
strikes
against
Mindanao,
US forces
head for
Luzon.
Landings
followed
and the
Battle of
Leyte Gulf
of 17-25
October
1944 destroyed the
Japanese Fleet and much of their supporting and
protective air power. The fighting for the Philippines was intense, but sheer weight of numbers
and heavier firepower eventually brought a US
victory and Manilla was recaptured on 4 March
PAGE 4

1945. The US forces never totally recaptured the
Philippine Islands with General Yamashita and
50,000 troops holding out in the northeast pocket
of Luzon until the Japanese surrender in August
1945.
But winning the battle for Manilla had other ad-

Maps showing Pacific and adjacent
theatres 1942. In particular, Morotai
Island at northern most point of Maluku (Moluccas) islands and Clark field
on Luzon island in the Philippines.
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vantages. Clark Field which had been lost in
1942 was recaptured and with it, numerous
Japanese army and navy fighters. Not only did
this give the Americans a staging base again,
but the opportunity to test captured Japanese
aircraft against the latest US and Allied types
was too good to miss. The USAAF subsequently formed the Technical Air Intelligence
Unit (TAIU), based at Clark Field, for that very
purpose.
The TAIU wrote a full test report on all captured types. The foreword to their report stated:
The TAIU was intended to test and evaluate Allied and Japanese aircraft under
combat conditions, primarily to assess
combat tactics and relative performance.
Although the war was almost over, the invasion of the Japanese Home Islands was
a distinct possibility as few knew of the secret development of the Atomic bombs and
none could predict the final outcome of
their use. Should an invasion be necessary, it was known that the Japanese
would defend their home with every last
man, woman and child and with any
means they could. Evaluation of their latest aircraft could prove crucial in the days
to come.
Landing at Luzon on 11 January 1945, the
TAIU advanced party steadily followed the
infantry, examining and gathering data on
various Japanese Aircraft. It was at Mabalacat West Air Field that the first flyable
Frank was recovered. Proceeding still
further into the Clark Fie ld system,
hundreds of aircraft were inspected for
new features, and still others were salvaged and towed to the TAIU camp site.
Salvage and reconstruction work on aircraft parts and aircraft began immediately.
The reconstruction program has been
completed with the assistance of personnel loaned to TAIU from various service
squadrons.

Abandoned Japanese aircraft
1945, photo courtesy ww2incolor.
After weeks of work and many disappointments, the first Frank was test
flown by an Allied field grade pilot
and his evaluation was published. After this, in rapid succession, other
Japanese planes were test flown and
the pilot's evaluation printed... Later,
some of the reconditioned planes
were flown against Allied aircraft and
the comparative performance given
from that source.
To American analysts and senior air
officers, it made sense to invite Allied
participation in any aircraft trials to
also gain valuable knowledge about
friendly types.

In a win for the Squadron before they could fully
prepare for a move into the operational area,
two Mosquito aircraft were despatched on an
unusual mission with the TAIU. Four Spitfire
Mk VIIIs would accompany them. As it was
likely that the RAAF Mosquitoes and Spitfires
would have to fly against Japanese fighters,
the comparison would be invaluable, and it
also gave the Australians a chance to view
their Allies newest fighter, the P-38 Lightning.
The Mosquito detachment was lead by Flight
Lieutenant Paddy Dempster who takes up the
story.
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The Lockheed P-38J Lightning. The ‘J’ series was introduced in August 1943. The turbo-supercharger intercooler system on previous variants had been housed in the
leading edges of the wings and had proven vulnerable to
combat damage and could burst if the wrong series of
controls were mistakenly activated. In the P-38J model,
the streamlined engine nacelles of previous Lightnings
were changed to fit the intercooler radiator between the
oil coolers, forming a "chin" that visually distinguished
the J model from its predecessors.
F/Lt Coleman & F/Lt Dempster (c/o D. Little).

While the Squadron was completing its reformation at Kingaroy in Queensland, I was attached to the
Tech Air Intelligence Unit at
Clark Field in the
Philippines in
charge of two
Mosquitoes. I
also escorted
four Spitfires
from No 452
Squadron at Morotai to Clark
Field on the way
up there. The
PAGE 6

TAIU was a composite unit of the
American Army, Navy and Marine Air
Forces charged with rebuilding and
testing Jap aircraft captured in the
Philippines. Our task was to test the
Mosquitoes and Spits against these
Jap aircraft. I was there for two
months from March 1945 until recalled to the Squadron when it was
ready to move up to Labuan. This
was a very interesting assignment for
although there had been very little
testing done before we were recalled
to the squadron, I met many very
interesting types as civilians from
American aircraft, engine and component part companies were attached to
the unit [as well].
The trip up however, was not without
its interesting moments:
On the way up, we encountered a
massive front off Mindanao. As attack
aircraft, we did not carry oxygen so
could not go over the front. Finally,
when we landed at Dulag, the Yank
base on the Gulf of Leyte, the Spits
were so short of fuel, two of them ran
out taxying after landing.
Unfortunately, the pair were recalled
before they could test their aircraft
against any Japanese types. Dempster
continued:

The collection of parts for the rebuilding of Japanese aircraft [by the Americans] was behind schedule. The 'Nick’5,
their twin engined fighter bomber was the
aircraft we were particularly interested in.
I did test a Mossie against an American
Lightning, the Mossie showing up well about equal top speed but more manoeuvrable. Also flew a 'Tabby'- a Jap
transport plane. I picked it up at Zamboanga and flew it back to Clark field
with one propeller with blades six inches longer than the other [since we]
could not locate the correct propeller
in the captured Jap stores depot!
A total of 48 Nick fighter interceptors were
found in the Clark Field area. Allied bomber
crews had reported these aircraft in large
numbers so the large find was probably not
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Captured Japanese
‘Nick’, Clark field awaiting repair by the Technical Air Intelligence
Unit. 1945. Luzon, Philippines.

Japanese Showa/
Nakajima L2D
“Tabby”, Clark airfield, Luzon, Philippines 1945. The
‘Tabby’ was a twin
engine transport
that was licencebuilt version of the
Douglas DC-3.
Agreement was
signed in 1938 for
domestic version of
the DC3.

Captured Japanese ‘Nick’, being readied to fly by the Technical Air Intelligence Unit,
Clark field, Luzon, Philippines,
1945.
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surprising. The Nick as evaluated by the TAIU
was a twin-engined, low mid-wing fighter which
carried a pilot and radio-gunner in the rear. Operated by the Japanese Army, they were formidable foes in the air, with test pilots reporting
Some Allied fighters may have difficulty with the Nick if they attempt to
climb with it and for a twin-engined
fighter it has good manoeuvrability.
(sic) It performs rolls and Immelmans with ease. The overall assessment from the TAIU was that
the Airplane (sic) handles well at all
speeds. It has a fast rate of roll for a
twin-engined fighter and a short turn
radius.

By all accounts, it sounded similar to the Mossie.
Even though they did not fly against each other,
Table 4.1 may be used for comparison purposes
between the Japanese, American and Australian
aircraft.
Although little trials flying was conducted, the
Mosquitoes was a hit with the American crews
and numerous tempting offers of money, liquor
and other goods were made for ‘just one short
flight’. Needless to say, the offers were refused.
On his return to Australia, Paddy Dempster

submitted the following report which records
the activities of the Mosquitoes, the problems
they encountered and the Japanese aircraft
they at least had the chance to see.
REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF MOSQUITO
AIRCRAFT A52-526 AND A52-505 FROM
15/3/45 TO 4/5/45, ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE 1st TACTICAL AIR
FORCE.
On the 15th March 1945, A52-526 ( F/L J.
DEMPSTER and F/O W. J. COLEMAN) and
A52-505 (F/O A. BARRAS and P/O E. HART)
departed KINGAROY for MOROTAI where they
were to report to 1st T.A.F. for further instructions concerning trials to be carried out against
Japanese aircraft.
Originally it was planned to make the trip to
MOROTAI in two days, remaining overnight at
MERAUKE. Bad weather altered this and it was
found necessary to remain over-night at
TOWNSVILLE, MERAUKE and NOEMFOOR,
so the aircraft did not arrive at MOROTAI until
the 18th of March. F/O BARRAS became separated from F/L DEMPSTER on the MERAUKE NOEMFOOR leg on the 17th of March in bad
weather, returning to MERAUKE and remaining
there a second night, picking up F/L DEMPSTER on the 18th, and so both aircraft arrived
at MOROTAI together.

At MOROTAI it was found that the trials were
to take place at Clark Field, LUZON, and had
been postponed ten days. E.T.D. MOROTAI
was fixed at the 23rd of
March and the Mosquitoes
were to escort four SpitSpecification
fires of No.80 (Fighter)
FB
Ki-45
Wing. In the intervening
period a 40 hourly inspecLength
40'6" (12.35 m)
37' (11.1 m)
36' 1" (11 m)
tion was carried out on
Span
54'2" (16.5 m)
52' (15.6 m)
49'3" (15.02 m)
A52-526 by the mainteHeight
12'6" (3.75 m)
9'10" (2.95 m)
12'2" (3.7 m)
Weight (loaded)
19,500 lbs
17,200 lbs
12,125 lbs (5,500 kg) nance personnel of
(8,845 kg)
(7,802 kg)
No.457 Squadron. AirMax Speed
378 mph at 13,000 ft
414 mph at 25,000 ft
354 mph at 20,000 ft
crews lived with No.457
Cruise Speed
255 mph(400 kph)
290 mph
280 mph
Squadron during this periService Ceiling7
33,000 ft
43,800 ft
33,000 ft
od.
Rate of Climb
2,850 ft/min
2,800 ft/min
2,350 ft/min
The formation was airRange
1,855 miles
1,910 miles
1,243 miles
borne from MOROTAI at
Defensive
4x20 mm
1x20 mm
1x37 mm
1020 hours on the 23rd
Armament
4x.303"
4x0.5"
2x20 mm
and set course for LEY1x7.92 mm
TE. The Spitfires were
Table 4.1 Comparison of Twin-engined Fighter Types
led by G/Cpt C. CALD-
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WELL.
About an hour out from MOROTAI, the formation ran into a front. G/Cpt CALDWELL
didn't want the Spitfires to fly in bad weather
and took the lead to try and find a way over

they were to reach LEYTE at all, they would
have to fly through the front, and headed on a
course of 290M for the MINDANAO coast. Two
of the Spits accompanied him and the other
went with F/O BARRAS in A52-505. The
weather deteriorated rapidly, and at
one stage the visibility was down to
under 400 yards at 20 ft above the
water. All the way into LEYTE, with
the exception of the last 20 miles, the
visibility was never more than one
mile. The three aircraft landed at
DULAG airstrip after 4 hours 20
minutes in the air. One of the Spitfires had 25 gallons of petrol left and
the other 15.
The other Mosquito flew further south
with the other two Spits and had difficulty in pin-pointing itself on the coast
when the formation hit MINDANAO.
They arrived approximately half an
hour later, one of the Spitfires having
five gallons of petrol left and the other
two gallons.

DeHavilland DH98 Mosquito FB MkIV, A52-526 from #1
Squadron, RAAF. Pitoe strip, Morotai Island, 1945. (c/o
Hopton Collection).
or around the front. This led the formation approximately 120 miles east of course off the
coast of MINDANAO. At this stage F/L
DEMPSTER informed G/Cpt CALDWELL that if

The whole formation remained over-night at
DULAG and departed for Clark Field at 1000
hours on the 24th March, where they arrived
at 1215 hours and reported to the Tech Air
Intel Unit. The only mishap on this
leg was when A52-526 blew a tailwheel tyre on landing. A signal was
immediately sent for another. At Clark
Field it was found that the trials
would not take place for approximately two weeks. No.1 Squadron, KINGAROY, was also advised of this by signal.

Group Captain Clive “Killer” Caldwell, Australian fighter
pilot ace talks to his ground staff, LAC W.V. Flynn and
LAC J. Miller in front of his Spitfire. His plane markings
record destruction of German, Italian and Japanese aircraft. Morotai Island, 1945. (c/o AWM – J. T. Harrison).
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

The Tech Air Intel Unit had rebuilt a
"George" and had it ready to fly but a
brake seized and ground-looped the
aircraft, breaking the under-carriage.
"Frank" flew about a week after the
R.A.A.F. detachment arrived, and had
about four hours in the air, but before
it was ready for combat trials it hit a
soft spot on landing and tore the under-carriage off. The only other Jap
aircraft to fly before the detachment
left on 28th of April was the "Nick",
which flew on the 26th of April. The
Unit was striking a lot of hydraulic
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and brake trouble with "Tojo" and "Jack"
which otherwise were ready. No combat trials
were carried out.
Two days after the detachment arrived F/O
BARRAS crashed taking off in an L5 liaison
plane and broke a bone in his shoulder. He
was admitted to the 24th American Field Hospital and was evacuated by air on the 14th
of April, F/L P. BANKS arriving two days later
to replace him.

The only flying done by the Mosquitoes during
this period was done in A52-526 (with tail wheel
from A52-505) by F/L DEMPSTER who ferried a
radar engineer to PEURTO PRINCESA
(PALWAN) to inspect some Jap radar equipment. On the return landing at Clark Field F/L
DEMPSTER blew the tail-wheel tyre again and
the aircraft remained grounded until Cpl MARKS
arrived from No.1 Squadron on the 22nd of
April with spares. Shortly after this the recall
signal was received and the whole R.A.A.F. detachment departed Clark Field A.M. on the 28th
of April, staged through ZAMBOANGA, MINDANAO, and arrived at MOROTAI at 1630 hours
the same day.
The two Mosquitoes departed MOROTAI for
KINGAROY on the 1st of May, remaining overnight at BIAK and TOWNSVILLE, A52-526 arriving at KINGAROY at 1100
hours on the 3rd
Specification
George
of May. A52-505
Kawanishi
had force landed
N1K1-J
at COOKTOWN
Navy Fighter
on the 2nd of May Description
Single seat landwith a blown exbased interceptor
haust, but after
another exhaust
Length
8.9 m
Span
12 m
had been flown
Height
4.06 m
up, continued the
Wt
(loaded)
3,900 kg
trip, arriving at
Max Speed
363 mph
KINGAROY at
Cruise
Speed
230 mph
1630 hours on the
Range
890 miles
3rd of May.
The two aircraft
put up a remarkable performance
during the trip.
They covered
about seven thouPAGE 10

Service Ceiling
Climb to
16,500 ft
Defensive
Armament

41,000 ft
6 min 38 sec

2x7.7 mm mg
2x20 mm cannon

sand miles, were away from the Squadron seven weeks and with the exception of the tailwheel trouble on A52-526, never had one
thing wrong with them. In passing it may be remarked that the American airmen whom the detachment came in contact [with] were more than
impressed with their performance.
It is indeed unfortunate that the Mosquito
could not be flown against the Japanese
types. In comparison, the specifications of the
four types mentioned in the report are included
in Table 4.2.

As an aside, the other Mosquito, A52-505
flown by Flying Officer Alex Barras inadvertently became the first Mosquito to use its guns in
anger in the Pacific when a barge and huts
were strafed along the New Guinea Coast on
17 March 1945.
The aircraft returned to Australia on 2 May, but
both had to signal Kingaroy that they would be
delayed as A52-505 had force landed in Cooktown due to a blown exhaust stub and A52-526
had landed at Garbutt (Townsville). Both made
it home in time to have their aircraft painted Silver Dope and prepare for the move to Labuan.

Frank Nakajima
Ki-84-I
Army Fighter

Tojo
Nakajima
Ki-44
Army Fighter

Jack
Mitsubishi
J2M3
Navy Fighter

Single seat
fighter and
fighter-bomber
9.92 m
11.24 m
3.39 m
3,613 kg
392 mph
277 mph
1,053 miles
34,450 ft
5 min 54 sec

Single seat
interceptor
fighter
8.79 m
9.45 m
3.25 m
2,764 kg
376 mph
249 mph
805 miles
36,745 ft
4 min 17 sec

Single seat
interceptor
fighter
9.95 m
10.8 m
3.95 m
3,435 kg
365 mph
219 mph
1,180 miles
38,385 ft
5 min 16 sec

4x20 mm cannon

4x12.7 mm mg
or 4x20 mm
cannon

2x7.7 mm mg
2x20 mm
cannon

Table 4.2 - Comparison of Captured Japanese Aircraft Performance
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Captured Japanese ‘George’ (left) and “Tojo” (right), under repair and in test flight by
the Technical Air Intelligence Unit, Clark field, Luzon, Philippines 1945.
(c/o www.archives.gov)

Captured Japanese ‘Jack’ (left) and “Frank” (right), under repair and in test flight by
the Technical Air Intelligence Unit, Clark field, Luzon, Philippines 1945.
(c/o www.archives.gov)

Some Losses
Sadly, not all war operations turn out free of
losses and such was the case with No 1
Squadron. The first of 12 non-operational loss
occurred even before that particular aircraft
had arrived at Kingaroy, and the last, a monthand-a-half after the end of the war.
By the time the aircraft became operational in
the South-West Pacific theatre, the Americans
and Australian airmen had gained complete
control of the air. With only sporadic ground
fire to contend with, the Squadron had a high
strike success rate losing only one aircraft to
enemy action8. Accidents or 'prangs' accountTHE AUSSIE MOSSIE

ed for 12 aircraft, some 92 per cent of the total
Squadron losses. Table 4.3 details these losses.
The first accident occurred on 13 March, even
before the aircraft had been delivered. A52-514
was the 23rd aircraft being ferried to the
Squadron on allotment. The usual procedure
was for crews to pick the allotted aircraft up
from No 2 Aircraft Depot at Richmond. It would
then be flown to Kingaroy via Evans Head,
which at the time was a major training base.
Flown by Group Captain Jock Whyte, DFC, the
Officer Commanding No 86 (Attack ) Wing, and
his navigator, Flying Officer Dean Barrett, the
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Date

Aircraft

Casualties

13 Mar 45
14 Apr 45
16 Apr 45
7 May 45
17 Jul 45
31 Jul 45

A52-514
A52-503
A52-501
A52-523
A52-526
A52-502

Force landed Evans Head
Crashed on landing
Crashed at Kingaroy Bombing Range
Crashed 10 miles N of Kingaroy
Badly Bogged on taxi - repaired
Swung on take-off at Amberley - hit truck

8 Aug 45
8 Aug 45
11 Aug 45
13 Aug 45
23 Aug 45
28 Aug 45
28 Sep 45

A52-510
A52-520
A52-500
A52-512
A52-511
A52-529
A52-509

Crashed on ops near Kuching
Swung on take-off. Hit Kittyhawk A68-608
Crashed on take-off
Ditched near Labuan
Wheels-up landing. Aircraft repaired
Crashed landed at Labuan after ferry flight
Swung on take-off

2 Killed
2 Killed
Nil
2 Civilians
2 Killed

1 Injured

days later.
A52-505, flown by
F/Lt Delany and F/
O Hage, off the
end of the strip
but both uninjured though aircraft was a write off. #1 Squadron,
RAAF. Kingaroy,
Qld, 14th April
1945. (c/o D Little).

Delaney and Hage had
previously been involved in a similar accident two months prior. Flying Mosquito A52
Table 4.3 – Squadron Mosquito Aircraft Major Accidents/Losses
-34, the pair had just
completed a training
aircraft was force landed at Evans Head after
flight and were returning to Williamtown. On
the port engine failed. About 45 minutes after
both occasions their luck held as neither was
take-off, the port engine temperature rose raphurt. According to the 5 OTU Unit Historian,
idly and Glycol coolant was seen flowing from
they:
the cowl. Whyte had no choice but to feather the
propeller. The engine was unfeathered to assist
Landed at the aerodrome in a
in the landing, but on finals the engine seized.
rain storm and overshot badly.
Being low, slow, undercarriage up and unable
to climb away, the aircraft was force landed
onto the aerodrome. As can be imagined, the
Mosquito skidded to an abrupt halt, but in
doing so, tore off both airscrews which subsequently went under the fuselage, ripping it as
they went. The aircraft was a complete writeoff, but luckily both crew were uninjured, only
badly shaken.
TOTAL

Accidents - 12
Operations - 1

Killed - 8
Injured - 1

Whyte had again been fortunate because just
two weeks prior, he had crash landed Beaufighter A8-83 east of Leyburn airstrip. The aircraft belonged to No 93 Squadron, a Unit also
under his command.
The first 'prang' at the Unit occurred on 14
April 1945 when Flight Lieutenant John
Delaney and Flying Officer Ralph Hage were
sent off to do circuits in Mosquito A52-503. In
attempting to raise the undercarriage too soon,
the aircraft failed to get airborne. It settled back
onto the grassed strip and slid off the end of the
runway. The aircraft was a write-off and was
shipped out to No 3 Crash Repair Depot two
PAGE 12

The aircraft ground looped at high
speed causing the aircraft to be seriously damaged but the crew were
uninjured.

In fact, A52-34 was also a write-off and was
subsequently sent for disposal. As one comic
at the unit put it; '.... and there goes another
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£44,000'.
Fatalities

Little remains of a wooden aircraft
engulfed in flames.
Port engine of A52-501, Kingaroy,
Qld. 16th April 1945. (c/o D Little).

With high performance aircraft comes the additional risk of serious accident. Such was the
case with the Mosquito which had gained a
reputation in late 1944 because of several design and manufacturing faults. Sadly, No 1
Squadron was not to be spared the woes. On
16 April, two days after Delaney and Hage
had rather embarrassingly lost A52-503, A52-

Point of impact where A52-501
crashed with the loss of Flight Lieutenant Leigh Rule and navigator Flying Officer Ken Sparkes, just north
of Kingaroy, Qld.
16th April 1945. (c/o D Little).

THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Little remains of a wooden aircraft engulfed in flames.
Tail wheel of A52-501, Kingaroy, Qld.
16th April 1945. (c/o D Little).
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501 crashed at the bombing range just north of
Kingaroy during a low flying and dive bombing
practice. An inquiry found that the starboard
main plane had separated under excessive
loading and both the pilot, Flight Lieutenant
Leigh Rule and navigator Flying Officer Ken
Sparkes had been killed.

formed the Guard of Honour and a
wake was held in the Sergeants’
Mess that evening.
Funeral procession for Flight Lieu-

Max Ripper, a fitter with the squadron, was a
witness to the accident:
I was outside the Flight Room and
looking out towards the horizon beyond Kingaroy town an saw a mushroom shaped cloud of smoke rising. I
ran into the Pilot’s Room and asked
if we had any aircraft in that area.
Squadron Leader Browne looked in
the direction I pointed, said something like “Oh God, yes”, grabbed up
his gear, ran out to his plane and
took off. It turned out that A52-501
had crashed at the bombing range
and the crew had perished.
Jim Hess had his own ideas as to the cause:
Another unfortunate incident occurred at Kingaroy when Flight Lieutenant Rule who had flown Vultee
Vengeance dive bombers in Burma
put his Mosquito into a steep dive
from which he did not pull out so he
and his navigator were killed. We had
not realised until this accident that
one of the limitations of the Mosquito
was that it could not be placed in a
vertical dive. As the engines - two
Rolls-Royce Merlins - weighed 2 tons
and the armaments comprised 4 x 20
millimetre cannons and 4 x 0.303 inch
machine-guns, all in the nose, it perhaps should have been obvious that
the balsa wood plus fabric construction would have severe limitations.
A funeral for Rule and Sparkes was
held the next day at the Station
chapel and both were buried in the
nearby Taabinga War Cemetery.
They would not be the only ones buried there. Members of the Squadron
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tenant Leigh Rule and navigator Flying Officer Ken Sparkes, Taabinga
War Cemetery, Kingaroy, Qld. 18th
April 1945. (c/o D Little).
Squadron Guard of Honour at the

funeral for Flight Lieutenant Leigh
Rule and navigator Flying Officer
Ken Sparkes, Taabinga War Cemetery, Kingaroy, Qld.
th
18 April 1945. (c/o D Little).
That was not the end of the matter, as not only
an air force inquiry had begun, but de Havilland
sent a representative, Mr Martin Warner, to
investigate the accident as it had a number of
similarities with the loss of A52-29, ten weeks

December 2013/Bulletin Number 67

THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Something to Remember—Chapter 4
earlier. The results of this investigation led to
revised manufacturing techniques for the Australian FB Mk 40 aircraft.
Less than a month later, on 7 May, A52-523
flown by Flight Lieutenant Stan Davies and Pilot Officer John Pigott crashed 10 miles north of
the airfield while on a training flight. Again,
both were buried at Taabinga War Cemetery
the next day with full military honours after a
service had been held at the Station gymnasium, the chapel too small to cope with the
number of mourners. The cause of the accident remained unknown. Davies and Pigott
were to be the last training fatalities for the
Squadron, but not the last to lose their lives.
Flight Lieutenant Stan Davies and Pilot
Officer John Pigott. C.1944. (c/o D Little).

A52-502 flown by F/O Saywell & F/O
Nattrass swung on-take-off and
crashed over a truck killing the oc-

cupants. Amberly, Qld. July 1945.
(c/o D Little).

Accidents persisted. Engine failure on takeoff, undercarriage collapse and aircraft swings
being the predominant causes. On 31 July,
A52-502, one of 20 aircraft in a stream heading for Morotai, swung on take-off from Amberley after the port engine failed. The pilot,
Flying Officer George Saywell, opened up the
starboard engine in order to avoid a truck
parked beside the runway, but to no avail. Although, Saywell, the navigator Flying Officer
Jim Nattrass and Corporal Bruce Cook, a passenger on the trip to Morotai, were unhurt, two
civilians in the truck were badly injured and
died some time later. It was a bad start to the
move to the theatre.
Before Labuan operations commenced, six aircraft had been written-off and six members had
lost their lives.

A52-526 flown by F/Lt Dempster being retrieved from the mud.
Amberly, Qld. July 1945. (c/o D Little).
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Listening in ...
Tower:

"Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o'clock, 6 miles!"

Delta 351:

"Give us another hint! We have digital watches!"

Tower:

"TWA 2341, for noise abatement turn right 45 Degrees."

TWA 2341:

"Centre, we are at 35,000 feet. How much noise can we make up here?"

Tower:

" Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a 727?"

Unknown aircraft:
Traffic Control:

(waiting in a very long takeoff queue) : "I'm f....ing bored!"

Unknown aircraft:

"I said I was f...ing bored, not f....ing stupid!"

"Last aircraft transmitting, identify yourself immediately!"

A DC-10 had come in a little hot and thus had an exceedingly long roll out after
touching down.
"American 751, make a hard right turn at the end of the runway, if you are able. If
you are not able, take the Guadeloupe exit off Highway 101, make a right at the
lights and return to the airport."

Tower:

While taxiing at London 's Airport, the crew of a US Air flight departing for Ft.
Lauderdale made a wrong turn and came nose to nose with a United 727. An
irate female ground controller lashed out at the US Air crew, screaming:
Ground controller:

US Air 2771:

"US Air 2771, where the hell are you going? I told you to turn right onto Charlie
taxiway! You turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's difficult for you to
tell the difference between C and D, but get it right!"
Continuing her rage to the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting hysterically:
"God! Now you've screwed everything up! It'll take forever to sort this out! You
stay right there and don't move till I tell you to! You can expect progressive taxi
instructions in about half an hour, and I want you to go exactly where I tell you,
when I tell you, and how I tell you! You got that, US Air 2771?"
"Yes, ma'am”
Naturally, the ground control communications frequency fell terribly silent after
the verbal bashing of US Air 2771. Nobody wanted to chance engaging the irate
ground controller in her current state of mind.. Tension in every cockpit out
around Gatwick was definitely running high. Just then an unknown pilot broke the
silence and keyed his microphone, asking: "Wasn't I married to you once?"

Thanks to Member Jennifer Wright for this article on Tower communications.
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A Year Down the Track
A year has passed since KA-114 flew in New Zealand and since shipped to the USA.
John Rolfe has put an article together for the first anniversary.
Thanks John for forwarding us a copy of your article.
On Thursday the 27th of September 2012, I went to New
Zealand to witness the flight of
KA114, for which my good
friend Glyn Powell had built all
the timber parts. So on arrival
at Auckland Airport where the
weather was not all that flash, I
was picked up by Glyn and his
Grandson, Matt Young.
We then proceeded to the Air
New Zealand domestic hangar
airside. This is where the Mosquito was receiving some attention after its first ever flight
from Ardmore. The reason for
this was that Auckland International had longer, wider runways and better emergency
services.
Ardmore in comparison would be about the size
of Bankstown Airport, or maybe a tad smaller.
This was a good move as KA114 had lost ASI (air
speed indicator) after take off from Ardmore. The
T-28 chase plane was able to call the numbers
and also inspect the aircraft all over, checking
doors and looking for any major oil leaks. Dave
Phillips was able to do a perfect landing at Auckland, Glyn, Matt and myself decided to go back to
Ardmore and address the Bar at the Aero Club
and to await their arrival.
After about three beers we got the heads up that
it was on its way, so out to the runway to wait and
what a sight, 150ft off the deck at around
300mph..

NZ2308, the next Mosquito project and boy was
it coming along. The fuse was married to the
wing and Mike was well into the Hydraulics and
electrics.
Friday was a lousy day with rain and wind, so it
was over to AvSpecs at Ardmore to meet Jerry
and some other people. We also saw the wing
progress on another Mosquito restoration, for
which we leased the wing jig for the operation.
We later went for lunch and it was good to catch
up with people from Australia, such as Peter Anderson, Maureen Massey, the people from HARS
and also a tribe of guys from Point Cook doing
another Mosquito restoration.

The ASI was repaired along with a small oil leak
in one of the props. Not bad for a full restoration.
We watched the Mosquito take off from Auckland
with Keith Skilling at the controls and Dave as the
Right Seat Man.

We then decided to go back to Glyn Powell’s
place, as people were coming over to see the
NZ2308 project. That filled our afternoon, and we
then had Bill Gibson arrive, along with Graham
and Amanda Eason. So we all went to Morris
Hayes’ Pub for a Friday night drink and feed
which was bloody good.

Dave then dirtied it up for a perfect wheels on
landing, after which, we returned to the bar for a
few more ales. I stayed with Glyn at his house, so
it was off to the shed to see the progress on

Saturday turned out to be a bit overcast with no
wind and some blue sky, so it looked like the airshow they were putting on for the restored
KA114 was going to be dry and warm. In the
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A Year Down the Track
morning we sorted out our VIP
tickets and such, then we headed
to Ardmore.
We went to the south side of the
airport where all the hangars are
and were told that unless we
owned a hangar, we had to leave
and go to the North side of the airport. On the way out we stopped
to watch the Mosquito take off.
What a sight, those 24 cylinders
working
and no swing on the aircraft.
As we watched it climb into the
distance we got into Glyn’s car to
go to the other side. Well, I can tell
you the organizers did not anticipate the number of people attending, it took us
over an hour to go two Km. There were no police
or officials guiding traffic, they say the trail of cars
was half way back to Auckland. We got to the VIP
tent and met up with our other friends.

They say the crowd numbers were around 20,000
and a lot of people just went home, but what a day
to see the Mosquito do three segments mostly by
itself and fly so low as well.
Saturday night was the Mosquito launch spectacular dinner in which we were lucky enough to
have Bill Gibson (Gibson Freight) sponsor our table, the whole set up was very professional, being
held in the New Zealand Warbirds Hangar, the

Mosquito was inside the doors and the stage was
in front of it.
There was plenty of wine, beer and food for the
more than 400 people seated at tables. Those
who gave speeches were Glyn Powell , Warren
Denholm, Jerry Yagen and the two most current
Mosquito pilots in the world, Dave Phillips and
Keith Skilling.
When Glyn got up from our table to make his
speech, there was a standing ovation for more
than a minute, he was the only one to get that.
So in closing, this was a mad four days and what
a tribute to Glyn Powell, his family
and workers, Mike who is full time on
NZ2308, Malcombe, the screw man
and especially Matt Young. Also to
all the people who have helped,
mainly with NZ2308, many thanks
and well done.
I will be writing another feature in
three to four years when NZ2308
takes to the skies.
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Hitler’s Aircraft Carrier
The German Kreigsmarine never really embraced
the use of aircraft carriers in WW2.
Hitler showed little interest in this type of Naval
vessel and its operation.
The chief of the Luftwaffe, Herman Goering, was
always jealous of his command over all forms of
aircraft, and did all in his considerable power to
stymie Admiral Reader's plan to build up to four
aircraft carriers.

In 1935, Hitler announced a plan for the Navy to
acquire aircraft carriers.
Two keels were laid down in 1936, and in 1938,
Grand Admiral Erich Raeder produced his Plan Z,
a grand scheme to build four Carriers and complete them by 1945, but in 1939 this was scaled
back to just two.
It was Naval policy to not actually name a ship
until it was launched.
The first laid down Carrier was designated Aircraft
Carrier A, to be named Graf Zeppelin at her
launch in 1938. The second, Aircraft Carrier B,
was never launched.

THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Come May in 1941, Raeder informed Hitler that
Graf Zeppelin, about 85% completed, would be
finally finished the next year.
But Herman Goering was no help, he told both
Hitler and Raeder he was unable to supply the
Navy with aircraft for Graf Zeppelin until the end
of 1944.
His delaying tactics worked: Aircraft Carrier B
was abandoned, and broken up.
By 1943 Adolf Hitler was not too interested in anything Navy, and the frustrated Raeder asked to
be relieved, he was accommodated by Hitler, and
Karl Donitz, the Submarine chief took charge.
He was not at all interested in seeing an aircraft
carrier gaining more focus than his beloved UBoat arm, and all work stopped on Graf Zeppelin,
notwithstanding she was 95% completed.
The ship had her armament stripped out of her,
and sent off to Norway for coastal battery use.
At war's end in 1945, to ensure this ship did not
fall into Russian hands, Graf Zeppelin was scuttled in shallow water at Stettin in Poland, on
April 25th. 1945.
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Hitler’s Aircraft Carrier
Under the terms of the Allied Tripartite Commission, Graf Zeppelin should have been destroyed
or scuttled in deep water by August 15th. 1946.
But not so: the Russians decided to repair the
Carrier and she was refloated in March 1946, no
doubt loaded with loot from the conquered Poland.
It was unsure post WW2 what had been the fate
of Graf Zeppelin until the Soviet archives were
opened up.
It appears the carrier was towed from Poland to
Leningrad , unloaded and designated PO-101 ( ie.
floating base Number 101 ) the Russians wanted
to repair the ship at Leningrad as all the repair facilities at Stettin had been destroyed.
But this did not happen, and again Graf Zeppelin
was towed off to the Polish coast.
On the Polish coast on August 16th 1947 the ill
fated carrier was used as target practice for both
Soviet aircraft and Naval ships. After taking 24
bombs and projectiles the ship was still afloat.

PAGE 20

Finally two torpedoes did the job, and the carrier
sank.
The actual position of her sinking was unknown
for many years, but in 2006, a Polish Oil Company ship Petrobaltic found a 265 metre long wreck
close to the port of Leba .
On July 27th. 2006, the Polish Navy survey ship
ORP Arctowski confirmed the find was indeed the
wreck of Graf Zeppelin, sitting at 264 feet below
the surface.
Crew from Polish Survey vessel ORP Arctowski
identified the wreck of Graf Zeppelin July 27th
2006.
The grand plan of Grand Admiral Erich Raeder
never ever came to fruition, Germany did not produce a completed Aircraft Carrier in WW2.
A proud ship, never destined to be commissioned, post WW2, was merely used as target
practice by a previous enemy.
A sad end for such a ship, once part of a scheme
for the German Navy to get its wings.
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John Rolfe reports
John Rolfe, a long time friend and business acquaintance of Glyn Powell, gave the MAAA permission to reproduce his three part stories about
Glyn and the resurrection of New Zealand Mosquito KA114.

John is the President of the NSW Scale Aircraft
Society Inc.
Thanks to John for the stories.

The previous Bulletin had the building of KA114.
Enclosed with this Bulletin is the reproduction of
the last part of his story for you all to enjoy.
It covers the Ardmore flying experience of KA114 .
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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From the mailbag
Derek Carter here, the Mosquito nut in Denmark, I
hope that this email finds you all well?
In 1998 I commissioned an artist to make a painting of the legendary attack on the Gestapo HQ at
Aarhus, Denmark. This came about after a discussion with a couple of ex-Mossie aircrew members
at a Mosquito Aircrew Assoc. reunion in the UK.
The painting was completed and I decided to
make a limited-edition print run and have these
signed by aircrew that took part in the raid. I enlisted seven people to sign including the late Ted
Sismore plus the Danish Resistance Intelligence
Officer that helped plan the attack; Colonel Frits
Tillisch code name Chickory.
The prints were completed in the UK and 450
were sent to 3 locations to be signed; Ted Sismore, Stan Etherington and the artist Michael
Steele Morgan. I then picked them up and took
them to Les Webb, Ern Dunkley's navigator. We
spent a cracking 2 days together, him signing and
chatting about Mossie ops with 464 Sqn. and the
war in general. I then packed the prints again and
took them back to Denmark, for the next leg, Australia where I planned to take them with me on a
business trip.
I arrived at some God-forsaken time in Adelaide
only to have all the prints seized for customs
clearance. Despite the fact that I had secured all
the paperwork, Carnet, etc. With lack of sleep,
mouth like the bottom of a parrot's cage and off to
find a customs broker on a Saturday, then delayed clearance and shafted for AU$175 to get
them back.
The next person to sign was Brian (Titch) Hanafin
but we had already lost a day. So I had to leave
Adelaide and travel to Melbourne to start work
and later meet up with Peter Lake and the prints.
Then DHL screwed up by sending the prints to
Memphis instead of Melbourne (the airport code
label stuck on was MEM instead of MEL).
After the return to Oz they went to Peter by that
time I was in Sydney. Peter then sent the prints to
Ern Dunkley and from there to Roy Johnston. The
idea was to pick up the prints and take them back,
but time ran out and I had to get home to Denmark. So I asked a mate from one of my dealers
to help with getting them off again.
Oz customs charged me another load of $ to get
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them back to Denmark. The final signature added
was Frits Tillisch, where we spent an entire day
together, him chatting away about his experiences in the resistance, I was spellbound, luckily I
recorded it all on tape!
I learnt my lesson, no more prints! That venture
cost me an arm and a leg and I still have a stack
of them! One thing is for sure, those prints logged
more air miles than the combined forces on both
the Aarhus and Shell House attacks!

So much for the story, my proposal is this; I
would like to offer the prints to MAAA members
for a reduced price of AUD 110 (+p&p $20). From
the $110 I will donate 20% ($22) towards the restoration of A52-600. Is this acceptable to you?
Do you think that the members would be interested in a unique signed print signed by seven aircrew that participated in the raid? The main feature Mossie in the picture is SB-D of 464 RAAF
Sqn, crewed by Ern Dunkley and Les Webb plus
there are two more 464 aircrew signatures and
one more from Brian Hanafin who was an
"adopted" Aussie living in Adelaide!
I have attached a pdf with further information on
the print plus a hi-res picture of the painting. If
you can incorporate the print ad in the next bulletin or send out a special newsletter to grab attention, either will be a good start. If you require a
raw file (word) of the ad, let me know.
I can also supply an article on the Aarhus attack
with a lot of first-hand accounts if you can find the
space.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Best regards,
Derek Carter— derek29dk@yahoo.dk
Ed.
The order form has been enclosed with this Bulletin.

Are you aware that Haynes Car Manuals also
does manuals for aircraft?

They are going to
bring out one for the
Mosquito in October but are not taking
advanced orders for them.
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Social Security Tax
Vehicle Licence / Registration Tax
Vehicle Sales Tax
Workers Compensation Tax
Carbon Dioxide Tax

Details are www.haynes.co.uk
sales@haynes.co.uk
Mosquito handbook due October 2013
ISBN 9780857333605
Book No - H5360

Cheers,

Member—Brian. Fillery

Subject: One Billion
This is too true to be funny. The next time you
hear a politician
use the word 'billion'
in a casual manner, think about
whether you want
the 'politicians' spending YOUR tax money.
A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, but
one advertising agency did a good job of putting
that figure into some perspective in one of its releases.
(1) A billion seconds ago it was 1959.
(2) A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive.
(3) A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in
the Stone Age.
(4) A billion days ago no-one walked on the earth
on two feet.
(5) A billion dollars ago was only 13 hours and 12
minutes, at the rate our government is spending
it!
STILL THINK THIS IS FUNNY?
Stamp Duty
Tobacco Tax
Corporate Income Tax
Income Tax
Council Tax
Unemployment Tax
Fishing Licence Tax
Petrol/Diesel Tax
Alcohol Tax
G.S.T.
Property Tax
Service charge taxes
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

Not one of these taxes existed 60 years ago and
our nation was one of the most prosperous in the
world.
We had absolutely no national debt.
We had the largest middle class in the world.
Mum stayed home to raise the kids, Dad and
teachers were allowed to discipline kids.
A criminals life was uncomfortable.
Boat people were kids sailing on a lake.
What happened?
'Political Correctness', ‘Politicians or both?'
I hope this goes around Australia and beyond at
least 1 BILLION times!
Regards, Member—Ray Arthur

Thank you kindly for your condolences.
I took the time to spend several days with 464
Sqdn - Flying Officer Dave Avery about 4 years
ago to simply sit and talk about his time during
the war. I transcribed this
“interview”. I will
provide you with some
anecdotes and
photos following his
funeral.
For Pop, like most of his generation, it was very
important to not be considered a hero or anything
of the sort for what they did during those years.
His humility in how he talked about what he and
his squadron members did was impressed upon
me time after time.
Whilst I don’t think Pop would have wanted to
make a big deal of things, I think he wouldn’t
mind being remembered amongst the circles that
were important to him. The MAAA is such a circle.
HE loved the Mosquito and there was a pleasure
in his face when he talked to me on everything
about them.
Regards Member—Paul J Avery.
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gence until the formation of 87 Squadron, Australia's first intelligence squadron, based at Edinburgh.

BE2a UPDATE
Andrew Willox has provided a synopsis of the
BE2a project below:
Construction work on the RAAF Museum’s Royal
Aircraft Factory BE2a exhibit commenced in
2007. The exhibit has
been scratchbuilt from the original
Factory plans
and currently the entire
airframe has
been completed.
Remaining work includes fabric covering in cleardoped linen, engine cowlings and the exhaust
system. It is hoped to complete as much as possible of these final stages by the end of the year
and it will take its place alongside the Museum’s
two other centenary exhibits at the forthcoming
Air Show in March 2014.

New headquarters made one unforgettable birthday present for the air force intelligence officers at
Edinburgh RAAF base last week.
Named the Coomalie building after the Coomalie
Creek Airfield – where two RAAF flying squadrons operated from – the Number 87 Squadron
headquarters were
officially opened
by the Chief of Air
Force Air Marshal
Geoff Brown last Friday to mark 50
years of air force intelligence.
The $34 million building features 560 information
technology systems, 21 office areas, four meeting
rooms, three of which feature vidcon capabilities,
five server rooms and a theatrette.
Number 87 Squadron Commanding Officer Greg
Weller said the head-quarters are a "world-class
intelligence facility". Wing Commander Weller
said last week marked a very significant anniversary. Formed on September 20, 1963, the RAAF
intelligence officer specialisation started with just
24 officers.
"They were all largely operating within our... various force element groups, so surveillance and
response group, air combat group, air lift group,"
Wing Commander Weller said. He said there was
no standardisation across the air force intelliPAGE 24

"It was formed as a direct lesson from Operation
Falconer, which was our deployment and conduct
of operations in the Middle East with the ADF
(Australian Defence Force)," he said. "One of the
key lessons that came from that was we need a
standardised approach to managing air force intelligence."

Wing Commander Weller said the air force intelligence has been conducting operations in the
Middle East since 2003. Today the specialisation
boasts 160 officers and a number of air force intelligence squadrons. Wing Commander Weller
said from 2007 to 2012, the 87 Squadron was operating from an interim building at Edinburgh.
The construction of the building was completed
last year and in December used to conduct the
third Australian Air Tactics Analysis Conference
with more than 100 visiting allied and Australian
aircrew, intelligence staff, strategic analysis and
defence personnel.
Two of the squadron's 10 flights, which provide
general intelligence and targeting functions, are
located at the Coomalie building.
In addition to the official opening and naming of
the Coomalie building, last week's celebrations
also included a special 50th anniversary time
capsule being buried in the building, to be
opened at the 100th anniversary of the RAAF intelligence officer specialisation.

Many thanks for the copy of Bulletin-66. I read it
all with great interest and found David's Devenish
article 'We're making the Mosquito' especially interesting.
Members etc. may be interested to know the history of the Mosquito used to illustrate the article –
if they don't already know?
This was one of
the first photos of the
B. IV to be shown
publicly and it appeared in wartime 'Flight' magazine
articles (along with others taken during the air-to-
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air session) and even graced de Havilland promotional material.
The photos show Mosquito, DZ313 up from Hatfield on a pre-delivery test-flight and sadly by the
time these photos were released (December 42 &
January 43) the aircraft had already been lost on
operations.
DZ313 was sent to 105 Squadron, coded EG-B
and failed to return from a raid on Hanover on 20
October 1942, crewed by F/S Laurence Deeth
and observer, W/O Frank Hicks.
The photo used in your article was taken by John
Yoxall for 'Flight' earlier in 1942. See the attached
superb colour photo taken at the same time.

Best regards
Mark Nelson
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

PS: (This info is to be found in my book MOSQUITO, published in June 2012 by Ian Allan Publishing).

Hi I just received this from a friend and I thought
that you may be interested, I do not know where
he sourced this but it is interesting, I can just imagine the feeling this chap who restored it felt
when it took off once again.
Regards Member—Ray Poulter.
While Sarah Hill and I were taping the first Central Missouri Honor
Flight special in the
Ozark Hangar at
Columbia Regional
Airport in January
2009, I noticed Jim
Cooper working on
a plane in the corner
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of the hangar. I love airplanes and this sight
piqued my interest.
The corner was enclosed by plastic from floor to
ceiling and inside sat a plane, wings folded toward the ceiling and a paint job that left more to
be desired. It was the Seafire XV - one of only a
handful still in existence.
As soon as I saw the plane and learned a few
facts about it, I knew I wanted to do a story on it
and follow Cooper through the rest of the restoration process.
Cooper had already been working on the Seafire
for nearly a year and half by the time we met, but
there was still plenty of work that had to be done.
I started shooting that night and throughout the
next year and half, whenever Cooper would move
to a different stage in the restoration, he'd call
and I would head to the hangar to shoot video. I
didn't shoot every part of the process, but tried to
capture the big ones, cleaning the plane, painting,
revealing the paint job, testing the landing gear,
testing the engine and of course the first flight.

I needed to know exactly what was said in order
to organize everything into a story that would
hopefully hold people's interest. After I had a
rough script written, I began to edit the video. After about 15 hours in the edit bay tweaking every
little audio and video cut, then re-tweaking them,
I was finally finished. Nineteen months later. It
was a tough job picking the best four minutes
from six hours of video, but in the end, I think I
accomplished what I set out to do.

Shows the workmanship involved in a vintage
plane restoration. The guy's other hobby is restoring and building from scratch wooden musical
instruments.
For those with access to the internet, pop this
URL in and view the Seafire’s restoration and
flight.
http://www.youtube.com/v/
TneYPcyGbbY&autoplay=1&rel=0

After 10 trips to the airport, 130 miles and nearly
6 hours of video, it was time to start the editing
process. Once all the video was in the system, I
spent 14 hours typing the details from of every
sound and interview captured in the video. That
log was essential in writing the story.

PAGE 26

December 2013/Bulletin Number 67

THE AUSSIE MOSSIE

From the mailbag

Brain Teaser
Keep that brain of yours working.
See if you can figure out what these seven words
all have in common?
1. Banana
2. Dresser
3. Grammar
4. Potato
5. Revive
6. Uneven

Give it another try.
No, it is not that they all have at least 2 double
letters.
Give up ?
In all of the words listed, if you take the first letter,
place it at the end of the word, and then spell the
word backwards, it will be the same word.
Did you figure it out? - No? Send this to more
people and stump them as well, then you'll feel
better.

7. Assess
Can’t see it ?
THE AUSSIE MOSSIE
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Vale
It is with regret the Association must relay that the following members
have past away since the last Bulletin was published.
David Avery of New Plymouth, New Zealand
&
Colin Sidney Griffin of Gisborne, Victoria

New Members
It is with much pleasure that the Association can relay that it has had
a New Member join since the last Bulletin was published.
Douglas Hughes of Sandringham, Victoria
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