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RAAF’s 90th Birthday 

The Royal Australian Air Force marked its 90th birthday with an annual commemorative service 
in Canberra and the addition of Battle Honours to the RAAF Memorial while there was a display 
of historic planes at the service's birthplace in Victoria. 

 

The Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Mark Binskin AO used his address as an opportunity to re-
member those that gave their lives in service to Australia over the last 90 years.  

 

The RAAF was formed on March 31, 1921, with Point Cook its sole base. 

 

"We have aeroplanes that date back to 
the 1930s," Air Commodore Ron Luke 
said at Point Cook. "When you look at 
the difference in technology between 
those aircraft and what we're operating 
today with Super Hornets and C-17 
transports, it's really quite amazing”. 
The general public gathered to see the 
Roulette acrobat team perform and 
more than 60 aeroplanes, including 
Spitfires and Mustangs and Hudson 
bombers, 1930s vintage airliners, DC-
3s, plus an assortment of other aero-
planes. 
 

While this was happening F/A-18 jets 
flew over Canberra, as people gathered 
at Anzac Parade to mark the anniver-
sary. 

 

More squadrons have been formally added to the RAAF memorial, recognising those who 
served in the Philippines in 1944, the Malayan Peninsular and Ubon Thailand in the 1960s, and 
more recently East Timor and Iraq.  

 

Retired RAAF Squadron 
Leader Denis Macneall 
said he has fond memo-
ries as a member of 75 
Squadron in Malaysia. 
"Which is a real awaken-
ing of a young fellow 
becoming finally some-
one who could fly his 
aeroplane properly as 
against just learning to 
fly," he said.  
 
Sqdn Ldr Macneall was 
one of 60 retired RAAF 
engineers among the 
crowd at Point Cook 
gathering to celebrate 
half a century since they 
first joined the service as 
apprentices. 

Air Marshal Mark Binskin AO lays a wreath at  
the Canberra Ceremony 

Historic: Spitfire pilot Stephen Death and Mustang pilot Peter Clements are 
taking part in the historic air pilgrimage (ABC Local Radio: Margaret Burin ) 
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Mosquito repellents don't repel. The spray blocks the mosquitos sensors so they don't know you're there. 

 The President’s Log—by Alan Middleton OAM 

The end of another financial year is closing in yet 
again. I wish to thank all those paid up members 
who continue to support the MAAA, year in and 
year out. 
 
It is sad to report the passing of one of our charis-
matic MAAA members and Mossie pilot—Kym Bon-
ython. His story can be found in later pages of this 
Bulletin. 
 

A quick reminder that our next AGM will be held at 
the Caulfield RSL on Sunday August  14th 2011, 
you and any guests are invited to attend. 
Our Archivist David Devenish, is still seeking your 
assistance by providing information leading to the 
whereabouts of period photos related to the manu-
facture of De Havilland Mosquitoes. He can be con-
tacted on 03 9885 5373. 
 
Although I was unable to attend the Omaka Air-
show in New Zealand, three Committee members 
took time out to visit NZ and the show, but more 
importantly to visit sites where Mosquito restora-
tions are actively rolling ahead. 
 
They were very impressed with the New Zea-
landers attitude and enthusiasm toward the preser-
vation of their heritage (not just aircraft) and the 
ability to put on a high class airshow. 
 
Some very important contacts have been forged for 
the future. 
 
They intend to be back there when KA114 takes to 
the air. It was hoped she would be ready for 
Omaka, but unfortunately is at least another six 
months or more away from that feat. 
 
Also Happy 90th Birthday to the RAAF. 
 

Alan Middleton.            

The RAAF Museum’s Strike Hangar opened to the 
public as part of the lead up to the Avalon Air show 
on Wed 23 February following a joint media an-
nouncement by the HON Julia Gillard MP, Prime 
Minister, Member for Lalor and the HON David 
Feeney MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Defence, 
Senator for Victoria. 

 

Visitors and staff alike can now enjoy the Museum’s 
F-111G ‘Boneyard Wrangler’, Canberra Bomber 
A84-236, F-4E Phantom and part of the tailplane 
from Lincoln bomber A73-64 on display under the 
one roof.  

 

These bomber aircraft highlight some of the key 
developments in RAAF strike capability and the 
evolution to multi-role designs. The Lincoln aircraft 
was the last of the large, heavy payload, piston-

engined bombers. It was replaced by the Canberra 
aircraft, the RAAF’s first jet bomber and almost un-
touchable as one of the fastest and highest flying 
aircraft in its day. The F-4E Phantom introduced the 
RAAF to a new generation of strike bombers until 
the introduction of the F-111 which excelled for 37 
years as the RAAF’s most advanced ‘swing wing’ 

bomber.   

 

Allison would like to thank all the volunteers who 
assisted in both large and small ways to make this 
long awaited exhibition a reality (too many to single 
out by name).  
 
For more information on this new permanent exhibi-
tion please contact Curator Allison Bartlett via e-

mail Allison.Bartlett@defence.gov.au    

 Point Cook Strike Hangar—Now Open 



 THE AUSSIE MOSSIE / APRIL 2011 / Number 60 3  

 

 RAAF 90TH Anniversary Air Pilgrimage 

 28-31 March 2011 

Reindeer like to eat bananas. 

The Air Pilgrimage idea dates from well over a year 
before the event was held. The vision was to work 
in partnership with the Antique Aeroplane Associa-
tion of Australia (AAAA) to facilitate the journey of 
up to 60, mostly historic aircraft, from Temora via 
Tocumwal and Ballarat to Point Cook, arriving on 
31 Mar 11, the 90th birthday of the RAAF. The 
AAAA kindly arranged their annual gathering to be 
in Echuca on 2 & 3 Apr 11, thereby allowing Air 
Pilgrimage participants to proceed directly to Echu-

ca on the day after the Air Pilgrimage concluded.  

Eventually, 56 aircraft participated in the event, 
which began with an informal dinner in the Temora 
Aviation Museum display hangar on the evening of 
28 Mar 11. The Air Pilgrimage was thus launched 
among famous and classic aircraft including Mus-
tang, Spitfire, Hudson, Sabre, Avro Cadet and 
Canberra. The ambience was further enhanced 

with music from the RAAF Band wind quartet.  

On each morning of the three day pilgrimage, a 
briefing for participating crews was held, prior to 
the aircraft departing in a roughly fastest first - 
slowest last system. On arrival at Tocumwal on 29 
Mar 11 and Ballarat on 30 Mar 11, a Roulette dis-
play was provided. At Tocumwal and Ballarat, the 
general public, as well as local school children 
were encouraged to attend in order to have a close 
up look at the parked aircraft and witness the Rou-

lette display.  

Central to the concept of the Air Pilgrimage was 

the choice of Temora, Tocumwal and Ballarat, be-
ing significant ex-RAAF airfields, as enroute desti-
nations prior to arrival at Point Cook. The 90th birth-
day was celebrated at a formal dinner at the Point 
Cook Officers Mess on the evening of 31 Mar 11. 
Present were the Chief of the Defence Force, Chief 
of Air Force as well as six ex-Chiefs of Air Staff and 
Air Force, Senator David Feeney – Parliamentary 
Secretary for Defence, Mayors from Temora, To-
cumwal and Ballarat and representatives from 
Qantas, Rolls-Royce and the Temora Aviation Mu-
seum, all of whom contributed to sponsorship of the 

event.  

Air Pilgrimage participants were encouraged to at-
tend the dinner in fancy dress with an aviation 
theme related to their particular aircraft. The judging 
of the fancy dress added to the scores already ac-
cumulated from various quiz questions along the 
route. The overall winners and runners-up in this 
competition won flights in PC9 and Winjeel aircraft 

respectively.  

On the morning of 1 Apr 11, The Friends of the 
RAAF Museum provided a hearty breakfast for par-
ticipants on the flight line, and after a short church 
service conducted on the tarmac, all the aircraft 
eventually departed leaving the tarmac and western 

grass vacant again.  

 

The following is a list of the participating aircraft: 

Aeronca Champ Boeing Stearman DH-89 Dragon Rapide Siai Marchetti S-211 

Aeronca Chief C195 x 2 Iroquois UH-1B Spitfire 

Auster III Cessna 170A Lockheed Hudson Stinson SR-8C 

Auster J1B Cessna 180 Mustang Tigermoth x 6 

Auster J5B CT4 x 5 PC9 Winjeel x 4 

Avro Cadet DC3 Piper J-3 Cub Wirraway x 3 

Beech Staggerwing De Havilland Chipmunk Piper Pacer x 2 Yak 18T 

Birddog x 2 De Havilland Drover Ryan STM S2 YAK 52 x 8 

The Air Pilgrimage Operations Officer, WGCDR Warren Madsen has provided  
the following synopsis regarding the recent Air Pilgrimage. 
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 New Zealand montage of articles—by TRB 

"Traditionally, most of Australia's imports come from overseas."  -- Keppel Enderbery 

MAAA visit to Glyn Powell  
08 April 2011 
 
David Devenish, hardwork-
ing archivist of the MAAA, 
arranged a visit to Glyn 
Powell’s Mosquito Aircraft 
Restoration Ltd near Drury, 
30km south of Auckland, 
New Zealand for himself, 
Bob and Jenny Stevens 
and Terry Burke in April 
2011. Part of the vibrant 
Kiwi Warbird community, 
Glyn is the world’s only 
builder of airworthy Mos-
quito wings and fuselages, 
is now fitting out the fuse-
lage of his own aircraft with 
fully restored and airworthy 
components, and is well 
along the journey towards 
a flying, operational Mossie. 
 
Glyn’s workshop is on an elevated site over-
looking tranquil pasture and farmland, isolated 
clumps of old-growth trees nearby, and all so 
green! Inside is a treasure house. Among the 
many remarkable artefacts 
are the timber fuselage 
moulds built to original de 
Havilland specifications in 
red cedar, lovingly hand 
finished. Every aperture 
and slot for the many 
frames, bulkheads, stiffen-
ers and other parts includ-
ed in this milestone design 
are accurately positioned 
to original tolerances, and 
the fuselage standing be-
side it is living proof of its 
purpose. A wing jig was 
designed and built from 
(sketchy) original data and 
is positioned, partially dis-
assembled, beside the fu-
selage mould; the wing for 
Glyn’s aircraft, the fourth 

he’s built, is complete and awaiting assembly 
and fit-out. Almost all other components for a 
complete aircraft are there, many having been 
restored to airworthy condition. Apart from the 
new fuselage and wing, all other parts come 

Glyn Powell 

Terry discussing the finer points of the wing jig with Mike Tunnicliffe 
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"It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. It's the impurities in our air and water that are doing it."  
-- This has been attributed to George W. Bush when Texas Governor 

 New Zealand montage of articles—by TRB 

from Glyn’s Australian-built original aircraft, a 
Mosquito Mark T 43 NZ2308. 
 
There’s still a lot to do, but what left us gob-
smacked was the incredible fortitude dis-
played by Glyn in even starting the project, let 
alone approaching completion of his fourth 
aircraft set. A life-long love of timber has 
helped, as has a “Pilgrim’s Progress” attitude; 
among the many 
gems Glyn told us 
about was his recog-
nition that he didn’t 
know enough about 
lofting the curves of 
the aircraft structure, 
so went back to ter-
tiary level study to 
learn! The results 
speak for them-
selves. 
 
For Glyn and assis-
tant Mike Tunnicliffe, 
it’s steady as she 
goes. Work contin-
ues on assembly, 
and the search goes 
on for odd bits and 
pieces either miss-
ing or beyond repair. 

Our association has offered to help in this 
search, and hopefully we’ll get to see the 
aircraft fly. Before it does however, anoth-
er of Glyn’s creations certainly will. War-
ren Denholm at AVspecs Ltd is nearing 
completion of a flying Mosquito for Ameri-
can aircraft collector and enthusiast Jerry 
Yagen, which is the subject of our next 
story. Thanks to Glyn and Mike for your 
warm reception and for the time spent 
with us, we’re very grateful. 
 
Contact Glyn at: mosquito@ihug.co.nz 
 
 

Warren Denholm and  
AVspecs Ltd 
08 April 2011 

 
Together with Jenny, Dave, Bob and Terry 
(The Three Mosquiteers?) drove north from 
Drury to Ardmore aerodrome, home of Warren 
Denholm’s AVspecs Ltd aircraft restoration 
business.  
Despite their full-on commitment to have a P-
40C Curtiss Tomahawk IIB ready for the Clas-
sic Fighter Airshow at Omaka two weeks 

One of the magnificent handmade timber fuselage moulds 

mailto:mosquito@ihug.co.nz
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SLOT MACHINES: When you rearrange the letters: CASH LOST IN ME  

ahead, we were given another warm Kiwi wel-
come by Warren and his crew.  
The Mosquito they’re assembling is based on a 
fuselage and wing supplied by Glyn Powell, 
and the non-airworthy donor aircraft supplied 
by noted aircraft enthusiast and collector Jerry 
Yagen from Norfolk, Virginia, USA who is fi-
nancing the project. 
(The original donor air-
craft is a fighter-bomber 
FB 26 (KA114) variant.) 
First flight is expected 
later this year, and 
‘Aussie Mossie’ will 
keep members and 
friends posted on devel-
opments. 
 
Photos published with 
this edition (taken by 
David, Bob and Terry) 
show the highly profes-
sional level of work-
manship and finish 
AVspecs are renowned 
for, so we’ll let the pic-
tures do the talking. 
 
View AvSpecs’ website at 
www.warbirdrestoration.co.nz 

New Zealand Warbirds As-
sociation  
08 April 2011 
 
It was a short walk across the tar-
mac from AVspecs to New Zea-
land Warbirds Association’s large 
hangar and their impressive dis-
plays of restored and flying air-
craft. These range from a PBY-5A 
Catalina and DC3/C-47 Dakota 
(fittingly registered ZK-DAK) to CT
-4’s, an impressive collection of 
airworthy Harvards, a P-51D Mus-
tang, and more (see their website 
for a complete listing). Display fa-
cilities for visitors are first class, as 
is their library and collection of ar-

tefacts. Their story boards on the history of var-
ious RNZAF squadrons from WW! and during 
and after WW2 are excellent, and have given 
us some ideas; more about these in a later edi-
tion. It was interesting to learn that the first 
Australian flyer to die during WW1 (George 
Merz) had a New Zealander as his observer 

 New Zealand montage of articles—by TRB 

Part of the NZ Warbirds Association collection from their viewing platform 

http://www.warbirdrestoration.co.nz/
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ANIMOSITY: When you rearrange the letters: IS NO AMITY  

 New Zealand montage of articles—by TRB 

who was also killed by local tribes-
men after their aircraft crash landed. 
 
Once again the people here are 
friendly and helpful, and we recom-
mend a visit if you make it to New 
Zealand. The photos give some idea 
of both the breadth of the collection of 
flying aircraft and the visitors galleries 
and facilities. 
 
 
View NZ Warbirds Association’s’ website at 
www.nzwarbirds.org.nz 
 
 

Classic Fighters Omaka  
Airshow 
22 - 24 April 2011 

 
Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow is brilliantly 
different. It provides a well-staged combina-
tion of events including mock dogfights and 
land battles, formation and solo aerobatics, 
static displays of classic cars and aircraft plus 
the world’s best full sized dioramas of WW1 
aviation events (inside the Aviation Heritage 
Centre). Omaka airfield, on the outskirts of 
Blenheim in the northeast corner of the South 
Island of New Zealand, sits in the midst of 
Marlborough region vineyards with a range of 
hills as a perfect backdrop. RNZAF Hueys 

kicked things off, and Sir Winston Churchill 
arrived in a Miles Messenger to inspect the 
troops: the aircraft has been beautifully re-
stored, while Winnie was a replica. Several 
other recognisable figures, all in full military 
regalia were present, with Field Marshal Erwin 
Rommel astride the main gun of a Tiger tank 
replica and Admiral of the Fleet the Earl 
Mountbatten passed on his greetings. When 
asked for a word, Sir Winston replied with his 
V-sign and proclaimed “We shall fight them on 
the beaches….” Great entertainment. 
 
The flying displays were led by a seven-ship 

formation flypast of Fokker Dr1 Tri-
plane replicas, the Red Baron in the 
lead with the rest painted to repre-
sent other aircraft in his Jasta 1 
squadron. A Harvard formation aero-
batics team was followed by three P-
40’s of various types in another for-
mation display, highlighted on one 
occasion by disappearing into 
(around?) low cloud during a loop 
and reappearing still in formation to 
complete the manoeuvre. Warren 
Denholme and the AVspecs crew 
finished their aircraft and were part 
of this action. Solo displays followed 
thick and fast; two different Spitfires, 
a P-51D Mustang was followed by a 

http://www.nzwarbirds.org.nz/
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"Mobile launchers are more difficult to detect because they move around, unlike  fixed launchers." 

- Katie Coucik, NBC News 

 New Zealand montage of articles—by TRB 

three quarter scale carbon fibre composite 
Thunder Mustang (600bhp Falconer V-12 en-
gine, developed specifically for this aircraft) 
with 30% of the weight of a loaded P-51D, 
rate of climb of 6000fpm and VNE of 505mph! 
Several stately passes by the Catalina, fol-
lowed by the Sopwith Camel replica and they 

just kept coming. A 
Fockewulf FW190A-8/N 
replica made a brief flying 
appearance on Friday but 
unfortunately a minor 
technical problem relegat-
ed it to static display du-
ties for the rest of the 
weekend. WW2 aircraft 
then combined in a simu-
lated mass ground attack 
on a V2 launch site, 
guarded by Tiger and 
Panzer tank replicas and 
a host of German troops. 
The good guys won with 
the V2 replica disappear-
ing in a cloud of smoke 
and flame. 
 
Highlight of both Saturday 

and Sunday’s flying displays was a free-for-all 
dogfight, where massed Fokker Dr1’s, Kermit 
Weekes’ recently completed Albatros DVa-1 
replica and others were hounded by Sopwith 
Triplane, Camel and Pup replicas and friends 
while a battle was fought on the ground with 
two WW1 British tank replicas, massed troops 

complete with live small 
arms and ack-ack fire 
(they missed) and a re-
stored ambulance. And 
there was so much more; 
I encourage anyone with 
internet access to go to 
Classic Fighters Omaka 
airshow website at 
www.classicfighters.co.nz 
or the Aviation Heritage 
Centre at 
www.omaka.org.nz for a 
great deal more info. Bet-
ter still, why not plan on 
visiting their next show 
over Easter 2013? You’ll 
be in for both an amazing 
airshow and a warm Kiwi 
welcome. 

Warren Denholm (AVSpecs) with his 

P-40C Curtiss Tomahawk IIB 

http://www.classicfighters.co.nz/
http://www.omaka.org.nz/
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"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I can't help but cry. I mean I'd love to be 
skinny like that, but not with all those flies and death and stuff."  -- Mariah Carey 

New Zealand montage of articles—by TRB 

 

RNZAF Museum, Wigram  
29 April 2011 

 
Our visit to the RNZAF Museum was brief but 
enjoyable, made more so by our guide Resto-
rations manager Flight Sergeant Shane Har-
ris. Shane took us on a behind-the-scenes 
tour of their Restoration Hangar where three 
aircraft are currently under-
going rebuilds: a Vilde-
beeste, Airspeed Oxford 
and Curtiss P-40. With four 
permanent staff and about 
thirty volunteers, their la-
bour force is similar to ours 
at the RAAF Museum, Point 
Cook; they’re about to 
mothball the Vildebeeste 
and Oxford to concentrate 
on the P-40. Like all their 
aircraft this will be for static 
display as Wigram has suf-
fered at the hands of devel-
opers and retains only 
about 400 surrounding 
acres, not enough for a con-
ventional runway. Standard 
of workmanship is impres-

sive; the Vildebeeste tubular 
steel fuselage spaceframe is vir-
tually complete, and was re-
stored and rebuilt without draw-
ings (none available) with only a 
few photos and rough sketches 
as a guide. 
 
Groups of kids in school holiday 
mode were being guided 
through various activities, in-
cluding a queue to fly the Mos-
quito simulator so I’ll have to 
wait til next time. The body of 
the collection is most profes-
sionally presented and is well 
worth a visit. Wigram is on the 
western outskirts of Christ-
church, and, like Point Cook, 

admission is free. Many thanks to Shane Harris 
and Curator, aircraft collection Darren Ham-
mond for so freely sharing their time and exper-
tise. 
 
Their websites contains a wealth of information 
and can be accessed at:  
 www.airforcemuseum.co.nz and 
www.cambridgeairforce.org.nz/RNZAF 

http://www.airforcemuseum.co.nz/
http://www.cambridgeairforce.org.nz/RNZAF
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""We have good reason to believe he was stabbed.  There was a sharp object sticking out of his chest". 

- Lt. R. Travis, Newburgh, NY, Police Dept 

Museum of Transport and 
Technology, Auckland  
9th April 2011 
 

Bob Stevens and I had the oppor-
tunity to visit the MOTAT  in partic-
ular the back of house Aircraft res-
toration hangar called the “Blister 
Hangar”. Our host was Norm 
McKelvie who introduced us to his 
crew of volunteers and a large ar-
ray of aircraft currently under res-
toration. One that was of most in-
terest was a Mossie with serial 
number NZ2305, a Model T43 du-
al control trainer. The RNZAF ac-
quired her in 1945 after the War.  
 
She was built in Bankstown, New 
South Wales and was one of eight 
trainers received from the RAAF to 
prepare air crew for the ferry-
ing of 80 new Mosquitos from 
Britain. Only 76 of the new air-
craft made it to New Zealand 
due to being lost or damaged 
on the ferry flight. 
 
The RNZAF Mosquitos were 
used for airshows and World 
War 11 celebrations, along 
with search and rescue mis-
sions. As well as reconnais-
sance and interception roles. 

 
In addition to the Mossie, they are currently restoring 
an Avenger, a Short S45A Solent IV and a Short 
S25 Sunderland V, Lockheed Hudson III and Lock-
heed ‘Lexington’ RB34 Ventura. 
 

 Auckland MOTAT by David Devenish 

David Devenish chatting with host Norm McKelvie under NZ2305. 
Below: Sunderland Below Left: Sunderland cockpit 
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"Continuous coverage of the war in the Persian Gulf will resume in a moment." 

- Tom Brokaw, NBC News 

The volunteers are also building many 
“hands on” interactive displays for the 
general public. Either under construction 
or completed are: 
 a fully operational demonstration of a 

Basic Hydraulic System; 
 a section of a Handley Page  

“Hastings” including an engine mount-
ing and the main undercarriage with 
wheel and tyre. Once again the un-
dercarriage can be cycled through 
lowering and raising actions by the 
public; 

 a mockup of a cockpit with controls 
that will remotely alter the attitude of a 
Harvard close by. 

All the crew at MOTAT are very excited at the 
imminent completion of their new Aviation Dis-
play Hall that abuts the existing Display Hang-
ar and more than doubles the display area, 
allowing all their large aircraft, such as flying 
boats to be on display at once, undercover out 
of the elements. 
 
The new building is a masterpiece of timber 
engineering with laminated portal frames sup-
porting the entire building providing a column 
free display space. It will open later this year. 
 
MOTAT website:    www.motat.org.nz 

 Auckland MOTAT by David Devenish 

Above:  Cockpit mockup.  
Below: A comparative size of the new and old hangars.  
Right: Handley Page undercarriage demonstration 
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"This door must not be opened under any circumstances." - Sign outside a fire exit in a hotel 

The Aviation Historical Society of the N.T’s aim in 
reissuing this work (first published in 1991) is to in-
corporate “The publication of a range of books, arti-
cles and other papers,…access to material held in 
national repositories, the continuing release of ma-
terial on the Internet, the opening up of Japanese 
records… has seen a huge amount of material from 
which to draw in expanding and improving Darwin’s 
Air War” (p6).  

 
Commencing with a description of the defence build
-up in the Top End, the retreat of RAAF units from 
Malaya, Singapore and the Netherlands East Indies 
(NEI), it describes the 
first Japanese air raids 
on Darwin, 19 Feb 
1942; this raid was op-
posed by a handful of 
USAAF P-40 Kit-
tyhawks and obsolete 
RAAF Wirraways, 
many of which were 
destroyed on the 
ground. During raids 
that day, more Japa-
nese aircraft took part, 
dropped more bombs 
and sank more ships 
than the highly publi-
cised raid on Pearl 
Harbour on 7 Decem-
ber 1941.  
 
One of the highlights of 
this book is the history 
of the RAAF’s No. 2 & 
No. 13 Squadrons. 
They staged through 
Darwin in December 
’41, with 2 Squadron 
advancing to Koepang in Dutch Timor and the first 
elements of 13 Squadron to Laha near Ambon.  
 
Operating from rudimentary airfields with barely 
enough food and essential supplies to sustain 
them, they suffered appalling losses against Japa-
nese forces superior in both numbers and perfor-
mance, but their crews continued to press home 
attacks. It was one of the finest examples of Aus-

tralian courage under duress at anytime, anywhere. 
Both Squadrons were decimated; after losing sev-
enty percent of their aircraft and crews, they were 
withdrawn to Darwin while Squadron personnel left 
behind were executed by the Japanese. 
 
 The history of their continued operations through-
out WW2 is magnificent. Alford highlights one simi-
larity between the Hudsons and other squadrons 
operating in the Top End during the years 1942 to 
1945: maintenance, servicing, overhaul and repair 
tasks were carried out by ground crews mainly in 
the open with few facilities, heat, humidity and flies 

by day, heat, humidity 
and mosquitoes by 
night, and dust (or mud) 
always. 
 
In contrast to the out-
moded Hudsons and 
Wirraways, other Allied 
aircraft excelled. The 
lethal Beaufighters of 31 
Squadron’s “Coomalie 
Charlie’s Commandoes” 
created havoc among 
the Japanese invaders 
with low level straffing 
attacks on aircraft, air-
fields, shipping and any-
thing of military im-
portance on Japanese-
occupied islands to the 
north.  
 
American and Australi-
an B-24 crews also took 
the fight back to the en-
emy, the Black Cats 
and their crews showed 

incredible endurance on 24-hour duration mine-
laying and air-sea rescue missions, the RAF and 
RAAF Spitfires (notably the Mk VIII versions) got 
amongst the Zeroes, and finally the photo-
reconnaissance Mossies with their speed and alti-
tude advantage ranged far into enemy territory.  
 
Information on the ultra secret Signals Intercept and 
Code Breaker Units is new, and Alford’s no-

 Darwin’s Air War 1942 - 1945—Book Review by TRB 

Bob Alford (pub: Aviation Historical Society of N.T.) 
Revised edition, published 19 February 2011 

Review by Terry Burke 
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"If we don't succeed, we run the risk of failure."  -- This has been attributed to Bill Clinton 

punches-pulled description of General MacArthur’s 
obsession to keep Allied operations in the N W Pa-
cific area an all-American war is refreshingly direct. 
 
Like the best historical works, this book leaves the 
reader wanting more. A history of the RAAF’s Air-
field Construction Squadrons in building twenty-odd 
bases from scratch in the North West Area com-
mand (as it was then known) in less than two years 
is a good example.  
Coomalie Creek airfield was built from native bush 
to operational status in 16 weeks (try getting that 
done today), and it’s still operational.  

One minor suggestion is the inclusion of a map 
(such as Fighter Guide Map 1B, Darwin Area, pro-
duced by Airintel, N.W. Area in March 1944) of air-
field locations may help paint a clearer picture of 
where they fitted into the picture. However this in no 
way detracts from the scope and content of Dar-
win’s Air War.  
This is a must-read book for anyone interested in 
the recent history of Australia, and should be a 
compulsory Australian Studies text in our schools. 
It’s a fine read. 
 

TRB 

 Darwin’s Air War 1942 - 1945—Book Review by TRB 
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Boanthropy is a disease in which a person thinks they're an ox. 

 Correction of A52-600—`Intervening' History 

Dear Sir, 

 

Your web-site for the Point Cook Museum concerning A52-600 currently has some omissions and particular irregu-
larities that I have highlighted in red: 

 

"Listed for disposal in November 1954, it was purchased by a Mildura orchardist who cut the wings flush with the fu-
selage and removed the tail section. He intended to mount the dismembered aircraft on a turntable, running the en-
gines at a slow speed, to dispel frosts in his orchard. 

 

Fortunately, this usage did not occur and for 10 years A52-600 stood in the open bringing joy to children as a play-
house. It is a miracle that little damage occurred to the timber aircraft largely due to Mildura's mild, dry climate." 

 

In addition, the written history on display at the Museum had a cabinet with the following transcript: 

 

The aircraft was purchased by a Mildura orchardist who, due to difficulties in transporting the aircraft, severed the 
wings and rear fuselage with a chainsaw, and after experimenting with farm uses, turned the fuselage into a play 
house for his children..." 

 

After long consultation with my Uncle, Ernst Henry Voullaire now 83, I have accurately summarized the events and 
years that those events took place, and also in what circumstance. 

 

I must say that my uncle had a chuckle at the "chainsaw" reference; they used a circular saw to make a shallow cut 
followed by 'draw-saw' by hand. This was not an easy task, and not full of enjoyment for a lover of aircraft. 

 

Below is an accurate account of the 'Intervening' History of A52-600: 

 

Ern Voullaire and his elder brother Geoff were too young to enlist at the beginning of WW2. As young farmers grow-
ing vegetables on what was then a very large scale; 235 acres, it was deemed an "Essential Service" for the war ef-
fort and they were thus banned from enlisting. Both successfully joined the Air Training Corps and Geoff was re-
leased by the Government from being in an "Essential Service Industry" toward the end of WW2 and became an 
RAAF Aircrew member. 

 

Ern continued his power-flying interest after WW2 by soloing in a Tiger Moth in 1951 and gaining his PPL in 1957. 
Both Geoff and Ern took up Gliding as another outlet for their desire to fly in 1954. Ern gained his "Certificate A" on 
27/11/54 and his "Certificate B&C" on 30/1/55 resulting in Gliding Licence #266. 

 

Ern Voullaire was a graduate in the First National Gliding School Course and became a qualified wood airframe engi-
neer on 2nd June 1960 — Gliding Engineers Certificate #G1126. 

 

Original intent of purchase of the Mosquito was for learning about wooden aircraft. There was NO intent to use the 
aircraft or any part of it to use it as a "Wind Machine" for controlling frost. This technology was not known at Monak in 
NSW at this time. I would suggest any such reference to this as historic fact was a rather "fanciful" insertion. In 1962 
Ern travelled to America where such systems were in their early stages of development, but he quickly realised the 
topography at the Monak property did not support this technology as the inversion layer required for its effective use 
was not in a stable position as per the California, USA wide valleys then under citrus production. Hence, the sugges-
tion that it was to be used as a "Wind Machine" is not accurate. 

 

Ern purchased A52-600 by tender for £50 in 1957 from the Australian Government, but had to remove it from the 
Ballarat Airfield within a relatively short time-frame as a condition of winning the tender. It should be noted that this 
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 Correction of A52-600—`Intervening' History 

The largest cell in the human body is the female reproductive cell, the ovum. The smallest is the male sperm. 

was not the first attempt by the Government to tender the aircraft for sale. Other tender processes before this had 
failed for various reasons including an aerial photography company that had ascertained the airframe was not up to 
the task and had then walked away from the removal process. 

 

Upon arrival at Ballarat Airfield with the family-business International KB–SD6 coupled to a 24 foot single axle semi-
trailer, Ern was determined to try and get the aircraft to Mildura in one piece if possible. Failing this, then to a least 
move it without damaging the integrity of the airframe. 

 

After two days of walking around and climbing through the machine and then discussing with a resident RAAF 
Ground Engineer, Ern found he was going to have to move the aircraft the 480km by road, which left no alternative 
but to cut through the main-spar to fit the aircraft on the semi-trailer. 

 

An offer to fly the aircraft back was made by a very "brave" bloke, but this was quickly rejected as the resident RAAF 
Ground Engineer pointed out the hydraulics were "U.S." and a replacement tail-wheel was going to cost "many hun-
dreds" of pounds – not a realistic option. Added to this, the same engineer was worried about the airworthiness of 
the craft for any flying – it may simply break-up mid-flight. 

 

The removal of the propellers had seemed quite daunting at first but the RAAF Ground Engineer showed how this 
was meant to be carried out and it was actually quite a simple process. The two R-R Merlins were removed next, 
which promptly "inflated" the two main-wheels and it was then that the reluctant cuts were made through the main-
spars and one across the tail-boom. Everything was fitted onto the tray of the semi-trailer making one load for the 
whole-of-aircraft removal. 

 

The aircraft was unloaded onto the family tennis-court at Monak in NSW in 1957. The tennis-court was never used 
for tennis again. 

 

Geoff had married in 1952 and had two of his four children by 1957. The eldest was Kelvin (author of this letter) who 
also had a great interest in aircraft, and would "fly" the old bomber on many secret missions to places far away; his 
sister Barbara had no interest in aircraft. Ern was not married until 1980 and at this time had NO children. To suggest 
he had is simply ignorant. 

 

As Ern was a founding member of the Sunraysia Gliding Club and also a member of the Royal Victorian Aero Club 
subsidiary operating in Mildura (later morphing to become the Mildura Aero Club) from the early 1950's, there was no 
secret that Ern had a Mosquito Bomber airframe at his farm. This was a very well known fact in the aviation commu-
nity of Sunraysia. This was a long time before Mr Dunn arrived on the scene. 

 

Pearce Dunn tried to procure the dismantled aircraft for his fledgling Warbirds Aviation Museum for no-cost in 1966. 
After Mr Dunn had said he would restore the plane, Ern decided it would be better for all to see the aircraft assem-
bled rather than leave it sitting out in the open on the old tennis court. Ern decided the engines had some value and 
sold the aircraft to Mr Dunn in that year for $200 on the condition of removal. 

 

Hopefully this letter can help right the implied contempt for the "Mildura orchardist who severed the wings and rear 
fuselage with a chainsaw" when in actual fact the Orchardist was an avid aviator and repairer of wooden aircraft with-
out whom no-one would have A52-600 to restore. 

 

He was, and is, a true lover of flight. 

 

Wishing you all the best for the future and kindest regards, 

Signed:    Kel Voullaire    Ern Voullaire 
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ELEVEN PLUS TWO: When you rearrange the letters: TWELVE PLUS ONE  

Vale—Hugh (Kym) BONYTHON AC DFC AFC KCSJ 

"Kym" was born on 15 Sep-
tember 1920 in Adelaide, the 
youngest child of Sir John 
Lavington Bonython and his 
second wife Lady Jean Bon-
ython. 

 

He attended St Peter's Col-
lege, Adelaide, and upon 
completion entered into ac-
countancy. Bonython worked 
for six months with an ac-
countancy firm before joining 
the RAAF at the age of 19. 
He did his basic flying train-
ing at Mascot in Sydney and 
in mid-1940, he was posted 
to No.2 Squadron at Laver-
ton, near Melbourne, flying 
Lockheed Hudson reconnaissance bombers. 

 

He moved with the squadron to Koepang airfield in Timor 
just before the arrival of the Japanese, carting most of 
his collection of jazz records with him. After his aircraft 
was destroyed on the ground by Japanese bombers, he 
walked 112 kilometres through the jungle with his crew 
and a commandeered pony laden with his gramophone 
and records. 

 

During the trek, his crew was alarmed when Bonython 
played his records after they camped for the night, fear-

ing the music would attract Japanese patrols. 

 

Later, he flew photo reconnaissance flights from north 
Australian airfields over Japanese-held islands in twin-
engined Mosquito aircraft out of Coomalie Creek, N.T. 

 

Bonython served in the (then) Netherlands East Indies 
and New Guinea, experiencing several "death defying" 
near misses. He was in hospital in Darwin (with dengue 
fever) during the 1942 bombing - he had just evacuated 
and taken cover when the ward he had been in took a 

direct hit. During his time with 
the RAAF, Bonython filled the 
roles of aircraft captain in 1941, 
and chief flying instructor with 
the rank of squadron leader in 
1943. On 1 September 1944, 
Flight Lieutenant Bonython was 
awarded the Air Force Cross 
(AFC), and on 22 February 
1946, Squadron Leader Bon-
ython AFC was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC). He also had the distinc-
tion of dropping the first Australi-
an-made aerial torpedo at the 
Defence Department's proving 
ground at Pittwater, north of 
Sydney. 

 

When he returned from service 
he chose not to return to ac-

Former 87 Squadron member Squadron Leader Kym Bonython AC DFC AFC will be sadly missed by all of us at the MAAA as well as 
the wider Australian community. He was a larger-than life personality who did so much good and affected a wide cross-section of 

the jazz, artistic and motor racing fraternities to name just a few. When I last met him (at the unveiling of 87 Squadron's Battle Hon-
ours, RAAF Edinburgh in December 2009) he still wore his hallmark infectious grin and thoroughly enjoyed the occasion. 

   TRB 
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MOTHER-IN-LAW: When you rearrange the letters: WOMAN HITLER 

counting, deciding on a very different career path. Initially 
he took up dairy farming on his father's Mount Pleasant 
property, but in the 1950s his career changed to incorpo-
rate music, the arts, and motor racing. 

 

As a child Kym Bonython developed a passion for jazz, 
and this influenced a number of his later pursuits. At the 
age of 17, in 1937, he entered the media with an ABC 
radio jazz show. The show continued for 38 years, finish-
ing in 1975. His involvement in the jazz scene also ex-
tended to making and selling music; in 1952 he became 
a member of a jazz band as drummer – a skill he had 
learned as a child – and he opened his first record store 
in Bowman's Arcade on King William Street in 1954. His 
passion for music also led him to create his own concert 
promotion company, Aztec Services, in the 1950s, and 
as a promoter he brought to Adelaide some of the greats 
of jazz, including Dizzy Gillespie, Count Basie, Dave Bru-
beck, Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong. Later, at the 
urging of his children, he expanded his range to rock and 
roll, bringing the likes of Chuck Berry to Adelaide, and he 
was one of the key people responsible for negotiating the 
addition of Adelaide to The Beatles Australian tour 1964. 

 

Along with music, Kym Bonython had a passion for art, 
and he began his collection in 1945. In 1961 he opened 
his first gallery, the Bonython Art Gallery in North Ade-
laide, before moving to Sydney to open the Hungry 
Horse Gallery in Paddington in 1966. His time with his 
Sydney gallery ended in 1976, and he returned to Ade-
laide to buy back his original gallery, operating it until 
1983. From 1988 Bonython managed a Sydney gallery 
once more, managing the BMG Fine Art for a short time. 
Kym Bonython's eye for contem-
porary art saw his galleries pro-
mote many Australian and inter-
national artists, including Sidney 
Nolan, Pro Hart and William Do-
bell, and he is widely acknowl-
edged to have discovered and 
fostered the work of Brett White-
ley. Along with the art galleries 
and his personal collection (much 
of which was destroyed when the 
Ash Wednesday bushfires of 
1983 engulfed his Mount Lofty 
property, "Eurilla"), Bonython au-
thored and published a number of 
art books. 

 

Kym Bonython gained a reputa-
tion as a daredevil partially 
through another of his interests: 
motor racing. He raced at the 
Rowley Park Speedway at Bowd-
en, which he also managed from 
1952 to 1973, and also competed 

nationally. At one stage he was the national hydroplane 
champion. His life in motor sports led to many accidents, 
the most serious being in 1956 when, racing to defend 
his Australian hydroplane title at Snowdens Beach, his 
boat crashed; the injuries that resulted led to Bonython 
spending the next 14 months on crutches. Amongst his 
achievements in motor sports was his work to bring For-
mula 1 to Adelaide in 1986, in which he has been de-
scribed as a "catalyst" for the event. His time in motor 
sports earned him the title of "the man with 99 lives" and, 
from Max Harris regarding Rowley Park, the "Cecil B. De 
Mille of Bowden". In his eighties, he was one of the inau-
gural inductees of Australia's Speedway Hall of Fame. 

 

Bonython was also active in public life. He served on the 
Adelaide City Council, as had both his father and grand-
father before him, and he was the chairman of the South 
Australian Jubilee 150 Board. Other boards of which he 
was a member included the Adelaide Festival of Arts, 
Musica Viva Australia and the Australia Council. Bon-
ython was also one of Australia's leading monarchists, 
chairing the No Republic committee and serving as one 
of South Australia's delegates to the 1998 Constitutional 
Convention. Other causes to receive his active support 
included euthanasia and compulsory national service. 

 

He was survived by his wife, Julie, his five children, 15 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 

 

Squadron Leader Kym Bonython  passed away in Ade-
laide on Saturday 19th March 2011 aged 90 years. 

Kym Bonython pictured with RAAF trainee pilots  
(front right) at Point Cook, Victoria, in 1940. 

Vale—Hugh (Kym) BONYTHON AC DFC AFC KCSJ 
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A DECIMAL POINT: When you rearrange the letters: I'M A DOT IN PLACE  

 The Unique Helicron 

1932 Helicron                                                     

                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                        

In the late 1930s this one-of-a-
kind Helicron was placed in a 
barn and forgotten. More than 
six decades later this odd lost 
little gem was rediscovered, 
rebuilt, and reintroduced to the 

world...  

 

Although the manufacturer is 
unknown, it's believed that this 
car was built in France 
1932. Following the 
first World War it was 
not uncommon for re-
cently displaced air-
plane engineers to 
look towards the auto-
mobile industry for em-

ployment.          

                                                                                                                        

As in this example, a 
few entrepreneurs de-
veloped propeller-
powered cars with the 
notion that propeller 
power was an efficient 
means of moving a 

vehicle.  

 

On this car, when the wooden 
propeller is spinning at full 
speed and efficiently, this little 
1,000-pound boat-tailed skiff 
can hit freeway speeds ex-

ceeding 75 mph. 

 

 

 This is the one and only 
Helicron in existence, owned 
by Lane Motor Museum in 

Nashville, TN.   



 THE AUSSIE MOSSIE / APRIL 2011 / Number 60 1 9  

 

THE EARTHQUAKES: When you rearrange the letters: THAT QUEER SHAKE 

 Something to Remember— 
   The No 1 Squadron Mosquito Story  

The Australian Mosquitoes  
 
Australians had always had a keen interest in aviation 
and many of aviation's greatest pioneers were Australi-
an. Men like the Smith brothers, Charles Kingsford-Smith 
and Bert Hinkler set records and were heroes to a gener-
ation. Others like Harry Hawker and Lawrence Wackett 
turned their attentions to design and manufacture. So it 
was to be expected that a small but productive aircraft 
industry would develop in Australia to cater for the de-
mand for civil and military aircraft alike.  
 
One such company was an off-shoot from the great de 
Havilland Works of Britain which had itself been founded 
by Geoffrey de Havilland in 1920. De Havilland Aircraft 
Pty. Ltd. as the Australian subsidiary was called, thus 
came into being in 1927 with the purchase of property at 
Essendon in Melbourne. Four years later, with Sydney 
becoming the centre of aviation development, the com-
pany moved to Mascot.  
 
Always competing for contracts, it was not until 1938 and 
the award of a contract that would lead to the production 
of over 1,000 DH.82 Tiger Moths, that the company's 
profits took off. The Tiger Moth became the company's 
first 'best seller' and by 1940 had allowed much needed 
expansion to cater for other war contracts. 
 
Australia had become interested in the Mosquito in 1941 
with advice from the High Commissioner in London sug-
gesting that the new Mosquito was about to replace the 
Beaufighter in RAF service. Australia was already con-
tracted to produce the Beaufighter under licence but the 
possibility of local production of the Mosquito aircraft (as 
its design was much simpler and required less complex 
tooling) found official favour.  
 
Eventually production agreements were reached with 
Britain and production of the Mosquito using local timber 
(Australian Coachwood) was commenced at Bankstown 
in 1942. The Australian Mosquitoes were given the Mk 
40 Series designation, but these were essentially re-
worked British Mk VI airframes with some local modifica-
tions.  
 
The first 100 de Havilland Australia airframes were fitted 
with Packard Merlin 31s and the remaining 112 with Mer-
lin 33s. The Packard Merlins were chosen as they were 

more reliable than their Rolls-Royce cousins and a 
regular supply of the American made engines could at 
least be guaranteed. By September, a firm order for 
150 aircraft had been placed for the Mk 40 variant with 
provision for at least a further 120 aircraft and spares.  
 
The first Australian Mosquito, A52-1 first flew out of 
Bankstown Aerodrome on 23 July 1943 and after ex-
haustive testing, was accepted by the RAAF on 5 
March 1944.  
 
Eventually 288 Mosquitoes would serve in RAAF col-
ours, playing an important role in the last year of the 
war. In the final tally, 212 would be built in Australia 
and a further 76 were obtained from Britain.  
 
Squadrons and Units that operated the aircraft includ-
ed No 78 Wing, Nos 1, 87 and 94 Squadrons, No 1 
Aircraft Performance Unit, Aircraft Research and De-
velopment Unit, No 1 Photographic Reconnaissance 
Unit, Central Flying School, Crew Conversion Unit, 
several Ferry and Survey Flights and the training es-
tablishment, No 5 Operational Training Unit.  
 
After the war, these aircraft were used extensively on 
survey work and ferried Kittyhawks and Mustangs to 
Japan to participate in the British and Commonwealth 
Occupation Force (BCOF). The aircraft were eventual-
ly retired in 1954.  
 
But the aircraft used by No 1 Squadron were not those 
to be Australian made. Due to production delays with 
the Australian version and No 1 Squadron's refor-
mation on the type, British imported airframes had to 
be used. Employed by No 1 Squadron as fighter-
attack aircraft, the Mk VI Mosquitoes were of British 
construction and had been shipped to Australia and 
assembled at the de Havilland plant at Bankstown.  
 
These aircraft were driven by the Rolls-Royce Merlin 
31 engines having a top speed of 378 mph, a cruising 
speed of 255 mph, a service ceiling of 33,000 feet and 
a range of 1,850 miles. Such performance was com-
parable with the best of the fighter types employed by 
the RAAF, the Americans and the Japanese in the 
South-West Pacific theatre.  
 
 

 

Last year Air Commodore Mark Lax CSM (Retd) granted our Association access to 
reproducing his Mosquito story about  No 1 Squadron.  The second abridged  

instalment of his story has been included this month along with supporting photos  
recently donated by the Clark family.  

Thanks to David Devenish (MAAA Archivist) for editing the manifest. 
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ELECTION RESULTS: When you rearrange the letters: LIES - LET'S RECOUNT  

 Something to Remember— 
   The No 1 Squadron Mosquito Story  

As well as the 'Attack' variant, the Squadron conducted 
its initial training at No 5 OTU on the T Mk III trainer ver-
sion, one aircraft of which (A52-1011) was provided to 
the unit for 'hack' operations. Fourteen such trainers ar-
rived from Britain in October 1943 at a cost of £22,110 
each.  
 
Problems  
 
In Australian service, however, several unexpected 
problems arose which were not experienced in the Euro-
pean theatre of war. The tropical climate (particularly 
high temperatures, heavy rain showers and high levels 
of relative humidity) played havoc with the aircraft's 
structure and caused unacceptably high internal temper-
atures when the aircraft were left out in the sun.  

Given the area of operations—Northern Australia and 
the islands of the Dutch East Indies—heat, rain and hu-
midity were ever present. Additionally, no aircraft shel-
ters were used, primarily because of the rudimentary 
nature of the forward airfields and by 1945, the rapidity 
of the allied advance and island hopping strategy pre-
cluded their deployment and erection.  
 
Other equipment and shelters for personnel were far 
more important. Aircraft as well as people had to survive 
in the open.  
 
Long before No 1 Squadron had accepted its aircraft, 
several of the Australian manufactured aircraft had 
spectacular and sadly, fatal accidents. In one case, the 
wings inadvertently separated, and in another, the fuse-
lage broke up mid-flight.   
 
Problems with wings in particular still plagued the com-
pany by mid-1945 causing delays and a much slower 
delivery rate than originally planned. By war's end only 
104 of the final order of 212 had been delivered.  

Photos showing the fabrication of the main planes, 
which were made in large vertical jigs commencing 
with placement of the main spars and ribs, then top 
and bottom skins. 
  
The photo to the left shows the main plane out of the 
jig and inverted for the fitment of numerous items re-
lated to fuel tanks and lines, aileron hinges and con-
trols, engine & landing gear mounting points, electri-
cal and hydraulic lines, etc. 

Clark Family photos 

Wrighton Aircraft Ltd, Walthamstow, London, UK. 
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SNOOZE ALARMS: When you rearrange the letters: ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S  

 Something to Remember— 
   The No 1 Squadron Mosquito Story  

 
At least, No 1 Squadron did not have this problem to 
contend with.  However, other equally serious problems 
arose. The first thus encountered was the very high inter-
nal temperatures generated by the effect of design and 
the original British camouflage paint which was dark and 
matt in texture. In some instances the under skin temper-
ature could be up to 80deg C after prolonged exposure 
to sun on a typical Australian summer day.  
 
The solution to this problem lay in the aircraft's paint 
scheme and after numerous trials, Silver or Aluminium 
Dope paint was found to be very effective against the 
heat. Tests by the Australian Bureau for Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research in Melbourne found 
that this new coating reduced temperatures by up to 
18deg C and if combined with shaded parking areas, 
temperatures could be brought back to acceptable lev-
els. Before deployment to Labuan, all No 1 Squadron 
aircraft had been repainted in Silver Dope.  
 
 As well as tropical temperatures causing excessive in-
ternal section heating, the second problem arose from 
the materials used to construct the aircraft. Early on dur-
ing the assembly and production of the aircraft, the origi-
nal glues were found to be unsuitable and gradually be-
gan to separate. A replacement glue was procured and 
the problem overcome.  
 
On 22 September 1945, all No 1 Squadron aircraft were 
grounded 'by virtue of [a] defect in [a] bolt on the elevator 
arm controlling the forward movement from the control 
column'. This had echoes of the Beaufort problem of two 
years previous which caused the deaths of a great many 
crews, but in this instance, the defect was quickly recti-
fied on site. After inspection and repair, the aircraft were 
all cleared serviceable.  
 
Particularly in the early days, the usual problems with 
serviceability and spares also plagued the Squadron, the 
CO’s report for February 1945 bemoaning:  
 
The serviceability of aircraft has been unsatisfactory ow-
ing to the majority of ground personnel being in-
experienced in this type of aircraft. Serviceability im-
proved towards the latter part of the month. The greatest 
difficulty at the present time is the lack of co-ordination 
with equipment and interchangeability of Mark VI Mos-
quito spares.  
 
Such annoyances were quickly overcome as ground staff 
became more familiar with the Mosquito type and the 
provision of spares became assured.  
 

The end of hostilities in the Pacific Theatre coincided 
with the start of the wet season in the tropics and at 
about the same time, the aircraft's mainframe fabric and 
plywood structure began to show visible signs of deterio-
ration. The aircraft required regular and thorough checks 
to counter the effects of climate. One aircraft, A52-507, 
departed on a routine navigation exercise on 22 October 
for Singapore. On landing, Flight Lieutenant Reg Pfeiffer, 
the pilot, reported that 50% of the fabric had lifted from 
the mainframe. This at least was a good excuse for stay-
ing a few extra nights in Singapore while new fabric was 
procured!  
 
One navigator Jim Hess saw firsthand what could hap-
pen:  
 
The Mosquitoes were quite unsuitable for action in the 
tropics. The wet, humid weather caused bubbles under 
the fabric and on one flight from Labuan to Richmond we 
were west of Rockhampton when the fabric started peel-
ing off the starboard main plane in strips about one-and-
a-half inches wide. It caused us some moments of con-
cern, but we landed safely at Amberley and had the 
problem fixed.  

 
Around the same period, several other aircraft were 
found to have their plywood spars swell due to the 
'recent heavy rains' and lack of adequate shelter. Alt-
hough local repairs could be made, there was little that 
could be done in Labuan to fully correct the faults and 
the Commanding Officer, Wing Commander Ross Little 
and the Senior Engineering Officer, Flight Lieutenant Jim 
White, reported to Headquarters First Tactical Air Force 
that 'if the aircraft [were to] stay at Labuan, they would 
have to be grounded'.  
 
Headquarters were already planning to use some of the 
Mosquitoes for escort duties for the up-coming deploy-
ment to Japan, but the problem with fabric separation 
and delamination finally forced the issue.  
 
An original movement order of 2 October 1945 signalling 
the return of all Mosquito aircraft to the Mainland was 
cancelled pending their relocation to Japan. Half the unit 
was kept in Labuan, half returned to Australia. However, 
three weeks later, after consideration of the state of the 
aircraft, Headquarters signalled on 25 October 1945 that 
all remaining Mosquitoes were to return 'to the Mainland 
before they become totally unserviceable'.   
 

Once back in Australia, all serviceable aircraft were flown 
to No 2 Aircraft Depot at Richmond in New South Wales 
for disposal. Thus ended another era. 
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THE MORSE CODE: When you rearrange the letters: HERE COME DOTS  

From the Mailbag 

I am not a serviceman having been too young but attend-
ed the Air Training Corps. Only have dreams of being a 
fighter ace during the war and Technical School.  
Love hearing and seeing World War 2 aircraft and when 
'I get the money' would love to get a flight in a Wirraway 
someday. 
My National Service work was at East Sale working on 
heavy aircraft and while waiting for our service year I 
saw a Mosquito aircraft explode after takeoff, possibly 
400 feet up, never heard much more about it, only saw 
the remains return in a small service tip truck - not good.! 
A carpenter by trade and not too good with arthritis at the 
moment. 
Keep up the great work and love reading your newslet-
ters. 
 
Don Shell 
Vermont Victoria. 

 

Couple of questions need answering for Don -  
anybody help? 

 

(1) What was the story about the Mossie? 
(2) Anybody arrange a flight in a Wirrarway for Don? 

 

 

A man staggered into a hospital with concussion, multi-
ple bruises, two black eyes and a five iron wrapped tight-
ly around his throat.  
Naturally, the Doctor asked him, 'What happened to 
YOU?'. 
'Well, I was having a quiet round of golf with my wife, 
when at a difficult hole, we both sliced our golf balls into 
a field of cattle.  
We went to look for them and while I was looking around 
I noticed one of the cows had something white in its rear 
end.' 
'I walked over, lifted its tail, and sure enough, there was 
a golf ball with my wife's monogram on it -  stuck right in 
the middle of the cow's bum. 
Still holding the cow's tail up, I yelled to my wife, 'Hey, 
this looks like yours!'' 
'I don't remember much after that'. 
 
Thanks to Ray Arthur for the anecdote. 
 

 

 

I am the grandson of Dave Avery of New Plymouth, New 
Zealand who was a Flying Officer in 464 Squadron dur-
ing the Second World War. I have been talking with him 
in recent times at length about his experiences during 
those times. 

I have also been humbled in that he has given me his log 
book and other photos for safe keeping. Amongst these 

materials are photos and other materials he retained 
from the War. There is also Association newsletters 
which I have discussed with Dave. Dave says he knows 
(or knows of?) you and the President Mr. Middleton. All 
of which have drawn me to seek to join the Association. 

Dave has spoken to me with a passion and feeling of 
what it was like to fly a Mosquito and the things unique 
about it. He also flew Ventura's and spent a short time 
on a conversion course to Spitfires before his return to 
Mosquitos. I have also started to read books on the Mos-
quito and the unique generation who flew them. My im-
agination has been captured and my interest stirred. 

Personally, I grew up in New Plymouth, New Zealand on 
my fathers farm and close to Dave. I immigrated to Aus-
tralia in 2000.1 now live in Mildura and am a partner in 
Holcroft Avery Lawyers. I have married and started my 
own family here in Mildura. I do get to Melbourne for 
work commitments from time to time (and also to the 
MCG to follow the Demons) and I plan to make a trip to 
Point Cook at some stage later this year. 

I am not sure what sort of contribution I can give to the 
Association with regards to the restoration project on foot 
other than encouragement and support. However I am 
very pleased to have joined the MAAA. 

 

Paul Avery 

Mildura. 

 

 

Finding a woman sobbing that she had locked her keys 
in her car, a  passing soldier assures her that he can 
help. 

She looks on amazed as he removes his trousers, rolls 
them into a tight ball and rubs them against the car door. 

Magically it opens. 

"That's so clever," the woman gasps. "How did you do 
it?" 

"Easy," replies the man. "These are my khakis". 
 

Yes, you guessed it—another anecdote from Ray Arthur. 

 

 

 

Please pass on —Yes 16 Spitfires—at once !!  

Battle of Britain 70th Anniversary Air Show web site: 

 

http://www.airshows.org.uk/2010/airshows/duxford-
battle-of-britain-airshow-review.html 

 

Happy viewing—Graeme Coates 
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DORMITORY: When you rearrange the letters: DIRTY ROOM  

From the Mailbag 

I regret to inform you that Dean Barrett, ex-Flying Officer 
No. 1 Squadron, died on Tuesday 22 February 2011. 
 
Dean was my navigator and, as a crew, we were official-
ly recognised as the first Mosquito crew to strike Japa-
nese targets in the South-West Pacific Area. 
 
After the War, Dean went to Shanghai as the Financial 
Controller of ACTIL - then the largest cotton mills in the 
world, with 7,000 employees. Unfortunately, the Com-
munist Regime controlled the country, and Dean was not 
allowed to leave for nearly ten years. 
 
After arriving in Hong Kong — probably around 1960 — he 
joined CHINA LIGHT AND POWER as the Accountant. 
Within one year he was appointed C.E.O. 
 
He remained in Hong Kong until retirement, after which 
he spent his last years in Sydney, Australia. 
 
Dean was an early member joining the Association in 
1995, but resigned recently because of failing health. 
 
Sydney J Goddard 
Spearwood 

(Left) Flt Lt Sid Goddard and Flying Officer Dean  
Barrett; officially the RAAF’s first Mosquito crew to strike 

at Japanese targets in the South West Pacific Area. 

From the RAAF Museum 

ACTIVE FRIENDS/VOLUNTEERS UPDATE 

MAY 2011 
 
 

F-111C ARRIVAL 

 
The withdrawal of the F-111C from RAAF service in De-
cember 2010 represented the end of an era for the Air 
Force. F-111C, A8-125, one of the eight aircraft to be 
preserved, has been allocated to the RAAF Museum and 
will arrive at Point Cook on Friday 27 May 2011. The 
aircraft will be prepared for display at RAAF Base Am-
berley in Queensland, disassembled and road transport-
ed to Point Cook, departing from Amberley on Monday 
24 May 2011. The aircraft will travel along the Cunning-
ham and Newell highways with overnight stops at 
Coonabarabran, West Wyalong and Puckapunyal. The 
aircraft will be reassembled at Point Cook by Air Force 
personnel from No 82 Wing, Amberley.  

A8-125 is historically significant as it was the first F-111C 
aircraft produced for the RAAF, the first F-111C aircraft 
to land in Australia on 1 June 1973 and the last F-111 
aircraft to land in Australia (and the world) on 3 Decem-
ber 2010.  

SPITFIRE IN FRANCE 

 

In November 2010, the remains of Spitfire Mk XVI of No 
453 SQN RAAF, flown by FLTLT Henry Lacy Smith, 
were discovered in Caen Harbour, France. FLTLT 
Smith's remains were recovered and he was buried with 
full military honours in the Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in Ranville, France in April 2011. The aircraft 
wreckage was re-immersed in the waters of Caen Har-
bour to prevent any damage to the airframe structure 
caused by a rapid change in environmental conditions 
whilst the RAAF Museum, working in conjunction with 
Conservation professionals in France, investigate pre-
ventative measures required for sea-freight transporta-
tion to Australia.  

Once at the Museum, and after initial assessment, a for-
mal conservation plan will be generated to ensure the 
long term survival of the aircraft allowing for public dis-
play of the wreckage. Following completion of conserva-
tion, the aircraft will be displayed in an 'as found' state. 
This will enable the RAAF Museum to utilise the artefact 
to tell the story of RAAF personnel in operations along-
side Allied nations in Europe, fighter squadrons opera-
tions after D-Day, and to touch on themes of combat 
losses and the efforts made by the RAAF to repatriate all 
personnel lost on operations.   
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THE EYES: When you rearrange the letters: THEY SEE 

 From the Mailbag 

 Firstly I wish to thank you Terry, Brett and 
David for taking your time on Sunday to meet 
with me and show me how the restoration pro-
ject is going.  
  
In speaking with you all it is abundantly clear 
the commitment that you have for the Mossie 
project and the mosquito aircraft as a whole. 
  
A general comment made by the 
Mildura Aero club members was how 
impressed they were with the dedica-
tion of all involved at Point Cook. 
  
On a personal note it was fascinating 
for me to see and touch (ever most 
carefully) A52-600. I couldn’t help but 
think how my grandfather (Dave) 
flew these wonderful machines near-
ly 70 years ago. It also made me un-
derstand a little more why Dave 
speaks with such passion and re-
spect for the Mossie. It clearly was 
unique for its time not only in its ver-
satility but also how it was made and 
the materials it was made from.  
  
Whilst not a revelation to you, I am 
sure, I have come to realise it was 
the ‘Ferrari’ of its time. I grew up 
looking at the Spitfire and  Mustang 
as THE planes of the war. If one 
speaks to my generation that is the 
common perception.  Whilst their fighter roles 
can not be besmirched, very little is made of 
the Mosquito. Yet the Mosquito could out per-
form these planes in many ways AND then 
turn around and carry a large pay load at low 
level to a precise target.  
  
How the Mossie would often pull to the left - 
reminded me how Dave had mentioned that is 
was difficult on takeoff for this reason – I now 
know why with both props turning the same 
way. Dave had told me of a young pilot who 
was new on the squadron who failed to man-
age the left bias on his takeoff and proceeded 
to cut a parked Lancaster in half. Dave said 

he never saw this Pilot again. In Dave’s words. 
“He was Posted immediately”. 
 
In listening to David the technical aspects of the 
aircraft astounded me how 70 years ago ideas 
and techniques of manufacture were applied, 
and only recently these are being recycled in 
automotive terms as NEW.  

  
The Point Cook aero club chaps were fantastic 
hosts for the Mildura Aero club. The Mildura 
Aero club guys mentioned this was one of the 
best Fly-Aways they had been on. In large part 
this was due to you guys and A52-600. 
  
Thank you once again. I will forward through 
some photos I took for general interest. 
  
I have a good friend who recently moved to Tor-
quay and I will look to be down your way to visit 
him and the museum again this year. 
 

 Paul J Avery.  B.A (Crim) LL.B 
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GEORGE BUSH: When you rearrange the letters: HE BUGS GORE 

From the Mailbag 

Season's greetings - as usual # 59 
a great read - I expect to have an 
article for you later in the year - this 
Easter I am off to the Omaka Clas-
sic Fighters Air show in Blenheim 
where I am led to believe there will 
be flying both an Anson and a 
Mosquito. 

 

I am going with some young fellas!  
 

 one being Lyall Bell (almost 90) 
who flew both types and in par-
ticular flew a Mosquito under-
neath Sydney Harbour Bridge 
on VJ Day - needless to say 
there are no photos of actually 
flying under the bridge except a 
painting but there are some of 
the boys flying towards the 
bridge - hopefully Lyall will be 
well enough to travel with us but 
at this time he is having treat-
ment for the dreaded 'C'  
 

 - the other guys are not as old 
but not far off - one Graham Cot-
terell was up until late last year 
the OIC restorations at Bullcreek  
 

 - Graham our organizer an ex 
Kiwi is taking us on a three week 
tour of all his restoration mates 
and Aviation Museums big and 
small spread all over South Is-
land - so I shall have some ex-
cellent opportunities to record 
both orally and photographically 
some very interesting aviation 
activities 

 

As you know I am not producing 
the RAAFAWA Volunteers Voice 
Newsletter these days but I am still 
the PRO - as such I produced a 
calendar showing most of our ex-
hibits - contact me if you are inter-
ested in obtaining one. 

 

Ps. Some photos etc are attached. 

 

Regards,  

 

Ken Pittman 
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 From the Mailbag 

ASTRONOMER: When you rearrange the letters: MOON STARER 

I came across something the other day that I 
found hard to believe. I heard a story about an 
F-4 Phantom that had been catapulted off the 
deck of an aircraft carrier before the pilot had 
a chance to unfold his wings.  

 

The story goes that because a Phantom has 
so much power when in full afterburner that 
after he dumped all his ordinance the pilot 
made it back to an airfield where he landed 
safely, but really fast!! 

 

So .. this sounded pretty farfetched to me until, 
with the help of Google, I found..... and then 
finally  ... 

 

It seems that it is not only Phantoms that can 
perform this trick .. also the F-8 Crusader can!! 

 

I read that in the case of the F-4 Phantom the 
wings were down on takeoff, but the locks had 
somehow failed to engage. As the aircraft 
gained flying speed and the wings began to 
load, the lift would overcome the hydraulics and without 
the locks engaged the outer panel would fold up. 

 

I never would have believed it !! 

 

Jim Masocco 

 

 

 

 

I met Terry Burke in Adelaide at the unveiling of 87 
Squadron’s honour board and decided to join the MAAA. 

 

My Dad, then Sgt R.P. (Ron) Nicholas was a photogra-
pher with No 1 and 87 squadrons at Coomalie Creek.  

 

You can view most of his collection of photos by going 

to the “State Library of South Australia” on the Internet— 

 

www.slsa.sa.gov.au 
 

Then in the “Quick Search” enter “Nicholas,P.R.” this will 
show you over 400 of Dad’s photos. 

 

There are many photos covering Coomalie Creek and 
other national and international areas. 

 

The captions are awful at present but we are working on 
it... 

 

87 Squadron has all the original photos. 

 

Doug Nicholas 
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DESPERATION: When you rearrange the letters: A ROPE ENDS IT 

 From the Mailbag 

From David Devenish: 
 
A rare and unusual set of pictures. For those ungeo-
graphically oriented this is the entrance to the Mediterra-
nean Sea from the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
In other words you are looking at The Rock of Gibraltar 
in Spain. Always something one has never seen before.  
 
Aside from the runway-road crossing with stop light con-
trols, can’t recall ever having seen a picture of Gibraltar 
from this perspective! 

This is an amazing picture of a disaster 
that didn't happen.  

  

From the smallest airplane to the larg-
est, weight & balance calculations are 
a critical part of flight safety. 

 

From the looks of this 747, the weight 
was within the CG envelope, but if 
they'd have added one more 
'marshmallow' to each snack tray, this 
BIRD might not have cleared the fence 
!!!! 

  

From now on me thinks I take the 
bus!!! 
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PRESBYTERIAN: When you rearrange the letters: BEST IN PRAYER  

 New Members 

 

The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia 
  

 Patron:    Air Vice-Marshal J.C. (Sam) Jordan AO (RAAF-Retired) 

 President:   Alan Middleton OAM +61 3 9523 9774   ALMidd@bigpond.com 

 Vice President:   Terry Burke  +61 3 9598 0116   BurkeTR9@bigpond.net..au 

 Secretary/Treasurer:  Bob Stevens   +61 3 9800 4364   RSteven1@bigpond.net.au 

 Bulletin:    Terry Burke  +61 3 9598 0116   BurkeTR9@bigpond.net.au 

      Bob Stevens   +61 3 9800 4364   RSteven1@bigpond.net.au 

 Association Archivist:  David Devenish  +61 3 9885 5373   DDev@bigpond.com 

 Web Master:   Don Taylor  +61 3 9733 4608   DTaylor55@optusnet.net.au 

 Restoration Records  Graeme Coates  +61 3 9428 2324   Coatbeam@melbpc.org.au 

 Management: 

  
 MAAA Mailing Address:  32 Clarke Crescent, WANTIRNA SOUTH, Victoria, Australia 3152 

 

Articles in this Bulletin have been faithfully reproduced and credit has been given to the reference source where known.  

If any details are misrepresented or incorrect, please contact the Editor who will makes amends in following publications.  

"Disclaimer: The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia ("the Association") is a privately funded charitable organisation which has 
no connection with any other body. The views and opinions expressed in any article and/or publication by the Association are those of 

the Association and/or its contributors, and not of the Department of Defence, the RAAF Museum or any other body."  

  

 The Association is pleased to announce and welcome the following people who have joined us since  

 the last  Bulletin was published: 
 
 Brown, Michael John of Birchip, Victoria 

 Warren, Kevin of Port Lincoln, South Australia 

 Nicholas, Douglas of Semaphore Park, South Australia 

 
 Welcome to you all, we hope you have a long, enjoyable association and take an active interest in  

 Mosquitos and in particular the restoration of A52-600. 

 

 It is with regret that the Association must relay the passing of the following members: 

 

 Bonython, Hugh Reskymer, of North Adelaide, South Australia 

   

 The Association’s condolences are extended to all the Member’s loved ones. 

 Vale 


